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The “ 



ADA Rule Timeline

The April 2026 compliance deadline 
is fast approaching, making it 
essential for faculty and staff to begin 
aligning digital content and services 
with accessibility standards now.

April 24, 2026

224 days away



Key WCAG 2.1 Criteria for Media

• Level A: The Foundation
• 1.2.1 Audio-only & Video-only 

(Prerecorded):
Requires a text transcript for audio-only 
content.

• 1.2.2 Captions (Prerecorded):
Requires captions for all prerecorded 
videos with audio.

• 1.2.3 Audio Description or Media 
Alternative (Prerecorded):
• An audio description of the visual 

content.
• OR a media alternative, typically a 

detailed transcript.

Level AA: The Higher Standard
• 1.2.4 Captions (Live): 

Elevates the standard to require 
captions for live video events.

• 1.2.5 Audio Description (Prerecorded): 
Makes a dedicated audio description 
track mandatory. 

Meeting this criterion satisfies 1.2.3

Technical Standard: Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.1 
The rule mandates captions, transcripts, and audio descriptions as key WCAG Level A and AA requirements.
Both A and AA must be met.

 

 



A Student’s Perspective

"Captions help me process the information and 
take better notes."

— Sean, college student and Deaf community member

(Shared in a testimonial featured by the National Deaf Center)



Captions & Transcripts
Captions:

Text displayed on-screen that represents the spoken dialogue and 
relevant sounds (music, laughter, sound effects).

Types:

• Closed captions (can be turned on/off)

• Open captions (always visible, “baked in,” TikTok style)

Transcripts:

A full written version of the spoken content, often including 
speaker identification and sometimes descriptions of visual 
elements.

Types:

• Verbatim transcripts (word-for-word)

• Edited transcripts (cleaned up for readability)

Subtitles:

Text translations or transcriptions of spoken dialogue, usually 
shown at the bottom of the screen. Subtitles generally don’t 
include sound effects or speaker identification.

 



Live & Auto-Captions
Zoom

• Host enables live transcription, which makes 
the captioning feature available to everyone. 

• Each participant then needs to click the 'Show 
Captions' button on their own toolbar to see 
them. 

• As a host, you make them available, but you 
can't turn them on for everyone.

PowerPoint

• Select the “Always Use Subtitles” feature 
under the Slide Show tab to enable live 
captions during presentations.

• Customize spoken language and subtitle 
language to support multilingual audiences.

• Choose subtitle placement (above or below 
slide) for better visibility and accessibility.

• Test the feature in advance to check 
for accuracy, especially with technical or 
specific terms.



Podcast Captions: Notebook LM

1. Upload supported audio file:

MP3, WAV, MP4, M4A, AIFF, AAC, CAF, AMR, Opus

2. Add a Prompt: 

Please transcribe the podcast, identify the speakers, 

such as Host and Co-Host, to facilitate better 

understanding and flow. You don't need to include 

timing, as this is solely for the transcript. Make the 

transcript a downloadable document.

3. Select “Save to Note” to keep the transcription

https://notebooklm.google.com/ 

https://notebooklm.google.com/


Aut 



The "How" of Audio Description (A.D.)

• What is it? Narration that describes key visual information not 
conveyed through dialogue.

• The Goal: Provide context for listeners who cannot see the screen.

• When Is A.D. Needed?
• Is information communicated visually but not mentioned in the audio?
• Would someone who can’t see the content miss out on important info?

• Determine Method of Delivery:
• Alternate Audio track (delivery between natural pauses)
• Stand-alone version (descriptive video with dedicated audio track)
• Extended audio description: video pauses for audio descriptions



A Voice from the Community

"The description should never tell me how to 
feel. Describe the character’s furrowed brow, 
and I'll decide if they’re angry or confused."

— Thomas Reid
Host of the “Reid My Mind” Podcast and AD Advocate



Composing Effective Audio Descriptions 
Preparation
•Work with videographer and/or editor to plan final 

product (ideally before production)
• Develop a script with timing, shots and notes.
• Craft descriptions that fit into natural pauses.
• Use present tense and plain language.

Composition

• Prioritize critical visual information (math, charts, 
facial expressions, actions, scene changes).
• Avoid interpretation; describe, don’t editorialize.
• Be concise.



Hands-On Activity
Your Turn: Crafting an Audio Description
• We will play a 20-second video clip with 

visual information with a little dialogue.
• In the chat, please write a brief audio 

description for it.

(Note for attendees): We recognize the accessibility 
challenge of this activity and will provide an audio 
description version at the conclusion.

Video , No Audio Description Video Audio Description

https://streaming.uco.edu/media/1_t1v952op
https://streaming.uco.edu/media/1_cql1aehd


Audio Description Resources

•Audio Description Project:
An Initiative of The American Council of the Blind

www.adp.acb.org

•WC3: Making Audio and Video Media Accessible

www.w3.org/WAI/media/av/

 

 

http://www.adp.acb.org/
http://www.w3.org/WAI/media/av/


Key Takeaways & Q&A

• Compliance is the Floor, Not the Ceiling:

The new DOJ rule sets the standard (WCAG 2.1 AA), but our true goal is creating an equitable and 

inclusive learning experience for everyone.

• Start with Automation, Finish with a Human Touch:

Use tools like YouTube to generate captions (a first draft), but our manual review for accuracy, 

punctuation, and speaker identification is what makes content truly accessible.

• Avoid Editorializing: 

Prioritize clarity and learning. Describe visual content clearly and objectively, using present tense, avoiding 

interpretation, and timing narration to fit naturally between dialogue.

• Listen to the Experts:

The best practices for captions and audio description come directly from the disability community. 

Prioritize clarity, objectivity, and describing only what's essential to the experience.
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Darren Denham
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