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Benediction .............................................................Pastor Katie Hill
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Recessional ............................................................University Band
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DOCTORATE OF NURSING PRACTICE

Graduating Class

Jessica Elayne Abney
Choctaw, Oklahoma

Ericka Chanelle Adams 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Elizabeth Grace Allen
Inola, Oklahoma 

Brett Avery Baldwin
Edmond, Oklahoma

Sara Belmir Varney
Rabat, Morocco

Ralph G. Cornelius III
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Cristy Edens
Miami, Oklahoma

Kari Danae Hamill
Adair, Oklahoma

Tanner Scott Holsted
El Reno, Oklahoma

Toni Michelle Maddox
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Karen Ann McGuire
Corrales, New Mexico

Morgan Rose Messenger
Enid, Oklahoma

Landon Chase O’Shea
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Crystal Renee Hartsfield Smith
Raleigh, North Carolina

Kirk Wayne Rogers
Attica, Kansas

MASTER OF ARTS IN HERITAGE TOURISM AND CONSERVATION
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MASTER OF COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Lacy Arnold
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Victoria Marie Coulter
Colcord, Oklahoma 

Breanna Montreece Johnson
Enid, Oklahoma

Tara Laughlin
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Chambrea Paige Smith
Enid, Oklahoma

Mariah Dawn Ramsey
Enid, Oklahoma
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LeAnn Marie Rogers
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Jeffrey Michael Shelton
Ponca City, Oklahoma 

Carley Faye Smith
Kremlin, Oklahoma

Alexsandra D. Stevens
Enid, Oklahoma 

Savanna Marie Taylor
Covington, Oklahoma 

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Connie S. Anton
Reading Specialist
Alva, Oklahoma

McKenzie Cole Billy
School Counseling
Thomas, Oklahoma

Aleysa Marie Franz
Reading Specialist
Alva, Oklahoma

Brieanna J. Gentry
Curriculum and Instruction
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Brian Alan Gonzalez
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Fort Worth, Texas

Carson Makenzie Hannaford
School Counseling
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

Courtney Nicole Knight
Curriculum and Instruction
Alva, Oklahoma 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY

Lisa Wickham 
Alva, Oklahoma 

Tarra Parks
Goddard, Kansas

Nehemiah David Lewis
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Garland, Texas

Andrea Jean Long
Educational Leadership
Enid, Oklahoma 

Sherrye Lovelace
Educational Leadership
Alva, Oklahoma

Brady L. Maxwell
Educational Leadership 
Perry, Oklahoma

Amy Dawn Melton
Curriculum and Instruction
Alva, Oklahoma

Alisha Leann Miller 
School Counseling
Burden, Kansas

Kylee Jo Pfleider
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Alva, Oklahoma 

Brett Wayne Purnell
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Wichita, Kansas

George Rutherford
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Pensacola, Florida

Kelsey Riane Swindle
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Woodward, Oklahoma

Michael Trauba
Adult Education Management & 
Administration
Alva, Oklahoma

Ryne A. Wilson
Educational Leadership
Alva, Oklahoma
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Mackenzie Grace Adams
General Studies, BA
Kingwood, Texas
 
Joshua Isaac D. Ancheta
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma

Erick Osvaldo Andrade
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma
 
Alisha Leigh Archey
Business Administration, BBA
Shady Point, Oklahoma

Joshua Roland Baker
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Krum, Texas
 
Brandy Michelle Barby
General Studies, BA
Laverne, Oklahoma

Gibson Barlow***
Biology, BS
Piedmont, Oklahoma
 
Katherine Lynn Bauman
Agriculture Education, BSED
Nowata, Oklahoma

Destinee JoAnna Bell
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma
 

Kyra Bentley**
Agriculture, BS
Buffalo, Oklahoma

Dax Benway
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Derby, Kansas
 
Anisha Nitin Bhakta
Nursing, BSN
Alva, Oklahoma

Aliyah Raeann Bidwell
Mass Communication, BS
Geary, Oklahoma
 
Liberty Bird***
Business Administration, BBA
Alva, Oklahoma

Amy Annette Black
Nursing, BSN
Durant, Oklahoma
 
Rita Ann Boese-Fahsholtz
History, BA
Enid, Oklahoma

Shad L. Brackin
Political Science, BA
Freedom, Oklahoma

Braylon Lane Bradt
Agriculture, BS
Alva, Oklahoma
 

BACHELOR’S DEGREES



7

Bailey A. Bragg
Nursing, BSN
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Blake Brown
Business Administration, BBA
Blackwell, Oklahoma

Candace Brown
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Blackwell, Oklahoma
 
Christian Larae Brown
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma

Emilie JaNae Brown**
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Jetmore, Kansas
 
Jordan Brown
History, BA
Enid, Oklahoma

Yvonne C. Brown***
Accounting, BBA
Blackwell, Oklahoma
 
Molly Bruyn***
Accounting, BBA
Enid, Oklahoma

Jazmin Dayle Bryslan
History, BA
Enid, Oklahoma
 

Catherine E. Buchanan
Psychology, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Bishop Adeline Buck***
Social Work, BSW
Roanoke, Virginia
 
Colson T. Buckminster*
General Studies, BA
Enid, Oklahoma

Jason D. Burch
General Studies, BA
Hennessey, Oklahoma
 
Andrea Nichole Burris
General Studies, BA
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Berlin Zachary Caldwell
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Springer, New Mexico
 
Zeb Cambron
Biology, BS
Pond Creek, Oklahoma

Jeremy Michael Cantrell
Nursing, BSN
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Taylor Waide Carson
Agriculture, BS
Gate, Oklahoma
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Samantha JoAnn Chambers
General Studies, BA
Calhan, Colorado

Audra Chapman
Agriculture, BS
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Daisy Yasmin Chavez
Mathematics, BSED
Guymon, Oklahoma

Kassidee Jo Chouteau
Agriculture, BS
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
 
Jadyn Rey Christiansen
Social Work, BSW
Enid, Oklahoma

Brenner Verne Clark
Nursing, BSN
Amorita, Oklahoma
 
Jayce Hunter Cline
Criminal Justice, BS
Medford, Oklahoma

Ja’Vion Montrel Combs
Psychology, BS
Norman, Oklahoma
 
Luke Cooley
Agriculture, BS
Andrews, Texas

Kevin Jay Cowan
Business Administration, BBA
Edmond, Oklahoma
 
Dailee D. Danielson
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Leedey, Oklahoma

Abigail Davis
Psychology, BS
Norman, Oklahoma

Alecia Nicole Dennis*
Health & Sports Science Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Matthew Ryan Duplissey**
Psychology, BS
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Miranda Anne Duplissey
Criminal Justice, BS
Ponca City, Oklahoma
 
Kaitlyn Allene Elder
Agriculture Education, BSED
Salina, Kansas

Seth Stewart Ellis
History, BA
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Caton Elwood
Business Administration, BBA
Mutual, Oklahoma
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Jacob Ervin
Political Science, BA
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Sierra Nicole Focke
Accounting, BBA
Newkirk, Oklahoma

Samantha Friday
Psychology, BS
Lewisville, Texas
 
Joseph Steven Frisby
Business Administration, BBA
Denton, Texas

Landry Katelyn Gaddy***
Political Science, BA
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Griselda Yudith Galvan
Criminal Justice, BS
Enid, Oklahoma

Brittney Nicole Garis
Business Administration, BBA
Garber, Oklahoma
 
Nastassja Faye Warminsky Gee
Elementary Education, BSED
Edmond, Oklahoma

Connor James Gibson
Biology, BS
Emmett, Idaho
 

Maria Candy Gonzalez
Criminal Justice, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma

Jamaica Grace
Nursing, BSN
Ponca City, Oklahoma
 
Taylor Rae Graham
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Tatum, New Mexico

Ian Connor Gray
Mass Communication, BS
Perkins, Oklahoma
 
Jaylyn Boone Graybill
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Phillip Jordan Green***
Mass Communication, BS
Blackwell, Oklahoma
 
Kaden Joseph Charles Greenfield
General Studies, BA
Lakeview, Oregon

Tanner Griffith
Agriculture, BS
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
 
Bryan Guerrero
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Lawrence, Massachusetts
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Eric Hancik**
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Chino Hills, California

Kennedy Ashton Harmon
Criminal Justice, BS
Ponca City, Oklahoma
 
Kylee Brooke Harzman***
Criminal Justice, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Christian Lee Hawkes
Computer Science, BS
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Kaylee Rae Heisler
Nursing, BSN
Waukomis, Oklahoma

Mary Kay Henderson
Nursing, BSN
Hennessey, Oklahoma
 
Joshua Hinton
Mass Communication, BS
Pond Creek, Oklahoma

Grace Hise***
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Brandon C. Hittle
Agriculture, BS
Harveyville, Kansas

Camden Hoelting
Agriculture, BS
Olpe, Kansas
 
Caitlin Lea Hofen***
Mass Communication, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Keenan Hofstad
Criminal Justice, BS
Clear Lake, Washington
 
Brandon Holdren
Business Administration, BBA
Mont Belvieu, Texas

Gisselle Holguin
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
San Diego, California
 
Horacio Holguin-Gonzales
Agriculture, BS
Meade, Kansas

Kailee Nicole Holmes
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Camryn Blair Howard***
Social Work, BSW
Woodward, Oklahoma

Hannah Howell
Business Administration, BBA
Anna, Texas
 



11

Rachelle N. Huckaby
General Studies, BA
Buffalo, Oklahoma

Koby Lee Hudson
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Allison Huffmaster*** †
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma

Jorddy Ibarra Rios
Computer Science, BS
Buffalo, Oklahoma

Amy M. Ireland
Social Work, BSW
Seiling, Oklahoma

Megan Isaacs
Psychology, BS
Frankton, Indiana
 
Benjamin Graham Jackson
Agriculture, BS
Hudson’s Hope, Canada

Delia Ky Jackson
Biology, BS
Little Axe, Oklahoma
 
Destiny Blondale Jackson
Elementary Education, BSED
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Daniel Lee Jamieson
Computer Science, BS
Altus, Oklahoma
 
Annietha Lydia Jack
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma

Chase Wayne Johnston
General Studies, BA
Newkirk, Oklahoma
 
Amanda Elizabeth Kutz Jones
General Studies, BA
Alva, Oklahoma

Stephen Nathaniel Kates
Business Administration, BBA
Austin, Texas
 
Crystal Brookes Keeler
Accounting, BBA
Atoka, Oklahoma

Kayla Dawn Kelley***
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Shaughnessy Kelly
Psychology, BS
Arlington, Texas

Haruki Kitazaki
Business Administration, BBA
Fukuoka, Japan
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Benjamin David Kliewer**
Mass Communication, BS
Mountain View, Oklahoma

Bridget Kreisel
Psychology, BS
Ponca City, Oklahoma
 
Nishan Lama***
Computer Science, BS
Kathmandu, Nepal

Austin Phillips Lampe
Agriculture, BS
Dodge City, Kansas
 
DeQuan T. Laskey
Agriculture, BS
Jones, Oklahoma

Carlen Jazmin Lazcano
Biology, BS
Kremlin, Oklahoma
 
Frances Leaming
Psychology, BS
Newkirk, Oklahoma

Hugo Ledesma
Business Administration, BBA
Boise City, Oklahoma
 
Kailin Lian
Nursing, BSN
Laguna Niguel, California

Jocelyn Elise Long***
Social Work, BSW
Overland Park, Kansas
 
Jacylin Longhofer
Nursing, BSN
Shattuck, Oklahoma

Tyce William Lonker
Agriculture, BS
Medicine Lodge, Kansas

James Keyton Lueb
Political Science, BA
Rockwall, Texas
 
Thomas J. Lystad
Criminal Justice, BS
Clovis, California

Sofia Victoria Maldonado
General Studies, BA
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
 
April Dawn Martinez
Psychology, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma

Carlie Mae Massingale
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Prosper, Texas
 
Kayleigh Jean McAlpin
Agriculture, BS
Alva, Oklahoma
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Cathryn McCormick
Accounting, BBA
Shattuck, Oklahoma
 
Lyndi Rae McCreary*
Biology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma

Merin Elizabeath Ann McDaniel
Biology, BS
Mustang, Oklahoma
 
Cody Shawn McMullen
Computer Science, BS
Enid, Oklahoma

Clare Elizabeth Merrigan*
Nursing, BSN
Psychology, BS
Tucson, Arizona

Abigail Lorraine Miller
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Elizabeth Paige Airington-Miller
Accounting, BBA
Woodward, Oklahoma

McKayla M. Monday**
Nursing, BSN
Fort Supply, Oklahoma
 
Landon Charles Monsees
General Studies, BA
Breckinridge, Oklahoma

Ethan Montgomery
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Bristow, Oklahoma
 
Angelica Michelle Moran
Biology, BS
Boise City, Oklahoma

Kyle Moran
Business Administration, BBA
Colorado Springs, Colorado
 
Kaitlyn Morphy
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Winnipeg, Canada

Stran Morris
Agriculture, BS
Woodward, Oklahoma
 
Gentry Mortensen
Music, BM
Woodward, Oklahoma

Ashlynn Marie Moutaw
Nursing, BSN
Garber, Oklahoma
 
Harley Mullins
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Glenpool, Oklahoma

Lindy Shawn Munsell
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Arnett, Oklahoma
 



Josey R. Myers
Agriculture Education, BSED
Anadarko, Oklahoma

Joseph Terrell Nix
Criminal Justice, BS
Edmond, Oklahoma
 
Natalie R. Noles
Business Administration, BBA
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Jaci Faith Oakley
Business Administration, BBA
Shattuck, Oklahoma
 
Olumurewa Deborah Olalere
Psychology, BS
Las Vegas, Nevada

Christian Daniel Ortiz
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Jay, Oklahoma
 
Malik Parsons
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
San Diego, California

Ovell Lamonte Patterson Jr.
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Fresno, California

Bo Pearson
English, BA
Higgins, Texas

Brett Ryan Perry ***
Business Administration, BBA
Hobart, Oklahoma
 
Kelsey Kay Petty
Nursing, BSN
Woodward, Oklahoma

Cade Phelps
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Wellington, Kansas
 
Kalie Lachell Phillips
Nursing, BSN
Stillwater, Oklahoma

Austyn Lanae Pine***
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Newcastle, Oklahoma

Jeremy Plourde
Business Administration, BBA
Carleton, Michigan
 
Thomas Prado
Criminal Justice, BS
Cedar Creek, Texas

Hayden Michael Priest
Criminal Justice, BS
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Jezmeine Iila Gale Punzalan*
Business Administration, BBA
Blackwell, Oklahoma
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Aayush Bikram Rana*
Computer Science, BS
Kathmandu, Nepal
 
Klaycie Rauch
Psychology, BS
Cleo Springs, Oklahoma

Carolyn Eileen Reaves
Social Work, BSW
Fort Supply, Oklahoma
 
Jara Jessica Reeder
Mass Communication, BS
Elk City, Oklahoma

Ally Lynn Riley
Nursing, BSN
Alva, Oklahoma

Paige Shelby Robinette
Chemistry, BS
Waukomis, Oklahoma
 
Chantal Rocha*
Social Work, BSW
Woodward, Oklahoma

Ashlynn Paige Rogers
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Attica, Kansas
 
Dalton Rose
Agriculture, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Jose Angel Rubalcava
Business Administration, BBA
Tolleson, Arizona
 
Bianca Marie Ruiz*
Biology, BS
Chemistry, BS
Alva, Oklahoma

Kelly Russell
Criminal Justice, BS
Loyal, Oklahoma

Kameron Ryer
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Waxahachie, Texas
 
Miguel Leonardo Sanchez
Psychology, BS
Blackwell, Oklahoma

Gracie Dawn Scarbrough***
Business Administration, BBA
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Tyler Scheevel
Agriculture, BS
Lester Prairie, Minnesota

Sierra Rae Schott
Chemistry, BS
McLaughlin, South Dakota
 
Jacob Schovanec
Computer Science, BS
Hennessey, Oklahoma

15



Toni Marie Schram
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Kobe Lynn Schultz
Agriculture, BS
Pond Creek, Oklahoma

Remick Eryn Setzer
Accounting, BBA
Hydro, Oklahoma
 
Casey L. Sims
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma

Keeli Renee Smith***
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Felt, Oklahoma

Shelby Lynne Smith**
Nursing, BSN
Lahoma, Oklahoma
 
Kevin Mark Sodowsky
Criminal Justice, BS
Ringwood, Oklahoma

David Gabriel Sonnier
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Lumberton, Texas
 
Anna Marie Spears
Elementary Education, BSED
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Chesney Sprinkle
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Abilene, Kansas
 
Ashley Nicole Steadman
Nursing, BSN
Alva, Oklahoma

Torrence Stevens
Health & Sports Science Education, BS
Houston, Texas
 
Jacob Russel Stewart
Accounting, BBA
Alva, Oklahoma

Natasha Marie Stocks
Elementary Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma
 
Sierra Dawn Swanson
Social Work, BSW
Fairview, Oklahoma

Taylor Shealane Lemen
Criminal Justice, BS
Alva, Oklahoma
 
Katelyn L. Taylor*
Agriculture Education, BSED
Elgin, Oklahoma

Kaleb A. Townsend
Agriculture Education, BSED
Woodward, Oklahoma
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Jaden Trimble
Agriculture, BS
Coffeyville, Kansas

Ashton Paige Tuck*
Business Administration, BBA
Mooreland, Oklahoma

William Turkelson
Nursing, BSN
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
 
Peggy Lee Tyler
Accounting, BBA
Millerton, Oklahoma

Garrett Vaughan Tyree
Agriculture, BS
Lamar, Colorado
 
Makennah Rochelle Tyree
Biology, BS
Lamar, Colorado

Lauren Nichole Veach
Nursing, BSN
Mutual, Oklahoma
 
Dayra Farid Verduzco-Serrano*
Psychology, BS
Enid, Oklahoma

Jordan Arissa Villalva**
Early Childhood Education, BSED
Enid, Oklahoma
 

Kylan Watkins***
Social Science, BAED
Vici, Oklahoma

Dakota Cheyenne Waugh
Criminal Justice, BS
Taloga, Oklahoma
 
Jacob Alan Webster
Social Science, BAED
Deer Creek, Oklahoma

Rikki Renee Weidner*
Nursing, BSN
Enid, Oklahoma

Shana Leigh Wells
General Studies, BA
Cherokee, Oklahoma

Kaydan Walker Whetstone
Computer Science, BS
Vici, Oklahoma
 
Summer Dawn Whitted
Elementary Education, BSED
Arkansas City, Kansas

Thad Wilkinson
Agriculture, BS
Buffalo, Oklahoma
 
Emalee Telain Williams
Nursing, BSN
Morrison, Oklahoma
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Michelle Dawn Willson
Mass Communication, BS
Conway Springs, Kansas
 
Caitlyn Wray
Agriculture Education, BSED
Okeene, Oklahoma

18

 BA - Bachelor of Arts
 BM - Bachelor of Music
 BS - Bachelor of Science
 BAAS - Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences
 BAEd - Bachelor of Arts Education
 BBA - Bachelor of Business Administration
 BMEd - Bachelor of Music Education
 BSEd - Bachelor of Science Education
 BSN - Bachelor of Science in Nursing
 BSW  - Bachelor of Social Work

Takia Tashay Zachary
Psychology, BS
Sapulpa, Oklahoma
 

Official graduation photos taken by NWOSU University Relations will be   
available for free download via the Northwestern Flickr page at https://www.

flickr.com/photos/nwosu-rangers/albums.

Official graduation photos taken by NWOSU University Relations will 
be    available for free download via the Northwestern Shutterfly page at         

http://nwosucommencement.shutterfly.com/.
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HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was designed by faculty and administration to provide intellectual 
stimulation in a challenging and supportive environment. Only a few of the academically 
elite students are selected to participate. Program requirements include taking a minimum 
of four Honors Courses and participating in student/faculty research projects or attending 
seminars. Students who complete the program will “Graduate with Honors” and are indi-
cated in the program by the symbol “†”.

LEVELS OF ACADEMIC DISTINCTION
Latin honors are Latin phrases used to indicate the Level of Academic Distinction with which 
an academic degree was earned. Northwestern Oklahoma State University recognizes 
graduates with Levels of Academic Distinction based upon their cumulative grade point 
average.

*Cum Laude: 3.70-3.79 CGPA
**Magna Cum Laude: 3.80-3.89 CGPA

***Summa Cum Laude: 3.90-4.00 CGPA

ACADEMIC DRESS
The origins of academic dress date back to the 12th and 13th centuries when universities 
were being organized in medieval Europe. The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether 
student or teacher, was the dress worn by church officials of the time. The academic dress 
of American institutions has evolved from European traditions and has been in use in the 
country since colonial times. In the United States, academic degrees are identified by 
distinctive gowns, hoods, and colors.

Gowns recommended for use in the colleges and universities in the United States have 
the following characteristics. The gown of the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves. The 
gown for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve. The gown for the doctor’s degree has 
bell-shaped sleeves. Today gowns are designed so that they may be worn open or closed.

Gowns for the bachelor’s or master’s degrees are untrimmed. For the doctor’s degree, 
the gown is faced in front with velvet; three bars (chevrons) are used across the sleeves. 
These velvet facings and cross bars (chevrons) may be black or the color distinctive of the 
academic disciplines to which the degree pertains, thus coinciding with the edging of the 
hood that is appropriate to the particular academic discipline of the doctor’s degree.
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The academic hood is colorful having its outside black with an edging of velvet in the color 
representing the academic degree. Each hood is lined with silk in colors representing the 
university granting the degree. Northwestern Oklahoma State University hoods are lined 
with red and black in addition to the trim representing the academic degree.

The cap or mortarboard comes from Italy and has its origins during the Renaissance. The 
cap has evolved from one that originally was worn over the ears and including no tassel 
to today’s modification of a black square on a skullcap including a tassel. Variations of the 
mortarboard include the beret or the tam.

The colors of the tassel worn with the academic cap represent the level of degree or aca-
demic field in which the degree is conferred. For example, doctoral degree holders often 
wear a gold tassel that used to be worn only by presidents or chancellors.

For academic purposes, including trimmings of doctor’s gown, edging of hoods, and tas-
sels of caps, the colors associated with the different academic disciplines are as follows:

  Agriculture (Maize)
  Arts, Letters, Humanities (White)
  Behavioral Science (Royal Blue)
  Commerce, Accountancy, Business (Drab)
  Economics (Copper)
  Education (Light Blue)
  English (White)
  Fine Arts, including Architecture (Brown)
  Journalism (Crimson)
  Law (Purple)
  Library Science (Lemon)
  Medicine (Green)
  Music (Pink)
  Nursing (Apricot)
  Oratory - Speech (Silver Gray)
  Philosophy (Dark Blue)
  Physical Education (Sage Blue)
  Science (Golden Yellow)
  Social Work (Citron)
  Theology (Scarlet)

Parts of the preceding information were adapted from the commencement programs of 
Fort Hays State University, Oklahoma State University, Texas A&M University, and the 
University of Oklahoma.
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HONOR SOCIETIES
Northwestern Oklahoma State University offers the opportunity for its students to be members 
of a number of academic honor societies. Membership traditionally is by invitation to those 
who have excelled predominantly in academic achievement. Some academic honor societies 
recognize students from all academic fields while others focus on specialized areas such as 
psychology or history. At Northwestern, these academic honor societies include: Alpha Psi 
Omega, Cardinal Key, Delta Tau Alpha, Delta Mu Delta, Chi Sigma Iota, Kappa Kappa Psi, 
Lambda Iota Tau, Phi Alpha Theta, Psi Chi, Pi Kappa Delta, Pi Sigma Alpha, Red and Black 
Scroll, Sigma Beta Delta, Sigma Tau Delta, and Sigma Delta Pi. Some of the members of 
these honor societies can be identified during graduation ceremonies by the honors cords 
or honors stoles they will be wearing over their academic dress.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The University Mace leads the academic procession at commencement and on other 
special ceremonial occasions. The mace symbolizes the authority of the President on 
behalf of the University.  Historically, the use of a mace dates back to the Middle Ages and 
was carried before or placed near a magistrate or other dignitary as an ensign of authority.

The mace was designed by Dr. Jerry Brownrigg, Professor Emeritus of Technology. 
Brownrigg, who retired from Northwestern after 42 years of dedicated service, crafted the 
mace from a 45-year-old piece of local black walnut. Brownrigg was a skilled artist who has 
received national and worldwide acclaim for his craftsmanship. The mace depicts various 
University symbols, including the University seal, the names of the institution since it was 
established in 1897, and the names of the presidents of the University. 
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NORTHWESTERN  ALMA  MATER

 Oh, Northwestern Alma Mater,

 In our hearts you will remain,

 To keep your honor and your glory,

 Our devotion we proclaim.

 In days to come,

 And years begun

 Throughout the land,

 We’ll praise your name.

 For all your honor and your glory,

 And your great undying fame,

 We hail our Alma Mater.

        F.A. McClain


