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Processional............................................................University Band 

Star Spangled Banner.............................................University Band

Directed by Xan Perkins

Invocation............................................................Pastor Tim Roggow

Zion Lutheran Church

Address....................................................................Connie Sturgeon

Class of 1986

Presentation of Class.................................................. Dr. James Bell

Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Academic Degrees......................... Dr. Bo Hannaford

President

Alma Mater........................................................................ Audience

Alevian Gray Crumpton, Class of 2026

Benediction.......................................................... Pastor Tim Roggow

Zion Lutheran Church

Recessional.............................................................University Band
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DOCTORATE OF NURSING PRACTICE

Graduating Class

Teirna Rae Adair
Alva, Oklahoma

Sarah Garvie-Wilber
Cherokee, Oklahoma 

Alyssa Los
Westborough, Massachusetts

Michelle Milligan
Piedmont, Oklahoma

Kyndall Jean O’Donnell 
Elk City, Oklahoma

Juane Russell
Altus, Oklahoma

Paige B. Cornacchione
Woodstock, Georgia

Heatherene Merrill 
Apple Valley, California

M’Cheila Rader
Eudora, Kansas

Nathan Michael Sacket
Aline, Oklahoma

Elizabeth Christine Terbush
Woodward, Oklahoma

Lisa Marie Turner
Alva, Oklahoma
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Emmet D. Edler
State Center, Iowa

Shylo Durrell Glover
Stuart, Oklahoma 

Saddie Lynn Hammond
Kim, Colorado

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Mary Kay Henderson
Hennessey, Oklahoma

Donovan Hines
Pennsauken, New Jersey

Addie Lea Huber
Preston, Kansas

MASTER OF ARTS IN AMERICAN STUDIES



MASTER OF COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Jordan Leanne Bergdall
Enid, Oklahoma

Amy Elena Brandley
Yukon, Oklahoma

Sarah Davis
Fairmont, Oklahoma 

Taylor J. Diveley
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Emily Victoria Flores
Wylie, Texas

Tanya Gordon
Enid, Oklahoma
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Lillian Grisso
Murrieta, California

Taylor Grace Larsen
China Spring, Texas

April Marie Morrow
Enid, Oklahoma

Emily Paige Riggs
Enid, Oklahoma

Theresa von Schultes
Enid, Oklahoma

Chris Lauderdale
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Carlos Iván Flores Melgar
Texhoma, Oklahoma 

Brooklynn Dawn Pierson
Indiahoma, Oklahoma

Cora Beth Taylor
Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Shehna Akbary
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Zaccheus RS Beasley
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Duncan, South Carolina

Sagelyn Chanielle Budy
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Waynoka, Oklahoma 

Loura Cantrell 
Curriculum and Instruction 
Enid, Oklahoma



Trevin Ashtenn Chandler
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Houston, Texas

Jayna G. Gullic
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Mooreland, Oklahoma

Kennedy Ashton Harmon
Curriculum and Instruction
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Draven Hidalgo
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Hooker, Oklahoma 

Dominic Hogan
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Madison, Wisconsin

Damon David Kepley
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Holcomb, Kansas

Justin Arvin Massee
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Laverne, Oklahoma

Shayna Elaine Miller
Educational Leadership
Tuttle, Oklahoma

Austin Jay Rankin
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Alva, Oklahoma 

Tammy LeBlanc Sandifer
Curriculum and Instruction
Edmond, Oklahoma

Justin Tyler
Educational Leadership
Kemp, Texas

Christine Marie Vickers
Educational Leadership
Alva, Oklahoma

Sadie M. Wilson
Reading Specialist
Alva, Oklahoma

Matthew Womack
Curriculum and Instruction
Enid, Oklahoma
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Grady Aasby
Agriculture, BS
Highmore, South Dakota 

Summya Pearl Adigun***
Psychology, BS
Hugoton, Kansas 

Basheer Aldulaimi
General Studies, BA
Tomball, Texas 

Muneer Aldulaimi
General Studies, BA
Tomball, Texas

Allie Marie Alexander
Biology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Maxwell Erving Alexander
Business Administration, BBA
McPherson, Kansas 

Delta Dawn Alexy
Accounting, BBA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Maria Consuelo Almaraz*
Elementary Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma 

Kyler Altmiller
Agriculture, BS
Canadian, Texas 

Brayan Alvarado Orozco
Business Administration, BBA
Enid, Oklahoma 

JaKobi Amir Alvin
Business Administration, BBA
Frisco, Texas 

Maryam Mohammadi Ashtiani
Computer Science, BS
Tehran, Iran 

Katie Ayres
Agriculture, BS
Canby, Oregon 

Sage Kelly Bader
Agriculture, BS
Kim, Colorado 

Paige Michelle Bailey*
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Kira Rena Bass*
General Studies, BA
Killeen, Texas 

Scericka Bates
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Chandler Beasley
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

BACHELOR’S DEGREES



7

Kaylee Breanne Beck***
Elementary Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma 

Jordan Dean Bedell
Business Administration, BBA
Frisco, Texas 

Dorothy Benton
Business Administration, BBA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Caleb Ryan Bevis
Computer Science, BS
The Villages, Florida 

Dirin J. Birhiray
Business Administration, BBA
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Ann Marie Graham Blodgett
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Hadley Joy Bohlen***
Accounting, BBA
Ringwood, Oklahoma 

Isabella Kate Bowers***
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Reagan Marie Brakhage
Biology, BS
Lahoma, Oklahoma 

Chloe Mae Brown
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Coalgate, Oklahoma 

Tatum Brown*
Nursing, BSN
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Marcus Robert Bueno**
Nursing, BSN
Clarkdale, Arizona 

Emily Elizabeth Bules
Agriculture, BS
Edmond, Oklahoma 

Ethan Ray Burns
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Hanston, Kansas 

Kenneth N. Burns, III
Business Administration, BBA
Los Angeles, California 

Shayla Nichole Burris
Nursing, BSN
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Baylan R. Byrd
Agriculture Education, BSED
Alex, Oklahoma 

Nancy Campbell
Nursing, BSN
Burlington, Oklahoma 

Nathan Layne Campbell***
Agriculture, BS
Jet, Oklahoma 

Elizabeth Lynn Carrillo
Nursing, BSN
Woodward, Oklahoma 
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Laura Danielle Castellanos
Criminal Justice, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Itzel Castillo Calderon
Social Work, BSW
Laverne, Oklahoma 

Sydnie Michelle Caywood
Psychology, BS
Ringwood, Oklahoma 

Jaxyn Cloud***
Media and Communication, BS
Seiling, Oklahoma 

Jacob Clover
Agriculture, BS
Kingman, Kansas 

Jaydan Alexis Coffman
Psychology, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Patricia Collins
Nursing, BSN
Waukomis, Oklahoma 

Haley Rae Combs***
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Hinton, Oklahoma 

Katelyn Cooper
Nursing, BSN
Lahoma, Oklahoma 

Kaitlyn Corn
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Magnolia, Texas 

Bentley Zane Cox*
Visual Arts, BA
Alva, Oklahoma 

Zachary Gavin Castro Cox***
Biology, BS
Chemistry, BS
Blanchard, Oklahoma 

Ashland Summer Sueallen Crites*
English, BAED
Hennessey, Oklahoma 

Benjamin David Cronister
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Mooreland, Oklahoma 

Alevian Gray Crumpton
Music-Vocal, BM
Cushing, Oklahoma 

Sophie Anne Yarnell Cummins
Sociology, BA
Goltry, Oklahoma 

Bailee Davenport
General Studies, BA
Houston, Texas 

Brooke Marie Davis
General Studies, BA
Freedom, Oklahoma 

Kaydence Dawn Decker
Social Work, BSW
Blair, Oklahoma 
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Sarah Decker**
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma 

Emma Dodd
General Studies, BA
Neosho, Missouri 

Gracie Paige Doke
General Studies, BA
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Anna Eldridge
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Valley Center, Kansas 

Evan P. Endres
Agriculture, BS
Okarche, Oklahoma 

Ashleigh Engle
Computer Science, BS
Livonia, Michigan 

James Michael Fanning**
Social Work, BSW
Enid, Oklahoma 

Jordan Hailey Fawcett
Biology, BS
Fallbrook, California 

Jackson Joe Feely
Mathematics, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Lilith Ferrero
Speech & Theatre, BA
Cordell, Oklahoma 

Corey Fincher
General Studies, BA
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Lainey Coley Fisher*
Nursing, BSN
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 

John Fonseca, IV
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Anaheim, California 

Kristyn Ford
Computer Science, BS
Newkirk, Oklahoma 

Dale Lee Marie Forman
Psychology, BS
Ree Heights, South Dakota 

Dalton Gaither
Accounting, BBA
Norman, Oklahoma 

Derrick Lawayne Galindo**
Media and Communication, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Piper Jaye Gallagher***
Media and Communication, BS
Watonga, Oklahoma 

Nicole Garcia
Social Work, BSW
Guymon, Oklahoma

Anthony Garner
Business Administration, BBA
Perkins, Oklahoma 
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Mattie Gore*
Social Work, BSW
Taloga, Oklahoma 

Jacob Clark Gould
General Studies, BA
Alva, Oklahoma 

Rhianna Aine Grace
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Newkirk, Oklahoma 

Kentayveion Deshun Graham
General Studies, BA
Arcadia, Louisiana 

Taygan Janee’ Graham
Biology, BS
Amber, Oklahoma 

Mia Elise Graves-Jones
Health & Sports Science Education, BSED
Clinton, Utah 

Karly Fayth Green
Social Work, BSW
Newton, Kansas 

Avery Ryann Grieve
Criminal Justice, BS
Sharon, Kansas 

Corky Hall
Media and Communication, BS
Duke, Oklahoma 

Katlynn Rochelle Henderson
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Wendy Ann Henderson
Business Administration, BBA
Enfield, Connecticut 

Kaleigh Lynn Henke
History, BA
Alva, Oklahoma 

Reagan Hiner
Psychology, BS
Shattuck, Oklahoma 

Braden Hofen
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Tyra Rose Hostetler
Social Work, BSW
Harper, Kansas 

Tasi Maureen Hughes
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Madalyn Hundt
Psychology, BS
The Colony, Texas 

Eric Hunter, II
Psychology, BS
Houston, Texas 
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Tonya Marie Hutson
Business Administration, BBA
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

Kenneth Irving
Media and Communication, BS
D’Iberville, Mississippi 

Blake Jones
Business Administration, BBA
Sand Springs, Oklahoma 

Janet Sue Jones
Business Administration, BBA
North Enid, Oklahoma 

Kylie ReAnn Jones
Criminal Justice, BS
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Cheyenne Ranee Kahoe
Nursing, BSN
Mooreland, Oklahoma 

Kayleigh Kahoe
General Studies, BA
Yukon, Oklahoma 

William C. Kates***
Business Administration, BBA
Newcastle, Oklahoma 

Cole Alan Keesling
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Clearwater, Kansas 

Sadie Keith
Agriculture, BS
Lawton, Oklahoma 

Sarita Elena Kephart
Biology, BS
Carmen, Oklahoma 

McKenzie Rose Killian
Elementary Education, BSED
Cimarron, Kansas 

Tejune Stephen Kim
Nursing, BSN
Norman, Oklahoma
 
Skyler Kimberlin
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Mountain View, Oklahoma 

Katelyn R. Kimble
Agriculture, BS
Indiahoma, Oklahoma
 
Michelle Reine’ Kingcade
Accounting, BBA
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Courtney Koeppen
Nursing, BSN
Tonkawa, Oklahoma
 
Baylee M. Kraft
Accounting, BBA
Shattuck, Oklahoma 

Makanalei Ka’ulawena Lapera
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Kailua, Hawaii 

Jake LaSpisa*
Health & Sports Science Educcation, BS
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
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Kamryn Loza
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Aiden Maddox Lewis
Accounting, BBA
Owasso, Oklahoma 

Ashlan Skye Light**
Mathematics, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma 

Joel Robert Lindahl, III
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Antonio Lisenbee
General Studies, BA
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Adriel Lora
Business Administration, BBA
Ringwood, Oklahoma 

Braeden Micheal Mack*
Computer Science, BS
Laverne, Oklahoma 

Jenna Maier**
Social Work, BSW
Alva, Oklahoma 

Ingrid Valeria Maldonado***
Media and Communication, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Kinzie Martin
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Rachel Dawn Martin
Nursing, BSN
Mutual, Oklahoma 

Lindsey DeRoche McClelland
Nursing, BSN
Muskogee, Oklahoma 

Bennett I. McComas
General Studies, BA
Alva, Oklahoma 

Shelly L. McGregor
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Dylan McLane
Social Science, BAED
Covington, Oklahoma 

Guadalupe Melchor
Social Work, BSW
Enid, Oklahoma 

Temitope Michaels
Biology, BS
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

Tobie Diane Moore
Psychology, BS
Lahoma, Oklahoma 

Benjamin Morfin
Criminal Justice, BS
Phoenix, Arizona 

Kylie Bryn Morgan
Nursing, BSN
Chickasha, Oklahoma 
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Madison Baylee Morse
Elementary Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma 

MaKynlee Mulbery***
Elementary Education, BSED
Buffalo, Oklahoma 

Rustin Murrow
Nursing, BSN
Alva, Oklahoma 

Jessica L. Myers**
Social Science, BAED
Enid, Oklahoma 

Bryce Neahring
Business Administration, BBA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Jayden Newkirk
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

Jamie Lynn Niblett
Elementary Education, BSED
Ringwood, Oklahoma 

Payden Nusser
Agriculture, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Emmalee Osborn
Psychology, BS
Okemah, Oklahoma 

Maria Fernanda Palma
Organizational Leadership, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Stacy Pedersen
Elementary Education, BSED
Gillette, Wyoming 

Ma Sophia Penaflor
Biology, BS
Shattuck, Oklahoma 

Dalon Neal Percival**
Agriculture, BS
Hopeton, Oklahoma 

Deitric Benard Pierson
Business Administration, BBA
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Thomas Dean Pope*
Criminal Justice, BS
Fairview, Oklahoma 

Camille Marie Pritchard
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Bristow, Oklahoma 

Devynn Raile
Biology, BS
Wichita, Kansas 

Uriel Gavino Ramos-Renteria-McKnight
Business Administration, BBA
Fort Worth, Texas 

Taylor Reese
Accounting, BBA
Cherokee, Oklahoma 

Madison Nicole Reeves
Nursing, BSN
McAlester, Oklahoma 



Cade Ethan Reynolds
Agriculture, BS
Brownfield, Texas 

Mattie Rich*
Criminal Justice, BS
Prague, Oklahoma 

Elisabeth Ridgway
Psychology, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Daniel Isaac Riojas
Health & Sports Science Education, BSED
Laverne, Oklahoma 

Edna Renee Riojas***
Psychology, BS
Beaver, Oklahoma 

Jaime Rocha-Lopez***
Computer Science, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Madison Root**
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Hennessey, Oklahoma 

Jamaira Ross
Biology, BS
Richardson, Texas 

Luana San Miguel D’Amico
Agriculture, BS
Cochabamba, Bolivia 

Olivia DiAnn Saner*
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Dawson, Nebraska 

Tate Schwerdtfeger
Agriculture, BS
Stratford, Oklahoma 

MaryChristine Faith Semrad
English, BA
Enid, Oklahoma 

Jacob Samuel Allen Setzer***
Computer Science, BS
Fairview, Oklahoma 

Wyatt Elden Shaffer**
Business Administration, BBA
Ringwood, Oklahoma 

William C. Shelton
Business Administration, BBA
Canute, Oklahoma 

Jaida N. Shipp*
Psychology, BS
Little Elm, Texas 

Halie B. Shirley
Psychology, BS
Braman, Oklahoma 

Alana Natalie Shotpouch
Social Work, BSW
Jay, Oklahoma 

Heather Vick-Shryock
Accounting, BBA
Mutual, Oklahoma 

Evan Tadeo Silva*
Nursing, BSN
Ringwood, Oklahoma 
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Jeremy Conner Smith
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Elgin, Oklahoma 

Taryn Elisabeth Smith**
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Naomi Rose Soderstrom***
Elementary Education, BSED
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

Maria Del Pilar Sosa Martinez
Biology, BS
Laverne, Oklahoma 

Michael Joseph Soucek*
Computer Science, BS
Pond Creek, Oklahoma 

Mia Shelby Steelmon
Business Administration, BBA
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Baleigh Stewart
Nursing, BSN
Omega, Oklahoma 

Shyanna Stopp
Nursing, BSN
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 

Mariana Tapia
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Apollo Taylor
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Houston, Texas 

Zachary Mason Thomas
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Alva, Oklahoma 

Alexa Lane Thompson
Business Administration, BBA
Ada, Oklahoma 

Wilalei Faith Tommy
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Christina Sue Tuton-Lunow
Elementary Education, BSED
Union City, Oklahoma 

Mickeul Anthony Tyson Jr.
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Megan Valdez
Visual Arts, BA
Brownwood, Texas 

Danae Vendetti
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma 

Michael Wayne Wakefield
Agriculture, BS
Forgan, Oklahoma 

Madison Wallace
Agriculture, BS
Fairview, Oklahoma 

Ashley Webb
Nursing, BSN
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
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Kade C. Webb
Business Administration, BBA
Perry, Oklahoma 

Jenny Weinstein
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Reese Welch
Business Administration, BBA
Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

Kimberly Wenthold
Business Administration, BBA
Lexington, Oklahoma 

Raylen Nicole Weve
Business Administration, BBA
Cherokee, Oklahoma 

Erika Hannah White*
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Rebekah Marie Williams
Psychology, BS
Yukon, Oklahoma 

Ivory D. Wilright, IV
Psychology, BS
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Justyce Lauren Wilson***
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma 

Dalton Winfrey
Agriculture, BS
Copeland, Kansas 

Carson Wright***
Biology, BS
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Madison Shea Wright
Business Administration, BBA
Macksville, Kansas 

Teagen Grace Wright***
Elementary Education, BSED
Fairmont, Oklahoma 

Johnathan David Ylitalo** †

Biology, BS
Chemistry, BS
Enid, Oklahoma 

Keyondre Isaiah Young
General Studies, BA
Del City, Oklahoma 

Daphne Zevallos de McCaslin
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma 
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	 BA	 -	 Bachelor of Arts
	 BM	 -	 Bachelor of Music
	 BS	 -	 Bachelor of Science
	 BAAS	 -	 Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
	 BAEd	 -	 Bachelor of Arts Education
	 BBA	 -	 Bachelor of Business Administration
	 BMEd	 -	 Bachelor of Music Education
	 BSEd	 -	 Bachelor of Science Education
	 BSN	 -	 Bachelor of Science in Nursing
	 BSW 	 -	 Bachelor of Social Work

Official graduation photos taken by NWOSU University Relations will be   
available for free download via the Northwestern Flickr page at 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nwosu-rangers/albums.

Official graduation photos taken by NWOSU University Relations will 
be    available for free download via the Northwestern Shutterfly page at         

http://nwosucommencement.shutterfly.com/.
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HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was designed by faculty and administration to provide intellectual 
stimulation in a challenging and supportive environment. Only a few of the academically 
elite students are selected to participate. Program requirements include taking a minimum 
of four honors courses and participating in student/faculty research projects or attending 
seminars. Students who complete the program will “Graduate with Honors” and are indi-
cated in the program by the symbol “†”.

LEVELS OF ACADEMIC DISTINCTION
Latin honors are Latin phrases used to indicate the level of academic distinction with which 
an academic degree was earned. Northwestern Oklahoma State University recognizes 
graduates with levels of academic distinction based upon their cumulative grade point 
average.

*Cum Laude: 3.70-3.79 CGPA
**Magna Cum Laude: 3.80-3.89 CGPA

***Summa Cum Laude: 3.90-4.00 CGPA

ACADEMIC DRESS
The origins of academic dress date back to the 12th and 13th centuries when universities 
were being organized in medieval Europe. The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether 
student or teacher, was the dress worn by church officials of the time. The academic dress 
of American institutions has evolved from European traditions and has been in use in the 
country since colonial times. In the United States, academic degrees are identified by 
distinctive gowns, hoods, and colors.

Gowns recommended for use in the colleges and universities in the United States have 
the following characteristics. The gown of the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves. The 
gown for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve. The gown for the doctor’s degree has 
bell-shaped sleeves. Today gowns are designed so that they may be worn open or closed.

Gowns for the bachelor’s or master’s degrees are untrimmed. For the doctor’s degree, 
the gown is faced in front with velvet; three bars (chevrons) are used across the sleeves. 
These velvet facings and cross bars (chevrons) may be black or the color distinctive of the 
academic disciplines to which the degree pertains, thus coinciding with the edging of the 
hood that is appropriate to the particular academic discipline of the doctor’s degree.
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The academic hood is colorful, having its outside black with an edging of velvet in the color 
representing the academic degree. Each hood is lined with silk in colors representing the 
university granting the degree. Northwestern Oklahoma State University hoods are lined 
with red and black in addition to the trim representing the academic degree.

The cap or mortarboard comes from Italy and has its origins during the Renaissance. The 
cap has evolved from one that originally was worn over the ears and including no tassel 
to today’s modification of a black square on a skullcap including a tassel. Variations of the 
mortarboard include the beret or the tam.

The colors of the tassel worn with the academic cap represent the level of degree or aca-
demic field in which the degree is conferred. For example, doctoral degree holders often 
wear a gold tassel that used to be worn only by presidents or chancellors.

For academic purposes, including trimmings of doctor’s gown, edging of hoods, and tas-
sels of caps, the colors associated with the different academic disciplines are as follows:

		  Agriculture (Maize)
		  Arts, Letters, Humanities (White)
		  Behavioral Science (Royal Blue)
		  Commerce, Accountancy, Business (Drab)
		  Economics (Copper)
		  Education (Light Blue)
		  English (White)
		  Fine Arts, including Architecture (Brown)
		  Journalism (Crimson)
		  Law (Purple)
		  Library Science (Lemon)
		  Medicine (Green)
		  Music (Pink)
		  Nursing (Apricot)
		  Oratory - Speech (Silver Gray)
		  Philosophy (Dark Blue)
		  Physical Education (Sage Blue)
		  Science (Golden Yellow)
		  Social Work (Citron)
		  Theology (Scarlet)

Parts of the preceding information were adapted from the commencement programs of 
Fort Hays State University, Oklahoma State University, Texas A&M University, and the 
University of Oklahoma.
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HONOR SOCIETIES
Northwestern Oklahoma State University offers the opportunity for its students to be members 
of a number of academic honor societies. Membership traditionally is by invitation to those 
who have excelled predominantly in academic achievement. Some academic honor societies 
recognize students from all academic fields while others focus on specialized areas such as 
psychology or history. At Northwestern, these academic honor societies include Alpha Psi 
Omega, Cardinal Key, Delta Tau Alpha, Delta Mu Delta, Chi Sigma Iota, Kappa Kappa Psi, 
Lambda Iota Tau, Phi Alpha Theta, Psi Chi, Pi Kappa Delta, Pi Sigma Alpha, Red and Black 
Scroll, Sigma Beta Delta, Sigma Tau Delta, and Sigma Delta Pi. Some of the members of 
these honor societies can be identified during graduation ceremonies by the honors cords 
or honors stoles they will be wearing over their academic dress.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The University Mace leads the academic procession at commencement and on other 
special ceremonial occasions. The mace symbolizes the authority of the President on 
behalf of the University.  Historically, the use of a mace dates back to the Middle Ages and 
was carried before or placed near a magistrate or other dignitary as an ensign of authority.

The mace was designed by Dr. Jerry Brownrigg, Professor Emeritus of Technology. 
Brownrigg, who retired from Northwestern after 42 years of dedicated service, crafted the 
mace from a 45-year-old piece of local black walnut. Brownrigg was a skilled artist who has 
received national and worldwide acclaim for his craftsmanship. The mace depicts various 
University symbols, including the University seal, the names of the institution since it was 
established in 1897, and the names of the presidents of the University. 
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NORTHWESTERN  ALMA  MATER

	 Oh, Northwestern Alma Mater,

	 In our hearts you will remain,

	 To keep your honor and your glory,

	 Our devotion we proclaim.

	 In days to come,

	 And years begun

	 Throughout the land,

	 We’ll praise your name.

	 For all your honor and your glory,

	 And your great undying fame,

	 We hail our Alma Mater.

    	           F.A. McClain


