
What Invigorates You?
In early April 2025, I was involved in 

a professional development opportunity 
for Oklahoma teachers at the NWOSU-
Enid campus location. Along with 14 
other Oklahoma educators who were 
there for the ride, we trekked through a 
“Choose Your Own Adventure” curric-
ulum. In short, it was a fantastic event—
and I was invigorated! As I reflected on 
why this was such a recharging event, I 
realized it was more than just the nostal-
gic theme. There were several dovetail-
ing components that, I contend, serve as 
a palatable metaphor for the things that 
can invigorate us in higher education 
through the days, weeks, semesters, and 
academic years.

Perhaps the most obvious is the 
actual fun in “doing.” But it runs a bit 
deeper than that, because while doing 
the activities can be fun, the true moti-
vation was to help others share in that 
enjoyment. For the PD I was involved 
in, this consisted of completing hands-
on and minds-on physical science activ-
ities with others for grade-appropriate 
content. For the pages that follow in 
this Spotlight edition, this encompasses 
items such as performing in an event for 
the community, attending an excursion 
with students, publishing a collection 

of student works, hosting K-12 events 
on campus, bringing in speakers from 
your discipline, and the like. We have so 
many members of our community that 
engage in their discipline in ways that 
invite others to share their passion, it’s 
invigorating!

Another element making a signifi-
cant impression on me regarding the 
springtime PD was observing others 
express through their learning and par-
ticipation the vested interest they held in 
deepening their understanding of con-
cepts and pedagogy. Simply put, they 
were present—And they were present 
to get to work, eager to pull out of the 
day all that they could. It is fair to say 
that documented in the Spotlight, you 
will see numerous accounts of students 
being present and actively involved in 
their learning here at NWOSU. It is in-
vigorating to see students taking advan-
tage of the opportunities provided to 
them by faculty, administration, and the 
university.

Of course, working with colleagues 
is rewording in and of itself, too. I had 
the pleasure of working with Dr. Jenny 
Sattler to organize the PD event and 
coordinating with the Oklahoma Sci-
ence Teaching Association board to 

make the session a success for teachers 
from across the state. As is the case with 
previous editions of the Spotlight, you’ll 
find ample evidence of collaborations 
and teamwork that pull together pro-
gramming for the benefit of many. This 
includes university employees as well as 
students, as students play critical roles 
in the success of university-sponsored 
programming (clinics, performances, 
outreach, service-learning, etc.). Seeing 
what’s been done and considering how 
past activity can serve as seeds for future 
activity is, as you may have guessed, in-
vigorating!

To summarize, and to call atten-
tion to the broader theme at play, it is 
important to recognize that our con-
tributions are part of a greater whole. 
There is no question that our individual 
accomplishments should be acknowl-
edged. In addition, I would add that 
our disciplines, our departments, and 
our institution benefit greatly from our 
aspirations and goals as a collective. So 
thank you for all that you do, thank you 
for all that you’ve done, and thank you 
for continuing your adventures pursu-
ing those things that invigorate you!
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The faculty of Northwestern’s 
Reichenberger Department of Fine 
Arts presented a recital for the pub-
lic Jan. 30 at the Alva Presbyterian 
Church. 

There was no charge, however, 
monetary and food donations for the 
Northwestern Campus Cabinet food 
pantry were encouraged. 

Faculty showcased their expertise 
in the areas of music, theatre and vi-
sual arts. Each faculty member gave a 

performance in their respective area. 
Dr. Eduardo Moreira, assistant 

professor of music, was excited for the 
faculty to perform for the Alva com-
munity and Northwestern students to 
get the opportunity to see their pro-
fessors in a professional setting. 

“We believe that is important for 
them to see that their teachers are also 
accomplished per-
formers in their area,” 
Moreira said. “Last 

year’s recital 
had great at-

Northwestern Fine Arts faculty recital back by popular demand
tendance, and many members of the 
community wanted this concert to 
become a regular event.” 

For more information on the 
Reichenberger Department of Fine 
Arts, contact Kimberly Weast, de-
partment chair and professor of the-
atre arts, at kkweast@nwosu.edu or 
(580) 327-8462.

Kimberly 
Weast, right, 
accompanied 
by Eduardo 
Moreira, 
presents a 
vocal solo.

Mickey Jordan, right, with assistance from Lisa Turner 
presents a humorous piece.

Tom Cornell, 
presents a 
humorous 
piece.

Derrick 
Bready, right, 
accompanied 
by Eduardo 
Moreira, sings a 
vocal solo.

Eduardo 
Moreira 
presents 

a solo 
piano 

selection.

Xan Perkins met the 
crowd and presented a 

few musical pieces.

Victoria Calderone Moreira 
presented pieces both on flute 

and (pictured here) piccolo.
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https://bit.ly/4jyf1WH
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/493075920480350
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwestern-recognizes-honor-roll-students-for-fall-2024
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwestern-future-educators-day-feb-5-registration-ends-jan-31


3 seniors awarded Guthrie Scottish Rite Scholarship
Three Northwestern seniors 

were awarded the Spring 2025 
Guthrie Scottish Rite Scholarship 
given by the Guthrie Scottish Rite 
Charitable and Educational Foun-
dation.

Those awarded this semes-
ter are Taylor Ellis, an agriculture 
education major from Kremlin-
Hillsdale; Samuel Grinder, a vo-
cal music education major from 
Sayre; and Erica Neuenschwander, 
an early childhood education ma-
jor from Sharon.

Each semester the scholarships 
are awarded to teacher candidates 
who are completing their profes-
sional semester.

Dr. James Bell, vice president 
for academic affairs, and Dr. Jen-
nifer Oswald, chair of the Division 
of Education and associate pro-
fessor of education, presented the 
students with their scholarships.

The Guthrie Scot-
tish Rite Charitable and 
Educational Foundation 
works primarily with 
children with language 
and/or reading disor-
ders. Recipients are se-
lected by the Division 
of Education faculty 
members through an 
essay application pro-
cess. 

For more informa-
tion on the Guthrie 
Scottish Rite scholar-
ship or the Division of 
Education visit their 
webpage at www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-profes-
sional-studies/education, 
or contact Oswald 
by at jdoswald@
nwosu.edu or 
(580) 327-8451. 

Dr. Jen Oswald, chair of the Division of Education, 
presented three Northwestern senior education majors 
with the Spring 2025 Guthrie Scottish Rite scholarship. 
From left to right: Dr. Jen Oswald, Taylor Ellis, Samuel 
Grinder and Erica Neuenschwander.
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1204166258376096&set=a.484574653668597
https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0HPUy7DRNfyjfMDwthTE4FdwzYgXdcsZsfUycPwW4KMmrAZggHLL4U6PSaCc8rwpgl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8j63fcBQxs
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1000203008821676&set=pcb.1000204992154811


20 seniors take on student teaching assignments at area schools
Twenty senior education students 

began their student teaching assign-
ments at local schools to gain critical 
hands-on experience in the spring.

The students returned to campus 
for seminars in March and their port-
folio exit interviews in May. 	

Listed below are the students, their 
majors, hometowns and teaching as-
signments. 

Agriculture Education – Austin 
Bradt of Laverne at Shattuck High 
School; Taylor Ellis of Kremlin-Hill-
sdale at Shattuck High School; Eliza-
beth (Wortham) Lawson of Jenks at 
Guthrie High School; Abigail Meyer 
of Blue Hill, Nebraska, at Dover Public 
Schools

Early Childhood Education – 
Madelyn Atchley of Enid at 
Hayes Elementary School 
in Enid; Erica Neuen-
schwander of Sharon at 
Woodward Early Child-
hood Center; Madeline 
Rankin of Gate at Washing-
ton Early Childhood Center 
in Alva

Elementary Education 
– Shelby Bruno of Tonka-
wa at Tonkawa Elementary 
School; Jasmine Gonzalez 
of Bartlesville at Burlington 
Elementary School; Faith 
LaBlue of Blackwell at Fron-
tier Elementary School; Au-
bry Rose of Alva at Aline-
Cleo Elementary School; 
Shelbi Youngblood of Ponca 
City at Newkirk Elementary 
School 

English Education – Ty-
ler Blankenship of Macomb 
at Alva High School

Health and Sports Sci-
ence Education – Tatum 
Booth of Texhoma at Way-

noka Elementary School; T.J. Parker 
of Kingfisher at Dover Elementary 
School; Jerod Payne of Valley Center, 
Kansas, at Alva Middle School

Mathematics Education – Morgan 
Cook of Alva at Cherokee High 
School

Natural Science Education – 
Noah Voth of Enid at Alva Mid-
dle School

Social Science Education – 
Stephanie Smith of Ponca City at 
Tonkawa Middle School

Vocal Music Education – 
Samuel Grinder of Sayre at Elk 
City Public Schools

For more information on 
Northwestern’s teacher educa-
tion program, visit https://www.

nwosu.edu/school-of-education/edu-
cation or contact Dr. Jennifer Oswald, 
chair of the Division of Education and 
associate professor of education, at (580) 
327-8451 or jdoswald@nwosu.edu.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=gPWobsapw6s
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      Rangers,
            Ride!

https://www.facebook.com/RangerDining/posts/pfbid0M2hXoXUWYA5NWT6bVG2nG8V4vXqV5SwPZWyR4N9ifjtA3jWoYD1sSk5xLgP9cPrbl
https://www.facebook.com/campuscabinetnwosu/posts/pfbid02XR6sKTLHq7nTiE3MhsPiVPoZ3jc1QSnQv3DaFuoXFERmLcHoCvD2CDYg3LwL5Eyol
 https://bit.ly/3CS311O


Social Work offering free infant mental health training 
Northwestern’s Department of So-

cial Work continued its partnership 
with Haruv USA to provide a free in-
fant mental health training series. This 
training series included a two-part ses-
sion presenting “Attachment Style and 
Its Influence on Children” first and 
“Foundations of Infant Mental Health: 
Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment 
in Practice” second.

Lucy Shirisia, a professor at Utah 
Valley University, presented the first 
session of the series via Zoom on 
March 24.

“This training focused on the im-
portance of creating a secure attach-
ment with your child and its long-term 
effects, techniques in healing insecure 
attachment styles and practicing se-
cure attachment style,” Dr. Kylene Re-
hder, chair of the department of social 
work, social work program director 
and professor of social work, said.

Shirisia has taught for 10 years and 
is now earning a second graduate de-
gree, a Ph.D. in health psychology. Her 
research and expertise are on Attach-
ment Theory. Shirisia has worked as 
a caseworker for low-income families 
and was a foster care consultant. She 
has taught in early education schools 
and is a board member and co-chair of 
the conference committee of National 
Social Science Association (NSSA).

The second session will be pre-
sented by Tara Glenn, LCSW, IMH-E®, 
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker via 
Zoom on April 30 from 1 to 4 p.m.

This session will provide an inter-
active three-hour training to expand 
and strengthen participants’ under-
standing of the foundational principles 
of infant mental health, providing a 
comprehensive overview of assess-
ment, diagnosis and treatment for 
young children and their families. Par-
ticipants will explore the core concepts 

of reflective consultation and essential 
clinical skills needed to work effective-
ly in this field.

“Through guided case study, at-
tendees will gain practical insights 
into real-world applications, learning 
how to integrate these elements into 
their work with young children and 
caregivers,” Rehder said. “This train-
ing emphasizes the importance of at-
tachment, trauma-informed care and 
cultural responsiveness in promot-
ing healthy emotional and relational 
development during the critical early 
years.”

Glenn is an endorsed infant men-
tal health clinician by the Oklahoma 
Association of Infant Mental Health. 
Her work has focused on treating 
childhood sexual abuse and trauma, 
treating fami-
lies with infants/
young children 
who have experi-
enced scary and 
confusing things 
or have experi-
enced attachment 
disruptions and 
serving adults with 
complex trauma 
histories. 

Glenn is an 
Eye Movement 
Desensitization 
and Reprocessing 
(EMDR) trained 
therapist as well as 
Trauma-Focused 
Cognitive Behav-
ioral Therapy (TF-
CBT), Child-Par-
ent Psychotherapy 
(CPP) and Circle 
of Security. She 
believes everyone 
is created for con-

nection and with a purpose and wants 
to serve people so that any barriers to 
that fulfillment can be diminished.

“We are thrilled to continue our 
partnership with Haruv USA and of-
fer training that supports the work in 
the field of infant and early childhood 
mental health,” Rehder said. “We en-
courage students and helping profes-
sionals from all disciplines to join us 
for an exciting afternoon of learning.” 

She added that this training is ideal 
for teachers, social workers, child wel-
fare specialists, counselors and those in 
the medical field. Haruv USA is an in-
ternational training institute that pro-
vides interprofessional education and 
training for professionals and students 
from many settings in the field of child 

Continued to page 15
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Continued from page14

Social Work offering free...
maltreatment. Haruv USA’s innovative 
programs equip professionals working 
with abused and neglected children 
with up-to-date theoretical and em-
pirical knowledge to meet their needs.

Registration for the training is free, 

and CEUs are available for social work 
and LPC professionals. To register for 
this event, visit https://haruv-usa.org/
events/infant-mental-health-virtual-
series/. 

For more information on the train-
ing, contact Re-
hder at kdrehder@

nwosu.edu or DeJon Knapp, LCSW, 
Haruv USA Director at the Anne and 
Henry Zarrow School of Social Work 
OU-Tulsa, at dejon@ou.edu. To learn 
more about the social work depart-
ment at Northwestern, visit www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-scienc-
es/social-work. 
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Pierce earns 2025 deSERVING Ranger Award
Krystan Pierce, senior social 

work major from Fargo, has been 
honored with this year’s deSERVING 
Ranger Award from the Service-
Learning and Civic Engagement 
(SL/CE) program at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University.

Kaylyn Hansen, director of as-
sessment and institutional effec-
tiveness who also leads the service-
learning and civic engagement 
program, said each spring the award 
recognizes an outstanding North-
western student who demonstrates 
the following: 

•	 Dedication to service and a 
sense of responsibility to the North-
western service-learning and civic 
engagement vision

•	 Serves as a community ser-
vice model for other students

•	 Exceptional leadership and 
organizational skills

•	 Consistent work ethic and 
availability      

Pierce has completed more than 
200 service hours in volunteer op-
portunities including the Angel Tree 
Drive; Compassion in Action Dig-
nity Drive; Primp for Prom; Cam-
pus Cabinet Food Drive; Kindness 
Day; Garfield County Child Advo-
cacy Center Wooden Children Proj-
ect; and the Red Tie event.

She also actively volunteers at 
her church and assisted in the cre-
ation of an educational video for the 
Northwestern Social Work Depart-
ment’s new Infant and Childhood 
Mental Health minor and micro-
credential program. 

Pierce also volunteered with the 
Hope Center, Traditions Hospice, 
Western Plains Youth and Family Ser-
vices along with various other events 
in both the Alva, Enid and Woodward 
communities. “(Pierce) demonstrates 

exceptional dedication to her uni-
versity community through service-
learning projects,” Dr. Kylene Rehder, 
professor of social work and chair of 
the Northwestern 
Department of So-
cial Work, said. “Her 
ability to engage with 
local organizations, 
address real-world 
challenges and in-
spire peers to take ac-
tion reflects her com-
mitment to making a 
meaningful impact.”

Pierce has 
served as the presi-
dent of Northwestern’s Social Work-
ers of Tomorrow (SWAT) chapter 
since the 2024 
spring semester 
and serves on the 
Woodward Lead-
ership Advisory 
Board.

“I am truly 
honored to re-
ceive the de-
SERVING Rang-
er award,” Pierce 
said. “When I 
first heard I was 
not only nomi-
nated but win-
ning this award, 
it brought tears 
to my eyes. I’ve 
always enjoyed 
helping others in 
any way I pos-
sibly could, so to 
be honored for 
doing something 
I love is incred-
ibly humbling 
and inspiring to 
continue to make 

a difference where I can.”
The deSERVING Ranger Award 

is awarded once a year to a quali-
fied Northwestern student, who is 

nominated by a North-
western faculty or staff 
member. The award 
started in 2015 and has 
been awarded to stu-
dents from a variety of 
majors.

To learn more about 
Northwestern’s Depart-
ment of Social Work, 
visit www.nwosu.edu/
school-of-arts-and-sci-

ences/social-work or con-
tact Rehder at kdrehder@nwosu.
edu or (580) 327-8135.

Krystan Pierce
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https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTheatre/posts/pfbid02HLYzt6vpxa6ZaxJinUYF5WK98eo9Nj3Mmw7x2KTp4iAzw7nWRUCVVSvKWpBesaPbl


Chartwell’s food service has a new food option for 
students, employees and the general public on the Alva 
campus. A vending kiosk that serves hot, fresh food has 
been installed in the Student Center and is accessible 24 
hours a day. 

Food options change based on inventory, but cur-
rently include:

•	 Sausage breakfast burrito
•	 Glazed donuts
•	 White chocolate chunk cookies
•	 Turkey sausage and egg biscuits
•	 Glazed cinnamon roll donut
•	 Hot pockets
•	 Chocolate chip cookie stuffed with hazelnut
•	 Turkey melt sandwich
“We are excited to give students another food op-

tion on campus,” Charles Craddock, Chartwell’s food 
director, said. “This is accessible 24 hours a day, so stu-
dents can come use the machine at any hour for some 
great food.”

Users can order at the kiosk or use the Just Baked 
app. Once the order is queued, food is ready within sec-
onds. All nutritional and allergen facts are listed before 
ordering. The kiosk accepts credit/debit cards, Google 
Pay, Samsung Pay, Apple pay, etc. The machine does not 
take cash, and students cannot use flex dollars. 

For questions about the machine, contact Craddock 
at (580) 327-8622 or chartwells@nwosu.edu.

Chartwells provides new
hot food kiosk option

18  Spotlight

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1126251015847978


Northwestern Concert presents March 4 concert
The Concert Band performed its 

first concert under the direction of 
Alexander (Xan) Perkins, instructor 
of instrumental music, on Tuesday, 
March 4 in Fellers Family Audito-
rium in Herod Hall. 

The band members performed 
traditional wind band repertoire 
in the professional concert set-
ting. 

Perkins said the ensemble was 
comprised of students with many 
different majors and interests and 
is the “sit down” or “concert” ver-
sion of the marching band and pep 
bands found at Northwestern sport-
ing events. 

The ensemble performed four 
musical works featuring classic wind 
band literature from both known 
and underrepresented composers, 
as well as contemporary works writ-
ten for the concert band.

“The NWOSU Concert Band 

www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-
and-sciences/fine-arts/bands-and-
instrumental-music. 

only performs in this way three 
times throughout each school 
year,” Perkins said. “This event is 
important as it 
shows the hard 
work and dedi-
cation our stu-
dents have to 
the instrumental 
music program 
at Northwest-
ern.”

For addi-
tional informa-
tion about the 
concert or the 
i n s t r u m e n t a l 
music program, 
contact Perkins 
at agperkins@
nwosu.edu or 
(580) 327-8191 
or visit the web 
page at https://
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Northwestern’s Concert Band presents its first concert under the 
direction of Xan Perkins. Perkins joined the staff in January.
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Free Summer STEM Camp at Northwestern June 1-6
Oklahoma students in grades 

9-12 in fall 2025 were welcome to 
register to attend a free summer 
STEM camp at Northwestern-Alva 
June 1-6. Registration for “Renew-
able Energy – The Future is Here – 
Exploring and Learning Today: A 
Summer STEM Camp.” The camp 
was limited to 25 students.

This camp was funded by a 
grant from the Oklahoma Regents 
for Higher Education. Northwest-
ern played host to the camp along 
with High Plains Technology Cen-
ter of Woodward, OG&E, and 
NextEra Energy, the largest pro-
ducer of wind and solar power in 
the nation.

“This is a great educational 
opportunity for these high school 
students,” Dr. Tim Maharry, pro-
fessor of mathematics and chair 
of the mathematics and computer 
science department, said.

During the camp, students en-
gaged in hands-on learning with 
professionals in higher education 
as well as professionals in the field 
of renewable energy.

Students got an inside view of 

an operating nacelle, experience 
simulators and a climbing tower, 
and saw an operational Renew-
able Energy Site. Students learned 
about the generation and use of 
electricity as well as an introduc-
tion to electronics and robotics. 
Students received hands-on expe-
riences with the Renewable Energy 
Trainer. This portable Microgrid 
training device includes power 
generation, a micro-inverter, and 
storage using renewable energy 
technology.

Students also 
built and assem-
bled a wind tur-
bine and learned 
about solar pow-
er and hydro-
electric power.

The camp 
included field 
trips to Ala-
baster Caverns 
State Park, High 
Plains Technol-
ogy Center in 
Woodward, and 
the Sooner Wind 

site near Mooreland.
For more information about 

the camp, contact Maharry at 
tjmaharry@nwosu.edu or (580) 
327-8583.

Additional information about 
degree programs in STEM fields 
at Northwestern is available at 
www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-
and-sciences/math-and-comput-
er-science and www.nwosu.edu/
school-of-arts-and-sciences/natu-
ral-science. 
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Students from 30 high schools attend 11th Primp for Prom
The Department of Social 

Work gave away more than 350 
dresses to students representing 
30 high schools from Oklahoma, 
Kansas and Texas at the 11th An-
nual Primp for Prom event at 
Woodward High School.

This year more than 500 dress-
es and 50 pairs of shoes were do-
nated to the Northwestern Social 
Work Department that co-spon-
sors the event with Woodward 
High School. 

Dr. Kylene Rehder, chair of the 
Northwestern Department of So-
cial Work, social work program 
director and professor of social 
work, expressed appreciation for 
those who helped with this event’s 
success.

She thanked co-director Ste-
fanie Alexander; Woodward High 
School students and staff; the 
Northwestern-Woodward cam-

pus; former Northwestern-Wood-
ward campus dean Dr. Deena 
Fisher; Mayor Tom Fisher; Tres 
Jolie of Edmond; Top Cat Formal 
Wear & Accessories of Woodward; 
Northwestern social work student 
volunteers; social work alumni 
and professional social workers; 
Celebrations of Woodward; Corie 
Wells; Kelli Treadaway; and all the 
generous dress and accessory do-
nors from across northwest Okla-
homa.

Rehder extended a special 
thank you to the administration of 
Woodward High School for play-
ing host to the event.

“Please understand this event 
is about more than dresses,” Re-
hder said. “We see it as a means to 
embody our university and profes-
sional commitment to serve. This 
community event provides finan-
cial support to families, builds a 

sense of commu-
nity, celebrates 
inclusion, mod-
els service, and 
promotes posi-
tive self-images, 

confidence and empowerment to 
young people.”

For additional information on 
the Northwestern Department of 
Social Work, visit www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/
social-work.

For more information about 
this event or the department, please 
contact Rehder at kdrehder@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8135.

A group of volunteers from the Northwestern Department 
of Social Work at the 11th annual Primp for Prom event at 
Woodward High School. Back row, from left to right: Krystan 
Pierce, Isabella Burden, Harlie Altland, Northwestern 
Department of Social Work professor Codi Harding, social work 
department chair Dr. Kylene Rehder, McKenzie Cramer, social 
work adjunct instructor and Northwestern Alumna Jennifer 
Pribble, Kinley Rehder and Northwestern social work alumna 
Jonathan Wales. Front row, from left to right: Summer Verrill 
and Blakely Rehder.

A group of shoppers strike a pose at the 
11th annual Primp for Prom event at 
Woodward High School.

Students representing 30 high schools from Oklahoma, Kansas 
and Texas picked out more than 350 dresses during the 11th 
annual Primp for Prom event co-sponsored by the Northwestern 
Department of Social Work and Woodward High School.
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Presidential Lecture Series features William McKinley
Northwestern welcomed Dr. 

Kevin Kern, associate professor of 
history at the University of Akron, 
to the annual Presidential Lecture 
Series on Monday, April 7.

Kern earned his Ph.D. from 
Bowling Green State University 
and is the co-author of, “Ohio: A 
History of the Buckeye State,” now 
in its second edition.

He specializes in Ohio history, 
late 19th and early 20th-century 
U.S. history and the history of sci-
ence and technology. He has ap-
peared in shows on The History 
Channel, C-SPAN and PBS, and 
serves as the editor of the Univer-
sity of Akron Press Ohio History 
and Culture Series.

While Ohio history is the pri-
mary focus of 
Kern’s work, he 
has also pub-
lished articles 
and book chap-
ters in areas as 
diverse as the 
history of Amer-
ican eugenics to 
Monty Python 
studies. Kern is 
currently work-
ing on a book 
titled, “State of 
the Game: Ohio 

and the Development of a Football 
Culture,” on Ohio and the devel-
opment of American football.

The conversation during the 
lecture series focused on William 
McKinley. Born in Niles, Ohio, 
McKinley served as the 25th Presi-
dent of the United States until his 
assassination in 1901.

The annual program is spon-
sored by the Northwestern De-
partment of Social Sciences and 
Endowed Institute for Citizenship 
Studies.

For more information about 
the Northwestern Department 
of Social Sciences and the Presi-
dential Lecture Series, visit www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-
sciences/social-sciences, or con-
tact Dr. Aaron Mason, co-execu-
tive director of the Institute and 
professor of political science, at 
mason@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8522.
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16 social work seniors given field practicum assignments
Sixteen Northwestern senior so-

cial work majors began their field 
practicum assignments at agencies 
throughout Oklahoma and Kansas 
early this spring semester.

These students were required to 
complete 420 contact hours, dem-
onstrate 20 behaviors and master 
the program’s nine core competen-
cies as outlined by the Council on 
Social Work Education (CSWE). 
Field Education is a signature peda-
gogy for social work that instructs 
and socializes students to the fun-
damental dimensions of profession-
al practice. During field education, 
students are able to immerse them-
selves in practice and apply the skills 
and knowledge they have attained.

“Each student in field educa-
tion is assigned a volunteer field 
instructor who dedicates their time 
to guiding student learning and re-
inforcing essential social work con-
cepts, behaviors, and competencies,” 
said Codi Harding, director of field 
experience and assistant professor 

of social work. “We are grateful for 
all of our past and present field in-
structors.”

Listed below are the students, 
their field practicums, hometowns, 
and their practicum agency place-
ments:

Harlie Altland of Vici at the 
Department of Human Services 
in Woodward; Alyssa Arambula 
of Enid at the Department of Hu-
man Services in Enid; Alyssa Ball of 
Woodward at Western Plains Youth 
and Family Services in Woodward; 
McKenzie Cramer of Ashland, 
Kansas, at Ashland Public Schools; 
Samuel Felton of Enid at Northwest 
Behavioral Health Center; Baeleigh 
Henshall of Enid at the Depart-
ment of Human Services in Enid; 
Makenzie Hoskins of Arnett at 
Youth and Family Services in Enid; 
Kyra Hussey of Mangum at the De-
partment of Hu-
man Services in 
Mangum; Hunter 
McMillin of Syl-

via, Kansas, at Alva Public Schools; 
Krystan Pierce of Fargo at Western 
Plains Youth and Family Services in 
Woodward; Cammi Rogge of Alva 
at the Department of Human Ser-
vices in Enid; Malori Shire of Enid 
at Great Salt Plains Health Center 
in Enid; Tori Tyler of Alva at the 
Department of Human Services in 
Alva; Mikaela Tew of Woodward at 
Circle of Care in Woodward;  Yas-
min Vargas of Enid at YWCA Enid; 
and Summer Verrill of Norman at 
the Department of Human Services 
in Alva.

For more information about 
Northwestern’s Department of So-
cial Work, contact Dr. Kylene Re-
hder, department chair and profes-
sor of social work, at kdrehder@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8135 or 
contact Harding at clharding@
nwosu.edu or (580) 213-3148.
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“I thought John would be an excel-
lent representative of Northwestern as 
our Brad Henry International Scholar,” 
Maharry said. “John is an excellent 
student and was also our department’s 
student worker for several years. He 
was very helpful in 2021-2022 when 
we renovated Shockley Hall 125 as the 
new esports arena on campus and has 
been a valuable assistant for several of 
the esports competitions we have host-
ed on the Northwestern campus.” 

Cloud was also nominated by 
Ethan Sacket, Northwestern Student 
Success coordinator.

“As a student, John has made such 
a positive impact on so many here at 
Northwestern, and we’re grateful he’s 
been awarded the Brad Henry Inter-
national Scholar opportunity,” Sacket 
said. “I know he is stewarding this 
unique time well to learn and experi-
ence as much as possible.”

Cloud received funding for tuition 
and lodging for a full semester of study 
at Swansea University, as well as a sti-
pend to help with other expenses such 
as airfare and passport fees to and from 
the UK.

“It was terrifying to come here at first,” 
Cloud said, “but thanks to Christ, I was 
able to find the strength to make this my 
temporary home.”

Sacket be-
lieved Cloud was 
up to the task.

“Living in an 
entirely new coun-
try without know-
ing anyone prior 
would be outside 
the comfort zones 
of many,” Sacket 
said. “However, 
beyond the com-
fort zone is where 
great growth is dis-

Cloud selected as Brad Henry International Scholar
Northwestern computer science 

major John Cloud was been selected as 
a Brad Henry International Scholar by 
the Oklahoma State Regents for High-
er Education.

The Enid senior spent the spring 
2025 semester studying at Swansea 
University in Swansea, Wales, United 
Kingdom.

“I have loved Swansea so far!” 
Cloud said. “Getting to experience a 
new community and learning about 
the culture and identity of Swansea 
has been so much fun, and the school 
itself here has also been accommodat-
ing and fantastic. I’ve gotten to travel 
across Wales to St. David’s, Cardiff, 
Oxwich and Port Eynon while seeing 
so many great sights and places.”

Cloud was nominated by Dr. 
Timothy Maharry, mathematics and 
computer science department chair. 
Maharry served as Cloud’s academic 
adviser from 2021-2024. 

covered, so I am beyond excited for the 
development John experiencing this 
past semester in the UK.”

The Brad Henry International 
Scholarship program was established 
by the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education in June 2008. The 
Regents provide a stipend for students 
selected to participate in the semester-
long study or research programs af-
filiated with Swansea University. Re-
cipients are selected by a committee 
of State Regents’ staff based on their 
excellent academic performance, out-
standing communication skills, exem-
plary character, and exceptional lead-
ership, maturity and judgment.

“John was there for a special pur-
pose, and the Ranger Family is excited 
to hear about his adventures and how 
those experiences prepare him for 
what is next in his life’s journey when 
he’s back in Oklahoma,” Sacket said. 

Cloud encouraged his fellow stu-
dents to learn more about the oppor-
tunity.

“I’d highly recommend it to anyone 
who wants to experience new places, 
cultures and ideas,” Cloud said. 

For more information on the Brad 
Henry Scholarship program visit www.
nwosu.edu/study-abroad/brad-hen-
ryscholarship-program.

John Cloud, a senior Northwestern 
computer science major from Enid, visits 
St. David’s Cathedral in Haverfordwest, 
United Kingdom. Cloud was selected as 
a Brad Henry International Scholar and 
spent the Spring 2025 semester abroad at 
Swansea University in Swansea, Wales, 
United Kingdom.

Northwestern senior John Cloud looks over Three Cliffs Bay in 
Swansea, United Kingdom.
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Northwestern sees positive spring enrollment growth
Northwestern experienced a 

strong enrollment increase for the 
spring 2025 semester, with an over-
all growth of 8.28 percent compared 
to last year. A total of 1,935 students 
are enrolled across all Northwestern 
campuses.

Northwestern continues to see 
enrollment increases within its 
graduate school, concurrent pro-
gram and at each of its campus lo-
cations, including 
Enid and Wood-
ward. 

“We are 
thrilled to see this 
continued growth 
in our student 
body,” President 
Bo Hannaford 
said. “The in-
crease in enroll-

ment across all levels, from high 
school concurrent students to grad-
uate programs, highlights North-
western’s dedication to providing 
accessible and high-quality educa-
tion to students in our region and 
beyond.”

Students who would like to be 
a Ranger can see 
what classes are 
being offered in 

the summer and fall at www.nwosu.
edu/course-schedules. Summer en-
rollment is open now and fall en-
rollment opened March 25. 

For more information about 
Northwestern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and its programs, visit www.
nwosu.edu.
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New to campus and need to find out where to get 
your copy code, where to have your exams printed 
or whom to contact when your copier goes crazy? 

Contact Printing Services, Alica Hall,
Ext. 3476 in Jesse Dunn.
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‘The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee’ musical April 11-12
The Reichenberger Department of 

Fine Arts presented the Tony and Dra-
ma Desk award-winning musical “The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee” on April 11 and 12. 

Musical Theatre International 
describes “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” as a riotous ride, 
complete with audience participa-
tion that has charmed theatre patrons 
across the country with its effortless 
wit and humor.

The production follows an eclectic 
group of six mid-pubescents as they 
vie for the spelling championship of a 
lifetime. While candidly disclosing hi-
larious and touching stories from their 
home lives, the tweens spell their way 
through a series of (potentially made-
up) words, hoping never to hear the 
soul-crushing, pout-inducing, life un-
affirming “ding” of the disqualifica-
tion bell that signals a spelling mistake. 
Six spellers enter, one speller leaves a 
champion. At least the losers get a juice 
box.

The musical’s cast includes:
Lena Aguilar, a sophomore vocal 

music major from Chanute, Kansas; 

Bella Anguino, a freshman speech and 
theatre major from Glenpool (under-
study); Alan Garcia, a senior criminal 
justice major from Beaver; Jameson 
Hale, a senior music major from Elk 
City; Jadyn Hendrickson, a freshman 
speech and theatre major from Wau-
kee, Iowa; Jack Mahoney, a sophomore 
vocal music major from Enid; Alexan-
der Marshall, a freshman undecided 
major from Alva; Jaden Matthews, a 
junior speech and theatre major from 
Hennessey; Rylee Ott, a sophomore 
biology major from Forgan; and Lucas 
Wood, a freshman vocal music major 
from Enid.

Crew members include: 
Gabriel Bussinger, a junior speech 

and theatre major from Woodward; 
Dawson Defoor, a 
freshman speech 
and theatre major 
from Erick; Lilith 
Ferrero, a senior 
speech and the-
atre major from 
Cordell; John Hill-
man, a sophomore 
computer science 
major from Chey-
enne; Maegan 
Holson, a senior 
psychology major 
from Waynoka; 
Lily Post, a fresh-
man speech and 
theatre major from 
Ponca City; Gail 
Schroeder, a fresh-
man speech and 
theatre major from 
Okeene; and Riley 
Shires, a sopho-
more English ma-
jor from Waynoka. 

O r c h e s t r a 
members include: 

Celeste Alvarado, a sophomore in-
strumental music major from Wood-
ward; Jade Campbell, a junior instru-
mental music major from Woodward; 
Dalton Ebert, a freshman instrumen-
tal music major from Medford; Kacie 
Penner, a junior instrumental music 
major from Fairview; and Chris Perez, 
a junior instrumental music major 
from Laverne. 

Other members of the production 
team include Derrick Bready, instruc-
tor of music and director of choral 
studies, as music director; Mickey Jor-
dan, director of technical theatre, and 
Kimberly Weast, professor of theatre 
arts and Reichenberger Department 
of Fine Arts chair, as co-directors; and 
Lisa Turner of Alva as stage manager.
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Art show winners announced; Winners Show on April 4
A  s tu d e nt  d r aw i ng  i n  t h e 

an i m a l / c re atu re  c at e gor y  o f 
Wor k s  on  Pap e r  an d  a  p a i nt -
i ng  i n  t h e  n on - s tu d e nt  l an d -
s c ap e / n atu re  c at e gor y  h ave 
b e e n  s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  B e s t  o f 
S h ow  w i n n e r s  i n  t h e i r  re -
s p e c t ive  d iv i s i ons  du r i ng 
t h e  2 2 n d  an nu a l  Nor t hwe s t -
e r n  O k l a h om a  St at e  Un ive r-
s i t y  A r t  S o c i e t y  A r t  S h ow.

E l ay n a  War r i ng t on ,  A lv a 
s oph om ore  m aj or i ng  i n  b i -
o l o g y - n atu r a l  h i s t or y,  i s 
t h e  S tu d e nt  D iv i s i on  w i n n e r 
w i t h  “E n  R e c u e rd o.”

T h e  Non - Stu d e nt  D iv i -
s i on  w i n n e r  for  t h o s e  w h o 
are  c u r re nt / re t i re d  e mpl oy -
e e s  or  a lu m n i  i s  a lu m n a 
C on n i e  Mo ore  o f  Way n ok a 
w i t h  “Mr.  D i g by ’s  Cup.” 

T h e  Pe op l e’s  C h oi c e  w i n -
n e r  s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  vot -
i ng  pu b l i c  w a s  aw ard e d  t o 
E l a i n a  P i e rc e ,  A lv a  s oph o -
m ore  m aj or i ng  i n  b i o l o g y /

c h e m i s t r y,  for  h e r  e nt r y  i n 
t h e  Mi s c e l l an e ou s  c at e gor y 
t i t l e d  “C ons i d e r  t h e  Wi l d -
f l owe r s .”

T h e  n am e s  o f  s e ve r a l  o t h -
e r  s tu d e nt  an d  n on - s tu d e nt 
w i n n e r s  h ave  b e e n  c ompi l e d 
i nt o  a  d o c u m e nt  t h at  m ay 
b e  fou n d  on  t h e  N WO SU 
A r t  S o c i e t y ’s  we b  p a ge  at 
ht t p s : / / w w w. nw o s u . e du / a r t /
n a s - ar t - s h ow  i n  t h e  NA S  A r t 
S h ow  Wi n n e r s’  t ab.

A r t wor k  w i l l  re m ai n  on 
d i s p l ay  i n  t h e  J. W.  Mar t i n 
L i br ar y  t h rou g h  Apr i l  1 .

A  Wi n n e r s’  S h ow  of  a l l 
p i e c e s  w i n n i ng  an  aw ard 

w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  on  Apr i l  4  i n 
d ow nt ow n  A lv a  at  T h e  Ru n -
ny m e d e ,  a c ro s s  t h e  s t re e t 
f rom  t h e  A lv a  Po l i c e  D e -
p ar t m e nt .  T h e  ar t wor k  w i l l 
b e  on  d i s p l ay  on  t h e  f i r s t 
f l o or  o f  t h e  bu i l d i ng  f rom 
6 - 8  p. m .  It  i s  f re e  an d  op e n 
t o  t h e  pu b l i c .

A r t wor k  f rom  t h e  Ru n -
ny m e d e  m ay  b e  p i c ke d  up 
w h e n  t h e  s h ow  i s  ove r  at  8 
p. m .  on  Apr i l  4 .

For  m ore  i n for m at i on 
ab out  t h e  Nor t hwe s t e r n  v i -
s u a l  a r t s  pro g r am ,  c ont a c t 
C or n e l l  or  v i s i t  w w w. nwo s u .
e du / ar t . 

Elayna Warrington’s drawing named “En 
Recuerdo” is the Best of Show winner in 
the Student Division of the Northwestern 
Art Society Art Show.

Connie Moore’s still life painting 
named “Mr. Digby’s Cup” is the Best 
of Show winner in the Non-Student 
Division of the Northwestern Art 
Society Art Show. 

A piece in the Miscellaneous category by 
Elaina Pierce is the winner of the People’s 
Choice award during the Northwestern 
Art Society Art Show. This piece was 
voted the favorite by those who visited 
the show.
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Guitar Festival held on campus 
The 2025 Guitar Festival sponsored by the Reichen-

berger Fine Arts Department was held Friday, April 4, in 
Ryerson Hall on the Alva campus.

Students performed individually or as members of 
ensembles between during the morning in Room 200 in-
side Ryerson Hall. 

“The festival provides an opportunity for learning 
guitarists to perform for others in a low-stress, supportive 
environment,” Max Ridgway, adjunct instructor of music, 
said. “The festival was conceived, not as a competition, 

but as an oppor-
tunity for guitar-
ists to perform, 
receive construc-
tive encourage-
ment and hear 
other guitarists 
play.”

For more in-
formation, con-
tact Ridgway by 
email at maridg-
w a y @ n w o s u .
edu or by phone 
at (590) 732-
0390.

Guitarists wait in the hallway of Ryerson 
Hall for their turn to perform.

2025 Guitarists
Northwestern Oklahoma State University

Guitar Festival

Drew Faulkner, guitar instructor at Enid Public Schools, directs three students while Max Ridgway, adjunct instructor of music, 
looks on from the adjudicaton table.
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Stevison, others from Enid SOS group speak on campus
The Diversity Committee play 

edhost to Rhonda Stevison and 
three members of Enid Street Out-
reach Services on Thursday, April 
10, in the Education Center, Room 
109, on the Northwestern-Alva 
campus.

Northwestern students, fac-
ulty and staff were welcome to at-
tend this event. The presentation 
also streamed to the Northwest-
ern-Enid campus, Room 218; the 
University Center at Ponca City, 
Room 118; and the Northwest-
ern-Woodward campus, Room 
145.

Stevison has dedicated her life 
to serving others. When the world 
faced uncertainty in 2020, she uti-
lized her 30 years of experience 
at the Department of Health and 
Human Services to act, distribut-
ing clothing and snacks out of the 
back of her car to those in need. 

Her unwavering commitment led 
to the founding of Enid Street 
Outreach Services in 2021, which 
provides essential resources to 
unsheltered and low-income indi-
viduals.

For the past five years, she has 
been building relationships and 
strengthening community ties, en-
suring that no one is left behind. 
Her leadership and passion drive 
impactful outreach programs that 
offer food, clothing, shelter and 
advocacy to those who need it 
most.

Stevison and 
her team shared 
their experi-
ences on helping 
people dealing 
with financial 
hardship, health 
issues and more.

Dr. Roger 

Brown, chair of the Northwestern 
Diversity Committee and profes-
sor of business, said this presen-
tation provides an opportunity to 
learn more about parts of society 
struggling with everyday basic 
needs along with other commu-
nity outreach programs of which 
Northwestern students, staff and 
faculty may volunteer.

For more information about 
Enid Street Outreach Services, 
visit www.enidsos.org, email enid-
streetoutreach@gmail.com or call 
(580) 603-4896.

Rhonda Stevison (speaking on the far right), from the Enid 
Street Outreach Services, gives information to students and 
employees on how they support their clientele.
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Need Information for ALCA? Contact:
Kaylyn Hansen for Assessement, Ext. 8150

Shawn Holliday for Faculty Portfolios, Ext. 8589
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Max Ridgway, adjunct instructor of music, displayed the guitars 
he hand-painted at the Graceful Arts Gallery during the April 
First Friday Art Walk. 
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Education policy listening session at Woodward Campus 
Northwestern played host to the 

Oklahoma Appleseed Center for Law 
and Justice for an education policy 
listening session Tuesday, April 15, in 
the Northwestern-Woodward campus 
commons area.

The Oklahoma Appleseed Center 
is a statewide social justice non-profit 
law firm. Its education justice coalition, 
Advance Oklahoma's Kids, is play-
ing host to the Better Outcomes for 
Oklahoma's Kids (B.O.O.K.) initiative, 
a four-month education policy listen-
ing session across Oklahoma with the 
intended goal to create policy-oriented 
solutions to present to the Oklahoma 
Legislature for 2026 session.

Advance Oklahoma’s Kids is 
spending the next year gathering in-
put, feedback and ideas about educa-
tion from Oklahomans. The coali-
tion aims to produce a set of 10 to 15 
concrete policy recommendations for 
adoption through the legislature, State 
Department of Education, local school 
districts and community stakeholders 
to strengthen Oklahoma’s public edu-
cation system by 2030.

Dinner was served, followed by an 
introduction and presentation of the 
B.O.O.K. Initiative, a message from 
Western Plains Family and Youth Ser-
vices and group discussions on educa-
tion policy topics. 

“This is inspired in part by the 
example of House Bill 1017, the land-
mark education legislation of 1990 
developed on the basis of citizen input 
and a far-ranging education reform 
agenda that passed into law,” said 
Shelby Bomford, education justice 
organizer. “Now, 35 years later, while 
we are in a markedly different political 
and policy landscape, it is time to re-
vive the spirit of HB 1017 by bringing 
Oklahomans together behind a bold, 
ambitious, forward-thinking educa-

tion agenda.”
Specific topics to be discussed 

were strengthening the external en-
vironment, supporting the teaching 
profession, and special needs and ac-
commodations.

“Our schools 
need support, but 
for years our lead-
ers have refused 
to invest in public 
schools, taking 
resources and op-
portunities away 
from our stu-
dents,” Bomford 
said. “The quality 
of a child’s edu-
cation shouldn’t 
depend on how 
much you pay a 
private school, or 
even how close 
you live to private 
schools, which 
don’t exist in 
many parts of our 
state. When pub-
lic schools are sup-
ported, they can 
meet the unique 
needs of our rural, 
urban, and sub-
urban communi-
ties, bolstering our 
students’ ability to 
develop the skills 
they need in school 
and life. Faced with 
a steady barrage of 
hostile actions and 
rhetoric, public 
school advocates 
are often left in a 
purely defensive 
crouch, rather than 
putting forward a 

positive agenda that will improve our 
schools and lead to better outcomes for 
all Oklahoma’s kids.”

For more information, contact 
Bomford at shelby@okappleseed.org 
or (918) 804-2794.
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Schroeder’s podcast offers real-world insight into today’s media industry
Dr. Jesse Schroeder, associ-

ate professor of communication 
at Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University, is using his academic 
and television industry experiences 
to launch a podcast that provides a 
behind-the-scenes look at today’s 
media landscape.

After finishing his faculty port-
folio this past year, he decided he’d 
like to enhance his scholarly activi-
ties but discovered there is not much 
content available when it comes to 
research in the media industry.  So 
earlier this spring semester, he cre-
ated a scholarly podcast titled “Mas-
terclass: Media Matters.”

Through thoughtful conversa-
tions between Schroeder and his 
guests, this podcast will provide 
industry analysis and real-world 
stories from his media professional 
contacts, offering information for 
aspiring journalists, other media 
professionals and those who are cu-
rious about the profession in general. 

A new episode will be available 
each Monday, where listeners will 
learn more about the media profes-
sion from the perspective of those 
actively working in it.

Schroeder explained that the 
podcast serves four key audiences: 
students seeking industry knowl-
edge, researchers and educators 
looking to align academia with cur-
rent trends, professionals eager to 
learn from peers, and media con-
sumers wanting a clearer view into 
how the industry operates. Together, 
these perspectives create a space for 
learning, collaboration, and deeper 
understanding of today’s ever-shift-
ing media landscape. 

“Anyone who consumes media 
content can be enlightened by what 
they may learn about the industry,” 
Schroeder said. “In today’s climate, 
there are multiple streams of disin-
formation and misunderstanding 
surrounding the way media works. 
Media consumers can learn from 
industry leaders about how the busi-
ness works and what goes into mak-
ing decisions that impact what they 
receive as the media consumer.”

Schroeder said he is also learn-
ing from these industry profession-
als and is sharing this information 
with his current students.

“Many times, what I learn simply 
validates what I’m teaching,” Schro-

eder said. “Other 
times, it gives me 
a new perspective 
or idea I want to 
share with my 
students.”

He said 
he originally 
planned to re-
quire his students 
in certain classes 
to listen to each 
episode, but soon 
discovered that 
many of them 
had subscribed 

to the podcast and were listening to 
the episodes on their own, allowing 
for discussion in classes.

A recent guest on the podcast 
deals with the timely 30th anniver-
sary of the bombing of the Murrah 
Federal Building in Oklahoma City 
on April 19, 1995. Schroeder shares 
an interview with Robin Marsh, a 
news anchor/reporter at KWTV 
News 9 in Oklahoma City, who was 
one of the first journalists on the 
ground that day. She discusses her 
coverage of the tragic event and the 
days following, along with some 
wisdom she’s learned over the years.

Other interviews on the podcast 
so far include:

•	 Rachel Knapp, a national 
news correspondent in Washington, 
D.C., shares what it’s like to work at 
the network level and with politi-
cians in DC.

•	 Jason Goodwin, an assistant 
news director at KLTV/KTRE in 
Tyler, Texas, where Schroeder also 
worked as a main evening anchor 
from 2021-2023. Goodwin shares 
advice on the changes in the me-
dia industry and what he looks for 
when hiring.

•	 Joseph Perez, a news pro-
ducer in Houston, Texas, and a for-
mer student of Schroeder’s who is a 
Northwestern graduate. Perez dis-
cusses his role behind the camera 
and creating content. He also talks 
about how digital news is now first 
in most newsrooms with TV news 
coming in second.

•	 Daniella Rivera, an investi-
gative journalist in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, shares information regard-
ing her field. Her station invests in 
doing investigations, and her sto-
ries have prompted major political 

Continued to page 44

Dr. Jesse Schroeder records an episode of his new podcast 
“Masterclass: Media Matters” in the broadcast facilities within 
the Northwestern mass communication program. A new episode 
of the podcast is released every Monday with interviews from 
various media professionals currently working in the industry.
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Schroeder’s podcast offers...
change in some cases.

•	 Cody Gottschalk, a broad-
cast meteorologist at KLTV/KTRE 
in Tyler, Texas, shares about his role 
as a TV meteorologist and how digi-
tal news and weather consumption 
has changed the way he gets infor-
mation out.

•	 Amy Wilson, a Western 
Lifestyle Media Professional. She 
is the former host on RFD-TV and 
Cowboy Channel and is a former 
Miss Rodeo America. Wilson now 
works for the Equine Network. She 
discusses media-related jobs outside 
of the traditional news setting. 

•	 Devyn Shea, a digital news 
host at KOLD-TV in Tucson, Arizo-
na, will be on the April 21 episode. 
She discusses how news consump-
tion has changed with a focus now 
on digital media content. She hosts 
from a live streaming news desk in 
the middle of the KOLD newsroom 
every weekday.

A link directly to the “Mas-
terclass: Media Matters” pod-
cast on Spotify may be found 
at https://open.spotify.com/
show/3viT7GeRLCNb6dnXHfeb29, 
or listeners may search for the title 

of the podcast on this station, Apple 
Podcasts and Amazon Music.

The Freedom native is a 2003 
graduate of Northwestern’s mass 
communication program and went 
to work immediately in the radio 
and television news industry. Dur-
ing this time, he also started work 
on his master’s degree. In 2006, he 
was offered the broadcast media 
position at Northwestern and fin-
ished his master’s degree in 2007. 
He taught in the communication 
department for eight years and 
earned a Ph.D. in Education Tech-
nology Management in 2011. He left 
Northwestern in 2014 when he was 
offered a morning anchor position 
at KXII in Sherman, Texas. After 
several years there, he and his family 
moved to Tyler, Texas, in 2021 where 
he worked as a main evening anchor 
at KLTV/KTRE 
television. In 
2023, his contract 
was up in Tyler, 
and he decided 
not to renew it. 
He and his family 
felt it was time to 
move back home 

to northwest Oklahoma, where he 
was able to return to Northwestern 
and start teaching in the communi-
cation department once again.

“It is so nice to be back, and to 
be able to teach and mentor the next 
generation of communication ma-
jors,” Schroeder said.

He is married to Amanda, also 
a Northwestern graduate. They have 
three children, Brayden and Parker, 
who are current Northwestern stu-
dents, and Mia, who attends Free-
dom Public Schools.

To learn more about the mass 
communication program at North-
western, contact Schroeder at jas-
chroeder@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8465 or visit https://www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/
communication/mass-communica-
tion.
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2026 Study Abroad trip to Europe
interested travelers meetings held

Northwestern’s Study Abroad Committee an-
nounced a 13-day summer 2026 trip to Germany, Italy 
and Switzerland, with an optional extension to France. 
The trip is scheduled for May 13–25, 2026.

Led by Dr. Leslie Collins, chair of the Charles 
Morton Share Trust Division of Nursing and associate 
professor of nursing, the program is open to all North-
western students, alumni and the public interested in 
experiencing European culture, history and landmarks 
firsthand.

Trip highlights include exploring Munich’s historic 
charm by visiting the Residenz, the former royal palace 
of the Wittelsbach monarchs, and Marienplatz, Mu-
nich’s main city square. Travelers will glide through the 
canals of Venice on a gondola, take in the majesty of 
Lucerne from the Swiss Alps, and explore iconic Paris 
landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower and Notre-Dame 
Cathedral.

Learn more about the Northwestern Summer 2026 
Study Abroad Trip by attending one of the upcoming 
virtual interest meetings:

To learn more about the trip, visit www.nwosu.edu/
study-abroad.
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For assistance with obtaining your
campus parking sticker, Northwestern ID, 
ADA Services, and so many other services,

contact the Student Services office,
Ryerson Hall  126, studentservices@nwosu.edu
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Sepsis diagnosis leads to service journey for Schroeders
Written by Dr. Jesse Schroeder

The summer sun of 2024 bore 
down on Freedom, OK, as it always 
does—hot, heavy, and unrelenting. 
But for Amanda Schroeder, it wasn’t 
the heat that would haunt the sum-
mer season. It was something invis-
ible, insidious, and nearly fatal.

It began quietly. A discom-
fort here. A fever there. But soon, 
Amanda’s condition spiraled. 
Amanda had not been feeling well 
for several weeks; however, on 
June 3 her body just couldn’t push 
through the pain any longer. She 
asked her husband, Jesse, to take 
her to urgent care at Share Medical 
Center in Alva. Once they arrived, 
she was moved to the emergency 
room. It was discovered Amanda 
was battling sepsis, a life-threaten-
ing infection coursing through her 
bloodstream. The situation quickly 
became a fight for survival. She was 
taken by Air Evac helicopter trans-
port to the ICU at St. Anthony Hos-
pital in Oklahoma City. The weeks 
that followed were a blur—oxygen 
monitors, central line antibiotics, 
and extensive testing. The sterile 
walls of St. Anthony became the 
battleground where she fought for 
her life.

After what felt like an eternity, 
Amanda was stable enough to re-
turn home to Freedom—a town as 
close-knit as it is remote. But the 
fight wasn’t over.

Only days after returning, 
Amanda's blood pressure plum-
meted. Her body, still fragile from 
sepsis, was failing again.

The call to 911 wasn’t just a cry 
for help—it was a lifeline. Within 
minutes, the Freedom volunteer 
ambulance crew arrived, offering 
immediate care. With precious 

seconds ticking by, they headed to-
ward Woodward to intercept with 
Woodward County EMS. Why 
was an intercept needed? Why 
didn’t the Freedom ambulance take 
her directly to Integris Health in 
Woodward? There are four levels of 
pre-hospital care. Emergency Med-
ical Responder (EMR), Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT), Ad-
vanced Emergency Medical Techni-
cian (AEMT) and Paramedic. Each 
level is able to provide higher lev-
els of intervention. 
Amanda needed 
the care of a para-
medic, and Wood-
ward County EMS 
employs paramed-
ics at their service.

Between Free-
dom and Moore-
land, the flashing 
ambulance lights 
of Freedom’s am-
bulance met up 
with the strobing 
ambulance lights 
of Woodward 
County EMS. On 
shift that night was 
paramedic, Chris 
Syms, whom had 
the advanced skills Amanda now 
desperately needed. What no one 
knew then, what no one could 
have known, was that this man 
wouldn’t just help save Amanda’s 
life. He would help change Aman-
da and Jesse’s life, too.

Amanda would go on to spend 
another week in the ICU in Wood-
ward, her condition finally stabi-
lizing. Recovery from sepsis isn’t 
measured in days—it’s a slow, un-
certain road. Some never return to 
the people they were before. But 

Amanda, resilient as ever, began to 
climb her way back.

And that’s when everything 
changed.

As the haze of crisis gave way 
to clarity, Amanda and Jesse start-
ed seeing what had always been in 
front of them: the fragility of their 
rural EMS system. At the time of 
Amanda’s emergency, Freedom 
had just one certified EMT. One. If 
that individual was out of town, the 
ambulance couldn’t run. Residents 

would have to fend for themselves 
or wait for help from neighboring 
towns—many miles and precious 
minutes away. Thankfully, that one 
EMT, Marlo Smith, was available 
the night Amanda needed help.

The realization hit hard. But it 
also sparked something.

“Our community needs us,” 
Amanda said one evening, “we 
should step up and help too.”

So, in December of 2024, 
Amanda and Jesse began their 

Continued to page 49

Freedom EMS workers provided free vitals checks at the 
Freedom Centennial Celebration. Pictured are: Justin 
Phillips, Freedom Vol. Fire Dept.; Hank Luddington, 
Freedom Fire Chief; Julie Dennis, Paramedic with Woodward 
and Freedom EMS; Casey Luddington, Paramedic with 
Woodward and Freedom EMS; Marlo Smith, EMT for 
Freedom EMS; Amanda Schroeder, EMT for Freedom EMS; 
and Jesse Schroeder, EMT for Freedom EMS.
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Sepsis diagnosis leads...
EMT training. Amanda and Jes-
se—two people with no medical 
background, no 
illusions of hero-
i s m — s t e p p e d 
into a world they 
barely under-
stood.

Chris Syms 
- the paramedic 
who met Aman-
da that night 
on the road-
side, who fought 
alongside Aman-
da for her life—
became their 
instructor. Not only is Syms a para-
medic for Woodward County EMS, 
he is also an instructor for Heart-
land Medical Direction, the orga-
nization through which Amanda 
and Jesse were being trained. Syms 
calm under pressure attitude, his 
depth of knowledge, his quiet com-
passion… it all made sense. Aman-
da and Jesse trained under the very 
person who had helped Amanda 
during her time of need.

The two thought the training 
would be “lighter” for volunteers. 
After all, they weren't being paid. 
But there’s no such thing as half-
way in emergency medicine. The 
curriculum was grueling. They 

studied trauma, cardiac emergen-
cies, respiratory distress, medical 

a s s e s s m e n t s , 
and child birth. 
They practiced 
e x t r i c a t i o n s , 
tourniquets, and 
airway man-
agement. They 
took three ma-
jor exams: the 
FISDAP, the 
hands-on skills 
evaluation, and 
the NREMT 

national board 
exam. It wasn’t 

easy. It wasn’t supposed to be.
Today, Amanda and Jesse are 

Nationally Registered Emergency 
Medical Tech-
nicians. Talk 
about full circle 
moment. They 
proudly serve 
on Freedom’s 
EMS—not be-
cause they 
planned it, but 
because life 
took them on a 
detour that be-
came a calling. 
At times, when 
training or help-

ing Woodward County EMS, they 
serve with Syms, shoulder to shoul-
der, not just as students or survivors, 
but as teammates.

There’s a heartbeat to rural com-
munities that can’t be measured in 
sirens or census numbers. It’s in the 
neighbors who show up. It’s in the 
volunteers who answer the call—
sometimes literally. And it’s in the 
people who say, someone has to do 
it… so why not me?

This is more than a story of ill-
ness and recovery. It’s about discov-
ering your place in a community 
not just through crisis, but through 
action. It’s about how one family’s 
emergency became their purpose.

And that’s a story worth an-
swering the call for.

Jesse and Amanda Schroeder
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3 Esports camps planned for June
Three Esports day camps for students entering 

grades 9-12 in fall 2025 took place on the NAlva and 
Enid campuses in June. 

Two camps were offered at the Alva campus in 
Shockley Hall, including one on June 14 where stu-
dents played “Marvel Rivals” and the other on June 28 
with “Super Smash Brothers.” One camp was held at the 
Enid campus on June 21 with “Super Smash Brothers.” 

Evan Vaverka, instructor of computer science and 
Esports manager, said the main goal of the camps was 
for the students attending to have a fun day of playing 
video games.

“The main aim of the camps was to be a place where 
players of those games were able to grow their skills and 
meet like-minded players,” Vaverka said. “We wanted 
players who attend to leave with the sense that they had 
a good time and met other players with a similar pas-
sion.”

Vaverka added that college-level players were 
around to help coach and participate with camp at-
tendees.

More information about the Mathematics and 
Computer Science programs is online at www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/math-and-computer-
science.         

Northwestern’s Computer Science program and Es-
ports team, with funding from the Buckles and Tucker 
Endowments, were the sponsors of these camps.
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Do you have a current club or organization that 
you sponsor using social media? Make sure you 
make it university official by registering with the 
University Relations department. Contact Kelsey 
Martin or Valarie Case for details.
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Social Sciences inducts
students into honor societies

The Department of Social Sciences inducted new 
members into its international honor societies. These 
honor societies recognize student academic accom-
plishments in the social science department’s programs 
each year.

Phi Alpha Theta is an international history honor 
society dedicated to promoting the study of history.

Requirements for membership include a minimum 
of 12 hours of history, a cumulative grade point average 
of at least 3.0 and a grade point average of at least 3.1 
in history. The sponsor for the Northwestern chapter 
is Dr. Eric Schmaltz, social sciences department chair 
and professor of history.

This year’s three inductees include history major 
Kaleigh L. Henke, Alva senior; history major Pamala 
N. Livingston, Tulsa senior; and social science educa-
tion major Mandy L. Sinor, Medford senior.

Pi Gamma Mu is an international social sciences 
honor society dedicated to promoting excellence in so-
cial sciences and upholding scholarship, leadership and 
service.

Requirements for membership include a minimum 
of 20 hours of social science, a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 3.0 and must be in the top third of 
the graduating class. The sponsor for the Northwestern 
chapter is Jana Brown Pittman, instructor of history 
and social science education coordinator.

This year’s nine inductees include adult education 
management and administration major Melissa Brown, 
Alva graduate student; American studies major Andrea 
Amanda Lynn Corr, Hardtner, Kansas, graduate stu-
dent; social science education major James C. Dodson, 
Enid senior; social work major Samuel J. Felton, Alva 
senior; social work major Makenzie Hoskins, Arnett 
senior; social science education major Jessica Louise 
Myers, Enid senior; social work major Krystan Noel 
Pierce, Fargo senior; social work major Yasmin Vargas, 
Enid senior; and Henke.

Schmaltz reported that no political science stu-
dents received honors this academic year, though he 
expects new initiates from that program in the com-
ing year or two as the current student cohort completes 
the academic requirements necessary for membership 
qualification. 
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SWAT supports awareness through Wooden Children Project
In honor of National Child 

Abuse Prevention Month, the 
Northwestern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Social Workers Association 
of Tomorrow (SWAT) proudly par-
ticipated in the Wooden Children 
Project, an annual awareness initia-
tive organized by The CARE Cam-
pus and Fourth Judicial District 
CASA Program of Oklahoma.

Throughout the month of April, 
handcrafted wooden child figures—
each symbolizing a confirmed case 
of child abuse or neglect—are dis-
played on the Garfield County 
Courthouse lawn in Enid. 

Project organizers noted that in 
2024, there were 263 confirmed cas-
es in Garfield County; 72 in Wood-
ward County; 46 in Blaine County; 
21 in Major County; 29 in Kingfish-
er County; and 12 in Grant County.

They added that although these 
numbers reflect the confirmed cas-
es, it is important to note that child 
abuse is often underreported, high-
lighting the ongoing need for in-
creased community awareness and 
action.

The CARE Campus, formerly 
the Garfield County Child Advo-
cacy Council, has organized the 

Wooden Children Project for more 
than a decade. Each figure, approxi-
mately two to three feet tall, is cut 
and painted by local volunteers. For 
a sponsorship of $35, individuals, 
organizations and businesses can 
“foster” a wooden child by dressing 
and displaying them as part of the 
campaign.

This year, Northwestern’s SWAT 
chapter fostered two wooden chil-
dren, contributing to the visual rep-
resentation of abused and neglected 
children in the area.

“This initiative aims to increase 
awareness of the prevalence of child 
abuse and ne-
glect within our 
communit ies ,” 
said Codi Hard-
ing, SWAT spon-
sor and assistant 
professor of so-
cial work. “SWAT 
hopes this proj-
ect reminds the 
community that 
we all share re-
sponsibility in 
s a f e g u a r d i n g 
children.”

Beyond rais-

ing awareness, the Wooden Children 
Project serves as a call to action. The 
CARE Campus encourages com-
munity members to get involved by 
sponsoring a wooden child, volun-
teering as a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) or donating to 
support local advocacy efforts.

“Together, we can help protect 
children and create a safer future for 
all,” Harding said.

As part of their commitment to 
child welfare, SWAT also reminds 
the public that all Oklahoma resi-
dents are mandated reporters of sus-
pected child abuse and neglect.
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Enid Campus plays host to Social Studies workshops
The Northwestern Department 

of Social Sciences played host to 
two social studies workshops on the 
Northwestern-Enid campus, May 
28-29.

The Bill of Rights Institute (BRI) 
offered these free in-person semi-
nars with a complimentary break-
fast and lunch.

Founded in 1999, the BRI is a 
non-partisan, non-profit education-
al organization. Its team develops 
educational resources on American 
history and government, provides 
professional development opportu-
nities to teachers and runs student 
programs and scholarship contests.

The Institute employs a full-
time staff with more than 100 years 
of combined classroom experience. 
For more information about BRI, 
visit billofrightsinstitute.org/.

The first seminar on May 28 
was titled “Standards and Storytell-
ing: Bringing Oklahoma’s Social 
Studies to Life.” It was designed for 
elementary educators, featuring 

storytelling, primary sources and 
student-centered strategies to bring 
Oklahoma’s social studies standards 
to life. Participants could collabo-
rate with fellow teachers and BRI 
staff to create engaging, standards-
aligned lessons grounded in the BRI 
Jr. approach to civic education.

The second seminar on May 29 
was titled “Teaching Freedom: Us-
ing BRI Resources for Engaging So-
cial Studies Lessons,” where second-
ary educators were able to explore 
engaging, standards-aligned strate-
gies to teach history, government 
and economics 
through the lens 
of freedom and 
civic responsi-
bility. Partici-
pants discovered 
ready-to-use re-
sources and col-
laborated with 
fellow teachers 
to bring founda-
tional American 

principles to life in the classroom.
TFor more information about 

these workshops, contact Jana 
Brown Pittman, coordinator of so-
cial science teacher education and 
instructor of history, at jdbrown@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8519.

For more information about 
the Northwestern Department of 
Social Sciences, visit www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/
social-sciences, or contact Dr. Eric 
Schmaltz, department chair and 
professor of history, at ejschmaltz@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8526.
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Campus changes and improvements

Several changes and improvements happened on 
campus through the semester. 

HVAC and chillers are being replaced at Shockley, 
Vinson and Ryerson Hall.  They are being funded by the 
deferred maintenance funding provided last year by the 
state legislature to higher education.

HVAC System
Updates

Herod Hall
Updates

Handicapped 
accessible doors added 
at Herod Hall

Upgrades at the
Rodeo Complex
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University Report: https://youtu.be/m1GtgdX6GhY
Links to photos from the day, also may be found at: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nwosu-rangers/
albums/72177720325664363/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nwosu-rangers/
albums/72177720325972774/
Details about the six Outstanding Graduates may be found here. 
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Who do you talk
to about tutoring?

Contact Aleysa Rose,  (Ext. 8149), IE 113,     
Academic Success Center Coordinator,

for information on getting things set up.
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View all photos from today’s Commencement Ceremonies, 
NWOSU Division of Education Pinning Ceremony, and the 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University Division of Nursing 
Convocation on our Flickr page, click here.
See the complete list of graduates, click here.
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Want to see photos from Nursing Convocation, Ed-
ucation Pinning, and Commencement? Visit our Flickr 
gallery, click here.
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8th Annual DNP Residency Week set for July 13-17
Students in the Wisdom Family 

Foundation Doctoral Program for 
Rural Nursing Practice summer res-
idency program were on the North-
western Alva campus in July.

During residency week, students 
checked off on their physical assess-
ment skills to get ready to learn in 
a clinical setting. They also have an 
introductory experience to common 
procedures they would encounter 
in primary care such as suturing, 
eye injuries and biopsies.

Local businesses Kiowa Meat 
Locker and Moore’s Venture Foods 
helped make this experience pos-
sible by donating pig feet to practice 
suturing with and overripe produce 
for biopsy simulation.

The 2025 DNP graduates’ poster 
presentation were open to the public 
at the J.W. Martin Library. The pro-
gram sought volunteers for children 
and well-woman exams conducted 
by the family nurse practitioner 
students. Children exams were con-
ducted Tuesday, July 15. The well-
woman exams were conducted on 
Wednesday, July 16. All volunteer 
events took place on the Northwest-
ern-Alva campus. 

“The event puts a spotlight on 
our DNP program at Northwest-
ern,” said Dr. Gwyneth Holderby, 
DNP program director and assistant 
professor nursing.

The Northwestern DNP pro-

gram was ranked the No. 1 Online 
Nurse Practitioner Program in 
the U.S. in 2021 and was rated 
No. 4 by EduMed.org for Online 
Higher Education in Healthcare 
in 2023.

Applications 
for entry into 
any of North-
western’s nurs-
ing programs are 
accepted Oct. 1 
through Feb. 1 
for the next fall’s 
class. Interested 
students can ap-
ply for the BSN-
to-DNP program, 
the traditional 
Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing 
program and the 
online RN-to-
BSN program.

For more in-
formation on the 
Wisdom Family 
Foundation Doc-
toral Program 
for Rural Nurs-
ing Practice, visit 
www.nwosu.edu/
graduate-studies/
bsn-to-dnp or 
contact Holderby 
at glholderby@
nwosu.edu or 

(580) 327-8491.
For more information about 

the Charles Morton Share Trust 
Division of Nursing, visit www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-
studies/nursing.

Left photo: Dr. James Bell (right), vice president for academic 
affairs, listens to a DNP graduate’s presentation in the J.W. 
Martin Library during the 2024 DNP Residency Week.
Right photo: : Dr. Gwyneth Holderby (right), DNP program 
director and assistant professor nursing, assists a student 
suturing a pig specimen donated by Kiowa Meat Locker.
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Click Here for entire video from the Spring Reunion Banquet.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40FrlRqy-B8
https://bit.ly/43POf6q
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/posts/pfbid02a28yS3DJFRtvcA4JgTW43bpdnfw8TiCkXAKcoL3ZfhoHK61LTkJ2EiKDbURFRzYVl
https://youtu.be/sSl986Rf11k?si=bMXJJUK8x2MwkRBD
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Northwestern’s own, Jessica Davis (left) earned 3rd runner-up in 
the 2025 Miss Oklahoma and earned a $7,000 scholarship. Tessa 
Dorrell, center, was named Miss Oklahoma. 

https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0217MsHvqZVH9ParZMmortR1tQHGpsZj14Do7V2Dzpn1xuQtePS2jj4exkLMAzDPtpl
https://www.twistedrodeo.com/2025/06/05/rangers-trio-ready-for-cnfr/?fbclid=IwY2xjawK0ElBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFUZ25BYjVMQ0hrU1hsUUZkAR59NO5DqxA_kEtZ9zDEzAWiSgIjmjN05FgsTynMN0s_A2bPzBs33AI509SYGQ_aem_iVZ3lzno1_XdYNv1UAq6GQ
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https://www.facebook.com/oklahomadoc/videos/727732366375020
https://www.facebook.com/oklahomadoc/videos/727732366375020


16 students named as 2025-2026 Scholar Ambassadors
Sixteen students have been se-

lected as members of the Northwest-
ern Scholar Ambassadors (NSA) for 
the 2025-2026 academic year.

NSA is a group of academic high 
achievers led by Ethan Sacket, stu-
dent success coordinator and trans-
fer student recruiter. Their stated 
goal is to look beyond themselves to 
discover opportunities to serve the 
campus and the Alva community.

“I trust our campus and commu-
nity members know they can always 
contact us if any needs arise,” Sacket 
said. “The goal of this program is to 
serve.”

In addition to working one 
hour a week with the university and 
conducting one personal service 
project, scholar ambassadors lead 
campus tours, foster community 
partnerships and facilitate specific 
events like Freshman Orientation, 
Family Day and Ranger Preview.

“These 16 student leaders have a 
wide variety of gifts, and I am excit-
ed for how they each will invest their 
time and talents to positively impact 
those around them this year,” Sacket 
said.

Students selected to this year’s 
NSA include:

•Ella Bowers, Woodward senior 
majoring in psychology

•Barrett Brown, Liberty sopho-
more majoring in business admin-
istration

•Coy Bullard, Carter sophomore 
majoring in computer science

•Jaxy Cloud, Enid junior major-
ing in mass communication

•Maci Flowers, Tecumseh junior 
majoring in elementary education

•Pete Gwinn, Helena sophomore 
majoring in biology

•Anniston Henning, Harper, Kan-
sas, junior majoring in agriculture

•Mary Isbell, Enid junior major-
ing in accounting

•Patrick Means, McKinney, Texas, 
sophomore majoring in agriculture

•Ava Miller, Tuttle sophomore 
majoring in biology

•Mia Miller, Tuttle sophomore 
majoring in psychology

•Alaina Pierce, Alva junior ma-
joring in chemistry

•Janie Rempel, Forgan junior ma-
joring in elementary education

•Haiden Thompson, Miami, Tex-
as, sophomore majoring in biology

•Carson Wright, Bellevue, Ne-
braska, senior majoring in biology

•Teagen Wright, Fairmont senior 
majoring in elementary education

Selection to the NSA is through 
a competitive process including ap-
plications, letters of recommenda-
tion and an interview.

Calleb 
Mosburg, 
dean of 
student af-
fairs and 
enrollment 
m a n a g e -
ment, is 
very proud 
of the NSA 
P r o g r a m 
and its 
outstand-
ing student 
represen-
tatives for 
the 2025-
2026 class. 

“ I 
know that 
they will 
c o n t i n u e 
to carry on 
a standard 
of out-

standing leadership and service to 
the university and the area commu-
nities,” Mosburg said.

NSA had its first meeting in 
April. Group members began their 
work together May 8 by welcom-
ing approximately 150 seventh 
graders to the Northwestern-Alva 
campus for guided tours. The NSA 
students will be volunteering with 
the summer Oklahoma Association 
of Student Councils BASIC leader-
ship workshops in June and July 
and Camp Ranger July 31 to Aug. 
2. The students will attend a leader-
ship retreat June 12-14 in Tulsa for a 
time of connecting and planning the 
year’s opportunities.

“The Northwestern Scholar 
Ambassadors are eager to step into 
this academic year of growth and 
outreach,” Sacket said.
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To find photos from 
this school year and past
years, follow this link: 
https://www.nwosu.edu/university-
relations/nwosu-photos

For students and 
employees in need.
www.nwosu.edu/
campus-cabinet

We’re here if you need us.
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https://www.nwosu.edu/university-relations/nwosu-photos
https://www.nwosu.edu/university-relations/nwosu-photos
http://www.nwosu.edu/campus-cabinet
http://www.nwosu.edu/campus-cabinet
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Brown to lead Homecoming parade; Gilbert wins theme contest
The Northwestern homecom-

ing committee is excited to welcome 
current, former and future Rangers 
to get “Rowdy Under the Big Top” 
for this year’s homecoming events, 
Oct. 23-25.

Student and community groups 
are encouraged to create floats that 
incorporate this theme for Home-
coming.

Dr. David Pecha, Northwestern 
executive vice president and gen-
eral chairman of the homecoming 
committee, expressed gratitude for 
the numerous submissions for both 
theme and parade marshal this year.

This year’s theme was submit-
ted by Shawna Gilbert, assistant 
professor of library science and ac-
cess services librarian of J.W. Martin 
Library. Gilbert received $25 worth 
of Alva Chamber of Commerce 
“Chamber Bucks” as a prize for her 
winning submission.

Leading the parade as parade 
marshal will be retired professor of 
chemistry and longstanding North-
western supporter, Dr. Kenneth 
Brown.

Brown is originally from a town 

similar to the size of Alva in up-
state New York called Herkimer. 
Brown graduated with chemistry 
and math degrees from Hope Col-
lege in 1960 before continuing on to 
graduate with a Ph.D. in 
physical and inorganic 
chemistry from Rut-
gers University in 1966. 
He began teaching at 
Northwestern in Au-
gust 1973 and retired in 
May 2004. Brown is still 
active in the Alva com-
munity after retirement.

“I get around,” Brown joked.
He volunteers four days a week 

at Share Medical Center as well as 
sitting on the Alva Hospital Au-
thority and Northwest Family Ser-
vices board. During the summer, 
Brown also works at the Salt Plains 
Refuge Center, a job he started as a 
Northwestern faculty member and 
he’s retained for over 20 years. He 
also handles maintenance and op-
erations of the 
historic Runny-
mede in down-
town Alva. These 

countless volunteer hours earned 
him the Volunteer of the Year award 
from the Alva Chamber of Com-
merce in 2017.

Some of Brown’s favorite memo-
ries around the Northwestern 
Homecoming activities are 
from the parade itself, mak-
ing his selection as parade 
marshal a full-circle moment. 
He has assisted the Miss Cin-
derella candidates at the Run-
nymede for several years and 
looks back fondly at bringing 

his kids to the parades in years past. 
“My daughter who lives in New 

Jersey is already making her plans to 
be here,” Brown said. “It’s a big fam-
ily thing for us.”

Homecoming button sales will 
be announced during the Fall 2025 
semester. To keep up-to-date with 
Homecoming events, visit www.
nwosu.edu/homecoming. The web 
page will be updated as events are 
finalized.

Ken Brown

Dr. David Pecha (right) presents $25 of Alva Chamber of 
Commerce “Chamber Bucks” to homecoming theme contest 
winner Shawna Gilbert (left), assistant professor of library 
science and access services librarian of J.W. Martin Library.
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https://ournorthwestern.org/get-involved/ranger-update
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https://bit.ly/3TszXCH
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1389279399068067
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The Agriculture Department, under the direction of Mindi 
Clark, was at it again growing Oklahoma Crops in the planters 
outside Jesse Dunn. The top photo is from May 19 and the 
bottom was taken June 2. What a fun way to see the growth 
happening.

https://bit.ly/3Zy4bI7
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1629777590996185
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https://www.twistedrodeo.com/2025/06/23/rangers-ride-emotions-at-cnfr/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMDUV9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFyVkM0VzYyQmNlVUpIYU5uAR5g5Igme3KNGaV6NCoxRlIed6NRGPiThu_yU4lOf1Tk2_4rikkJjcT4dEqjkQ_aem__k8sc3-h8avcnnM9oI87Kw
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http://www.nwosu.edu/assessment


5 micro-credentials now offered
for added student knowledge

Five micro-credentials are now being offered at 
Northwestern in order to offer students and profession-
als more knowledge in very specific areas.

Micro-credentials are tightly focused learning expe-
riences that allow you to acquire knowledge or skillsets 
essential to a particular career demand. While micro-
credentials may consist of credit-bearing or non-credit-
bearing components, Northwestern’s micro-credentials 
programs are primarily credit-bearing and embedded 
in other degree programs. This means that they may 
be used to satisfy requirements for a bachelor’s degree 
while simultaneously giving you a vital professional 
skillset or body of knowledge. You may also choose to 
take a micro-credential in isolation to develop critical 
workforce skills for a current or future job.

Micro-credentials are available in these areas:
-Alternative Certification in Graduate Education.
-Corrections Professional
-Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health
-Science of Reading
-Spanish for ESL Pedagogy
Dr. Kylene Rehder, department chair for social work 

work, reports 27 professionals have successfully com-
pleted the micro-credential, underscoring the growing 
interest and need for specialized training in this area.

Information about Northwestern’s micro-creden-
tials may be found below or at the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education’s UpskillOK webpage - 
https://upskillok.org/. 

For information on Northwestern’s Micro-Creden-
tial Program, visit the webpage.
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https://upskillok.org/
https://www.nwosu.edu/micro-credentials
https://www.nwosu.edu/micro-credentials
https://www.facebook.com/CowboyChannel/videos/1619555892050447
http://We were recently sent a newspaper clipping from March 15, 1937. A little over 88 years ago, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt visited Alva to be the guest of honor for the dedication services for the new buildings, Jesse Dunn and Horace Mann (now the Joe J. Struckle Education Center).
The content appears below, which was published in The Anthony Times.
'Peace' subject Mrs. Roosevelt
Public Hears Timely Subject Discussed at Alva Dedication Service Friday Night.
Friday, March 12, will long be remembered by the citizens of Alva, Okla., as a "new era in education" was marked by an address of Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. Approximately 25,000 former graduates of Northwestern State Teachers' college, and people from the surrounding towns, were on hand throughout the day to take part in the celebration dedicating the Jesse Dunn and Horace Mann halls which cost more than a half million dollars to construct.
The First Lady of the Land spoke to an assembly of Alva college students Friday morning on the subject "Problems of Youth." Then, at noon she extended greetings from the White House to members of the visiting press who were guests of the college at a luncheon meeting. High school seniors from all over this section of the country listened in eagerness to her informal chat on a "Туpіcal Day at the White House."
Her evening address on "Peace," which was open to the public, found the spacious Jesse Dunn auditorium filled to capacity.
"Peace," Mrs. Roosevelt said, "is one of the most important things to talk about today. We have too often resorted to force to achieve what we wish. Now times have changed. First of all peace must begin in the minds and hearts of the individual people. A real desire to tackle this subject is the only difficulty."
"Peace is going to cost us something. Effort, study, and unselfishness are the three fundamental things we are going to have to consider before we can hope to attain it."
https://www.nwosu.edu/micro-credentials


Academic Success Center Newsletter for 2024-2025
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https://www.nwosu.edu/student-services/academic-success-center


Academic Success Center Newsletter for 2024-2025, p. 2
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https://www.nwosu.edu/student-services/academic-success-center


18 freshmen picked for 2025-2026 President’s Leadership Class
The President’s Leadership Class 

(PLC) will welcome 18 new mem-
bers this fall.

PLC is a leadership development 
program led by Dr. Bo Hannaford, 
university president. The program 
seeks to develop leadership skills in 
students who have compiled exem-
plary records of academic success 
and participation in high school ac-
tivities. Graduates of the program 
are expected to assume leadership 
roles on campus during their time at 
Northwestern.

Students selected for this year’s 
Northwestern President’s Leader-
ship Class include:

•Jordan Banuelos, a computer sci-
ence major from Thomas

•Kate Bentley, an elementary edu-
cation major from Pond Creek

•Jax Bernard, a health and sports 
science education major from Fair-
view

•Danyel Cato, a biology major 
from Waynoka

•Channing Dillinger, an agricul-
ture major from Hugoton, Kansas

•Ryann Eastes, an 
elementary education 
major from Pratt, 
Kansas

•Abbey Elam, a 
mass communication 
major from Shattuck

•Marissa Finley, 
a marketing major 
from Wichita, Kan-
sas

•Cambell Gaisford, 
an accounting major 
from Alva

•Delphia Howell, 
an agriculture educa-
tion major from Ed-
mond

•Kaden Lambert, 

an accounting major from Alva
•Boden Miller, an entrepreneur-

ship major from Fairview
•Lauren Nelson, an education 

major from Meno
•Kade Parker, an undecided ma-

jor from Alva
•Nik Ramos, a computer science 

major from Enid
•Raegan Snider, an undecided 

major from Kingfisher
•Alexis Thompson, a pre-nursing 

major from Wichita, Kansas
•Harlie Williams, an early child-

hood education major from May
Selection to the PLC is through 

a competitive process including ap-
plications, letters of recommenda-
tion and an interview on the North-
western-Alva campus.

The students will begin their 
year-long adventure July 26-30 with 
a trip to Dallas, Texas. Activities dur-
ing the five-day trip include guided 
tours of The Sixth Floor Museum at 
Dealey Plaza, The National Medal 
of Honor Museum and AT&T Sta-
dium, the home of the Dallas Cow-

boys. The group will also attend a 
baseball game at Globe Life Field, 
home of the Texas Rangers.

Hannaford is excited to welcome 
this new class to Northwestern and 
guide them as leaders through their 
first year. He said this trip is a great 
opportunity for the incoming class 
to not only learn, but get to know 
one another and create relationships 
before the academic year.

The first PLC class began in 
the fall 2001 with assistance from 
the Presidential Partners. In 2007, 
Presidential Partners was re-
named The President’s Associa-
tion. Moving toward a more long-
term investment, the President’s 
Association was changed to the 
Northwestern Leadership Trust in 
2020, which is an endowment pro-
gram to better serve the needs of 
the students.

Class members participate in 
leadership activities and assist the 
president and staff in hosting dig-
nitaries on campus and in selected 
recruitment activities.
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