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As a member of the committee 
that will give input on the outdoor 
classroom to be built on the site 
of the old power plant, which was 
razed last month, I became curious 
about the history of the building. 
That curiosity led me to dip into 
Wayne Lane’s history of the col-
lege, Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University: A Centennial History. 
Two weeks later, I had read the 
book cover to cover, having got-
ten gripped by the story of the uni-
versity from its founding in 1897 
to its 100th anniversary in 1997. 
It was—unexpectedly, I admit—a 
page turner. If you haven’t read it 
through, I recommend it highly.

 As I read, I was struck by 
how often the challenges faced by 
our predecessors were the same 
ones we face today. The concern 
about enrollment, the scramble 
to make the most of limited fund-
ing, and the effort to respond to 
the needs of our community and 
the expectations of our board and 
legislature permeate every section 
of the book. Thinking about our 

long-awaited and soon-to-be-com-
pleted bathroom remodel in Ryer-
son Hall, I laughed at how often we 
have faced similar delays. See if this 
sounds familiar: “The new educa-
tion building… was to be complet-
ed in time for the 1936 spring term 
but was not occupied until that fall. 
Jesse Dunn Hall was to be ready 
for use in the fall of 1936. Its first 
occupants moved in in November 
1936 while some parts of the build-
ing were still being completed.” But 
aren’t change and inconvenience 
the price of growth?

My experience is that we tend 
to find the books we need to read 
(or they find us) at the time we 
need to read them. The president’s 
retirement announcement and the 
anxiety inherent in such a transi-
tion made this the right moment 
for this book. 

And here’s why. 
The writer of Ecclesiastes com-

plained about the monotony of life, 
saying there is no new thing under 
the sun. In times of uncertainty 
and change, though, it’s comfort-

ing to find that we are not facing 
something new, the challenges we 
encounter having been faced many 
times before. More importantly, it’s 
comforting to read the theme that 
emerges from these encounters: the 
university and its people are hardy, 
resilient, and optimistic. Through 
every challenge and change—even 
through the loss of the Castle on 
the Hill to fire—the campus com-
munity and the communities we 
serve have survived and ultimately 
thrived.

The change of a president is a 
momentous change, and Dr. Cun-
ningham’s presidency has been 
a workshop in leadership. When 
the sequel to Lane’s book is writ-
ten, President Cunningham will be 
remembered as one of the univer-
sity’s great presidents. She embod-
ies the spirit of Northwestern. Yet 
Lane’s book reminds us that the 
spirit of Northwestern is bigger 
than any individual in its history. 
It is our collective identity, and its 
story has many chapters remaining 
to be written.
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 Northwestern was approved by the Regional 
University System of Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education for fiscal year 
2022 to operate with a total budget comprised of 
$32,001,968, compared to last year’s budget of 
$26,072,311. The budget consists of $26,445,900 in 
E&G funding and $5,536,068 from CARES funds. 
The FY22 budget shows an increase of $557,926 in 
state appropriations.  
 Due  to this increase in funding, tuition and 
mandatory fees remained the same at $248.75 per 
credit hour. The legislature and OSRHE highlight-
ed several areas of emphasis including nursing, 
education and STEM fields for funding. North-
western was able to retain a position in nursing 
and a position in education, as well as fill a vacant 
position in natural sciences. There will be an add-
ed $50,000 in scholarships to encourage students 
to enter teacher education, with special emphasis 
placed on those interested in math, science and 
special education.
 “We were thankful to receive the additional 
funding through state appropriations and CARES 
funding,” Dr. Janet Cunningham, university presi-
dent, said. “We have many projects starting, now 
that this funding has been secured, to improve our 
campus for years to come.”
 A portion of CARES funding went directly to 
enrolled students to help with educational ex-

penses. Other projects at the university include the 
installation of underground fiber, the addition of 
wireless access points, two new HVAC systems, ad-
ditional technology for classrooms, as well as a new 
phone system implemented late in 2021.
 “Not only are we able to improve certain ar-
eas on campus, our full-time staff also received 
a much-needed raise through the increase in 
funding,” Cunningham said. “Northwestern rec-
ognizes employees’ hard work to create a great 
environment, and our students benefit from that, 
too.”
 Enrollment continues to be important. An en-
rollment management task force has been formed 
to create new strategies and solutions for recruit-
ing and retaining students. This task force is com-
prised of staff and faculty. Northwestern will see a 
normal academic year regarding classroom set-up 
and activities, which will help students make deci-
sions on where to attend.
 “The upcoming year will look more traditional, 
as we have discontinued our face-covering policy. 
I have missed so many aspects of campus life be-
cause of the pandemic, and am excited to see stu-
dent faces bustling around again.”

Budget approved, tuition/fees do not rise

https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/photos/a.77164132184/10157044764987185/
http://www.facebook.com-nwosuadmissionshttps://www.facebook.com/nwosuadmissions/videos/324155849248060-videos-324155849248060
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Northwestern earns excellence certification as Certified Healthy Campus
Northwestern has been awarded 

Certified Healthy Campus status at the 
excellence level for 2020.

Certified Healthy Campus was cre-
ated in 2011 to recognize both public and 
private post-secondary campuses and 
career technology centers that promote 
health and wellness for their faculty, staff, 
students and visitors. The program is ad-
ministered by the Oklahoma Turning 
Point Council and the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health, Center for the 
Advancement of Wellness.

“We are proud of our university for 
this achievement,” Dr. Janet Cunningham, 
university president, said. “We proactively 
encourage our employees to stay active 
and healthy through policies in place, and 
even through programs at the J.R. Holder 
Wellness Center. Having healthy employ-
ees is vital to our workforce.” 

Certifications are awarded at the ba-
sic, merit, and excellence levels, depend-
ing on the number of criteria fulfilled. A 
smoke-free policy is required for Basic, 
and a tobacco-free policy submitted with 
the application is required for Excellence. 
The Certified Healthy Oklahoma Cam-

pus Program 2020 received 42 applica-
tions and certified 40 campuses at the ba-
sic, merit or excellence level. Northwestern 
earned the excellence certification.

“The Certified Healthy Oklahoma 
program is an exciting way to shape our 
future,” Dr. Julie Dearing, state programs 
coordinator, said. “We care about the 

health of everyone around us. Let’s con-
tinue the momentum you have created 
to save lives and provide a healthier place 
to live, work, learn and play.”

C e r t i f i e d 
Healthy Oklahoma 
is a free statewide 
certification that 
recognizes enti-
ties going above 

and beyond to make health and wellness 
a priority for all. The program is open to 
businesses, campuses, communities, con-
gregations, early childhood programs, 
restaurants and schools. Northwestern 
has received certifications from Certified 
Healthy Oklahoma every year since 2015.

“We strive to provide our campus 
with all types of options that can ben-
efit the campus community’s health and 
wellness,” Olivia Yandel, J.R. Holder Well-
ness Center director, said. “It is so impor-
tant that individuals make their health 
and wellness a priority for the betterment 
of their futures. I am very honored to be 
part of the culture here at Northwestern 
that supports positive health choices for 
its community members.” 

For local information on Certified 
Healthy Oklahoma or the J.R. Holder 
Wellness Center contact Yandel at (580) 
327-8109 or oayandel@nwosu.edu. 
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The second group of members 
from the Oklahoma Association of 
Student Councils (OASC) gathered on 
the Northwestern Alva campus for BA-
SIC, a leadership workshop, July 11-16. 
Overall the university welcomed 231 
high school students from across the 
state. Sixteen are high school graduates 
who came to Northwestern prior to the 
camp’s start so they could prepare for 
their roles as junior counselors during 
the workshop.

Students attending for the week 
included high school sophomores, 
juniors and seniors. During the work-
shop, students were divided into 12 
councils, each of which came up with 
a school name, mascot, colors and 
a school song and chant. Students 
in each council were given real-life 
problems to solve and then act out 
their resolutions using skits. They 
also participated in breakout sessions 
that included leadership styles, team 
building, etiquette, school spirit and 
activities.

Junior Counselors, members of 
OASC for July who have graduated 
high school, were assigned to each 
of the 12 councils. Those counselors 
included Noah Albert, Delaney Barg-
hols, Andrew Celedron, Maggie Dan-
sbury, Risa Fitter, Michael Forhan, 
Kami Fryer, Lisa Gouldsby, Jordyn 
Jastice, Constance Kettler, Madi-
son Lake, Lucas Martinez, Madeline 
Mueller, Laurel Reesling, Brody Smith 
and Nadily Smith.

Students used various buildings 
around campus and stayed in uni-
versity housing along with the direc-
tors: Karen Koehn of Alva, workshop 
director for junior counselors and 
state officers; Kristi Neerman of Tulsa, 
director of facilities; Martha Embry 
of Tulsa, director of curriculum and 

adult staff; and Janet Carter of Sul-
phur, director of registration.

Koehn added she is very thankful 
to Northwestern and the Alva com-
munity for their support in playing 
host to the event.

“Round two of OASC BASIC 

kicked off just as enthusiastically as 
our June session,” Koehn said. “The 
difference our community makes in 
these young leaders will continue to 
serve our entire state. Thank you, Alva 
,for continuing to open your hearts to 
growing these leaders!”

High school graduates serving as junior counselors attending the July OASC Basic 
workshop are (front row, left to right) Risa Fitter, Laurel Reesling, Maggie Dansbury, 
Madison Lake, Madeline Mueller, Nadily Smith, Kami Fryer, Jordyn Jastice (back 
row, left to right) Lucas Martinez, Brody Smith, Delaney Barghols, Constance Kettler, 
Michael Forhan, Andrew Celedron, Noah Albert and Lisa Gouldsby.

230+ high school students on campus for BASIC camps
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Enrollment for Northwest-
ern’s graduate programs was 
open into August.

Master’s degree programs in-
clude Master of Arts in American 
Studies, Master of Counseling 
Psychology, Master of Science 
in General Psychology, Master 
of Arts in Heritage Tourism and 
Conservation and Master of Ed-
ucation with several options. Ap-
plications for admission into the 
graduate program were accepted 
through the beginning of Au-
gust. Fall classes began Monday, 
Aug. 16.

“This fall semester is an excel-
lent time for potential students 
to begin their graduate educa-
tion,” Dr. Shawn Holliday, asso-
ciate dean of graduate studies, 
said. “Northwestern offers a wide 
array of graduate programs that 
would be of special interest to 
nontraditional students that can 
help with retraining for a new or 
different career. Our small class 
sizes and supportive faculty also 
help students succeed. Don’t de-
lay, enroll today!” 

To see degree program break-
downs, visit the online graduate 
catalog at www.nwosu.edu/grad-
uate-catalog.

To get started on a graduate 
degree program contact Melissa 
Brown, coordinator of gradu-
ate studies, at (580) 327-8410 or 
mbrown@nwosu.edu. An applica-
tion for admission form, admis-
sion requirements and additional 
information may be found at www.
nwosu.edu/graduate-studies.

Enrollment encouraged
for those interested
in graduate programs

http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-catalog
http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-catalog
https://www.enidnews.com/news/local_news/noc-nwosu-enid-campuses-offer-higher-education-to-community-members/article_fb5e7274-e901-11eb-8f93-cffae447dcd6.html
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Events were announced for 
Northwestern’s annual home-
coming celebration Oct. 7-9, and 
the organizing committee looked 
forward to seeing many familiar, 
and some new, faces in Alva. 

The Northwestern Home-
coming Committee selected this 
year’s theme – “Game On: Rang-
er 2021 Edition” in the spring 
semester of 2020. Because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 2020 
Homecoming festivities were 

canceled. 
“Tradition and memories play 

a critical role for alumni that re-
turn to Alva for all of the home-
coming festivities,” Dr. David 
Pecha, general chairman, said. 
“This year’s theme will hope-
fully provide an opportunity for 
everyone involved to catch the 
Ranger spirit by wearing some-
thing red and black, and taking 
part in the many activities.”

Student and community 
groups were 
encouraged to 
create floats 
that incorpo-
rate this theme 
for Homecom-
ing.

Leading the 
parade on Sat-
urday, Oct. 9, 
at in downtown 
Alva was the 
parade marshal 

Linda Tutwiler, a former North-
western student and staff mem-
ber. Tutwiler was hired in 1986 
as the President’s administrative 
assistant and held that position 
for 22 years. She worked for the 

Linda Tutwiler
2021 Homecoming Parade Marshal

Northwestern’s Ranger band psychs up the crowd at the 2019 
homecoming parade before the Ranger football game. 

Tutwiler serves as parade marshal

Continued to Page 7

http://www.nwosu.edu/paying-for-college/reach-higher-program-costs
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/posts/10157067728212185
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following Northwestern presidents: Dr. Joe Struck-
le, Dr. Tom McDaniel, Dr. Paul Beran and Dr. Janet 
Cunningham.

Tutwiler graduated summa cum laude in 1992 
with a bachelor’s degree in office administration and 
earned a master of education degree in 1998, both 
from Northwestern.  She earned both degrees while 
working full time as the President’s assistant.      

Continued from page 6

Tutwiler...
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rodeo/videos/2851524418432425
http://www.nwosu.edu/course-schedules
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/psychology-department-receives-oklahoma-psychological-society-awards?fbclid=IwAR1zCVXuxgk8YIBB3fKgo2Vd80vkmOQS9kAGN4YGAAWtz7O1TilDl-B6e1U 
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Fun in the Sun! 
The Ranger Band 
takes a break 
from Band Camp 
work for a quick 
group photo.

Welcome Back, Rangers!
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Northwestern officials allo-
cated $50,000 in scholarships for 
teacher candidates who enter the 
classroom in the secondary and 
special education areas. 

This allocation came from 
additional funds received from 
Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education (OSHRE) that 
allowed Northwestern to retain 
personnel while providing ad-
ditional dollars toward scholar-
ships. 

“The intent of this money 
is to support the initiatives for 
high need areas,” Dr. Christee 
Jenlink, assistant dean of edu-
cation, said. “There are tremen-
dous teacher shortages within 
all secondary areas and special 
education.”  

Upon admittance into the 
teacher education program, a 
student will receive a $500 schol-
arship  the following semester. 

For example, if a student were to 
be admitted into the program in 
the fall 2021 semester, the $500 
scholarship would be applied 
during the spring 2022 semester. 
When the same student enters 
their pre-professional semester, 
the student will be awarded an-
other $1,000.  

“We hope to encourage stu-
dents to choose a career in 
teaching and to better sup-
port them in their journey to 
the classroom,” Jenlink said. 
“Northwestern creates effective 
educators, and these funds allow 
us to help students in these high 
need areas.” 

OSHRE also offers the Future 
Teachers Scholarship for teacher 
candidates who teach in the state 
of Oklahoma for three consecu-
tive years after graduation 
and licensure, which would 
be money in addition to the 

Northwest-

ern scholarship.  
Another unique aspect to 

Northwestern’s scholarship 
program is that  funds are set 
aside for transfer students 
who come to Northwestern as 
teacher candidates in the high 
need areas.  

For more information 
about Northwestern’s teacher 
education program and schol-
arship allocation, contact Jen-
link at cljenlink@nwosu.edu 
or (580) 327-8478. For more 
information about OSHRE’s 
Future Teacher Scholarship 
program, visit https://secure.
okcol legestar t .org/Financia l_
A i d _ P l an n i n g / S c h o l ar s h ip s /
Career_S cholarships/Future_
Te a c h e r s _ S c h o l a r s h i p _ P r o -
gram.aspx

$50,000 in scholarships allocated for education students

Dr. Janet   
Cunningham 
addresses the 

faculty and 
staff members 
who gathered 

for the annual 
All-School 

Picnic in the 
cafeteria.

https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
https://secure.okcollegestart.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/Scholarships/Career_Scholarships/Future_Tea
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Northwestern welcomes new faculty members
Northwestern welcomed new fac-

ulty members to campus for a new fac-
ulty orientation to begin the 2021-2022 
school year. New faculty members were 
hired in the School of Arts and Sciences, 
the School of Education and the School 
of Professional Studies. 

Dr. Michael Black, assistant pro-
fessor of music and director of bands, 
holds a bachelor’s degree in music edu-
cation from Northeastern Oklahoma 
State Unviersity and a master’s degree 
in instrumental conducting from the 
University of Connecticut. He earned 
a doctorate in musical arts with an em-
phasis in wind band conducting from 
the the University of Kentucky. He has 
served as an assistant professor of music 
at Franklin College. 

Dr. John Ellerbach, assistant profes-
sor of communication, has a bachelor’s 
degree in English from the University 
of Dubuque in Iowa and a Doctor of 
Education degree in mass communica-
tion from Oklahoma State University. 
His prior work experience includes be-
ing an assistant professor of journalism 
at Franklin College of Indiana, assistant 
professor of journalism at Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, assistant profes-
sor of communication at Shippensburg 
University, visiting assistant professor 
in communication at Purdue Univer-
sity and assistant professor of English at 
Kutztown University.

Codi Harding, assistant professor of 
social work and director of field educa-
tion, holds a bachelor’s degree in social 
work and a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology, both from Northwestern. She 
also earned her master’s degree in social 
work from the University of Oklahoma. 
Her previous work experience includes 
being a school-based therapist at Youth 
and Family Services in Enid.

Dr. Nicholus Ledbetter, assistant 
professor of biology, earned his bach-

elor’s degree in biology from the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas. He recently 
completed his Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in biology from the University 
of Tulsa. His prior work experience in-
cludes being a research and teaching 
assistant for biology at the University of 
Tulsa.

Summer Foster, instructor of edu-
cation, holds a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education and a bachelor’s 
degree in speech-language pathology, 
both from Fort Hays State University. 
Foster also earned her master’s degree 
in school counseling from Southwest-
ern Oklahoma State University. Her 
previous work experience includes be-
ing a high school counselor, sixth grade 
English language arts and social studies 
teacher, and middle school counselor all 
with Dodge City Public Schools.

Derek Trabuc, instructor of edu-
cation, earned a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and a master’s 
degree in educational leadership, both 
from Pittsburg State University. Trabuc’s 
prior work experience includes 17 years 
as a fifth and sixth 
grade classroom 
teacher at Mar-
maton Valley El-
ementary School 
in Kansas.

J o n a t h a n 
Crowell, instructor 
of nursing, holds a 
bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from 
East Central Uni-
versity, a bachelor’s 
degree in theology 
from Bear Valley 
Bible Institute of 
Denver, a master’s 
degree in Chris-
tian scripture from 
Heritage Chris-

tian University, and a master’s degree 
in nursing from the University of Okla-
homa. His previous work experience 
includes being a charge nurse in the 
emergency department at Holdenville 
General Hospital and at Nor Lea Hos-
pital District in New Mexico, staff nurse 
in the emergency department at Integris 
Bass Baptist Health Center in Enid, and 
advanced practice nurse practitioner at 
Entero Services in Enid.

Denise Floyd, instructor of nursing, 
earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from Oklahoma Panhandle State Uni-
versity and a master’s degree in nurs-
ing from Grand Canyon University in 
Arizona. Floyd’s prior work experience 
includes being a critical care manager 
and ICU Nurse at St. Mary’s Regional 
Medical Center in Enid.

Dr. Yvette Lowery, assistant profes-
sor of nursing, joined Northwestern 
faculty in the 2020-2021 academic year 
but was unable to attend the scheduled 
new faculty orientation due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Lowery attended 
the 2021-2022 new faculty orientation. 

New faculty members include (left to right, front row) Derek Trabuc, 
instructor of education; Denise Floyd, instructor of nursing; Codi 
Harding, assistant professor of social work and director of field 
experience; Summer Foster, instructor of education; Dr. Yvette 
Lowery (new faculty member 2020-2021) assistant professor of 
nursing; and Dr. Nicholus Ledbetter, assistant professor of biology. 
Second row, Jonathan Crowell, instructor of nursing.



Spotlight  15

https://oknursingtimes.com/020215/standing-in-the-gap-northwestern-oklahoma-state-university-3/?fbclid=IwAR1KitsMX99ZeD60lKX0spLKSNH0l4h2NcSSdRmleG6BR6biBuwUZ0y6pD8
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Northwestern welcomed 26 
new staff members to campus in 
the fall. Short biographies of each 
staff member are listed below:

Gracie Allen, Foundation and 
Alumni Association development 
officer, earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in nutritional sciences from 
Oklahoma State University. She 
previously worked at Pure Barre 
Studio in Midtown Tulsa.

Mickal Arvie, assistant foot-
ball coach, holds a master’s degree 
in adult education management 
and administration from North-
western. He holds experience as a 
student worker in the J.R. Holder 
Wellness Center and as a graduate 
assistant with Ranger Football.

Sandra Boston, South Hall su-
pervisor and resident life coordi-
nator, previously worked in Shat-
tuck for Venture Foods and also 
owned and operated Ed’s Cafe.

Sterlin Broomfield, cross 

country/track and field assistant 
coach, holds a master’s degree in 
adult education management and 
administration from Northwest-
ern. He has been the assistant in 
the Student Support Services (SSS) 
grant office and night technician 
in the ITV dept.

Karolyn Cole, Upward Bound 
project coordinator, has a bach-
elor’s degree in elementary educa-
tion from Northwestern. She has 
taught as a fourth grade teacher 
with Alva Public Schools and 
worked with Schwerdtfeger Hay & 
Grain.

Chonda Dees, financial aid 
counselor, holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in sociology from Northwest-
ern. She previously worked as the 
executive assistant at BancCentral 
in Alva and is a licensed cosme-
tologist.

Abby Detar, Bill Johnson Cor-
rectional Center treatment coun-

selor, earned 
her bachelor’s 
degree in psy-
chology from 
Northwestern. 
She previously 
worked as a stu-
dent worker in 
the J.R. Holder 
Wellness Center 
and in the psy-
chology depart-
ment.

Josh Evans, 
assistant foot-
ball coach/pass-
ing game coor-
dinator, holds 
a bachelor’s de-
gree in kinesi-
ology from the 
University of La 

Verne in California and has previ-
ously worked as a graduate assis-
tant for Ranger Football as a coach 
for quarterbacks and wide receiv-
ers. 

Sarah Fletcher, SSS project ad-
viser, received her master’s degree 
in counseling psychology from 
Northwestern. Her previous work 
experience includes being a coun-
selor with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation 
and with Northwest Family Ser-
vices in Alva.

Kyle Fuller, police chief, earned 
his associate’s degree in police sci-
ence from OSU-OKC. His pre-
vious work experience includes 
being a deputy with the Woods 
County Sheriff ’s Office and the 
Alva Police Department. He also 
served six years in the Army Na-
tional Guard.

Blake Garnett, systems analyst 
– Alva campus, received his bach-
elor’s degree in computer science 
from Northwestern. He has previ-
ously worked at Northwest Tech-
nology Center, G & G Home Fur-
nishings, Alva Public Schools and 
Garnett Oil Co.

Miranda Gilliland, custodian, 
has previously worked at Taco Vil-
lage in Alva and also with the uni-
versity’s grounds maintenance.

Georgie Gerbine, BJCC treat-
ment counselor, holds a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology from 
Northwestern. She has previously 
worked in sales for AT&T, at Alva’s 
Market and as a medical records 
assistant.

Bailie Gooch, J.R. Holder 
Wellness Center assistant director, 
has a bachelor’s degree in health 
and sports science education from 

New staff members welcomed to Northwestern

Continued to page 17

New staff members include (left to right, front row) Madison 
Wilson, head cashier; Sarah Fletcher, Student Support Services 
project adviser; Karen Rodriguez, Student Support Services project 
adviser; Bailie Gooch, J.R. Holder Wellness Center assistant 
director; Miriam Hicks, library/housing assistant; Georgie Gerbine, 
BJCC treatment counselor; (second row, left to right) Azucena 
Rivera, custodian; Abby Detar, BJCC treatment counselor; Chonda 
Dees, financial aid counselor; Blake Garnett, systems analyst; Tylar 
Thompson, admissions counselor and recruiter; and Ethan Sacket, 
student success coordinator. Several are not pictured.
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Northwestern. She has previously 
worked in the J.R. Holder Wellness 
Center as a graduate assistant, fit-
ness instructor and certified per-
sonal trainer.

Miriam Hicks, library/housing 
assistant, has previously worked 
as an office support assistant with 
the State of Missouri Department 
of Corrections and social media 
manager for Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva.

Jakeria Otey, assistant wom-
en’s basketball coach, received her 
master’s degree in adult education 
management and administration 
from Northwestern. She was the 
graduate assistant with the Lady 
Ranger basketball team, substi-
tute teacher for Alva Schools and 
helped with Boys & Girls Club in 
Arkansas.

Azucena Rivera, custodian, 
has worked as a packaging assis-
tant with Value Added Products in 
Alva and also worked at DD’s Dis-
count Store and Six Flags.

Karen Rodriguez, SSS project 
adviser, holds a bachelor’s degree 
in general studies from North-
western. She previously worked 
as a student worker in the student 
services department at Northwest-
ern.

Ethan Sacket, student success 
coordinator, holds a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration 
from Northwestern. He has previ-
ously worked as a Northwestern 
resident life assistant and tutor 
with Upward Bound, and has co-
ordinated brand development for 
VAP in Alva.

Andrew Santangelo, assistant 
athletic director for communica-
tions, received his master’s degree 

in adult education management 
and administration from North-
western. He previously worked as 
an intern with OSU Cowboy Ath-
letics and as a graduate assistant 
with Northwestern athletic com-
munications.  

Emma Sporleder, Founda-
tion and Alumni Association 
communications and market-
ing manager, holds a bachelor’s 
degree in mass communication 
from Northwestern. She has pre-
viously been a student worker 
with Northwestern athletic com-
munications. 

Wendi Stonehocker, Founda-
tion and Alumni Association office 
manager, has previously worked as 
a customer service associate with 
BancCentral in Alva.

Tylar Thompson, admissions 
counselor/recruiter, earned her 
bachelor’s degree in mass commu-
nication from 
Northwestern. 
She has previ-
ously worked as 
a lead business 
service repre-
sentative for the 
Western Okla-
homa Work-
force Develop-
ment Board and 
a career man-
ager with Work-
force Innovation 
and Opportu-
nity Act.

Lisa Vermil-
lion, admin-
istrative assis-
tant to the vice 
president for 
administration, 

has worked as a secretary and 
paraprofessional with Alva Public 
Schools, as owner/operator of a 
daycare service, and in Northwest-
ern’s nursing department.

Madison Wilson, head cashier, 
received her bachelor’s degree in 
history from Northwestern. She 
has previously worked part-time 
for Northwestern’s recruitment of-
fice and business office and helped 
with drama camp for the Gaslight 
Theatre in Enid.

Ryan Wondrasek, head soft-
ball coach, has a master’s degree 
in secondary education sports 
administration from East Cen-
tral University. He has served as 
the athletic director at Seward 
County Community College in 
Kansas and was the assistant soft-
ball coach at the University of Ne-
braska-Omaha and St. Gregory’s 
University.

Continued from page16

New staff members...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T40PwDobQvc 
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The J.R. Holder Wellness Center 
is under new leadership. Olivia Yan-
del of Kiowa, Kansas, has been named 
the new director, and Bailie Gooch of 
Stroud has been named the assistant 
director. 

Yandel served 
as the assistant di-
rector for two and 
a half years before 
taking on the di-
rector position re-
cently. 

“I am ex-
tremely excited 
about the oppor-
tunity to better the 
Wellness Center,” 
Yandel said. “I 
have such a passion for wellness and 
people, so being able to oversee this 
fantastic facility like all of the other 
amazing directors before me is such 
an honor.”

Yandel said the staff is looking 

J.R. Holder Wellness Center Leadership Changes
forward to bringing more communi-
ty members into the facility through 
various challenges and incentives. She 
said her goal as director is to make the 
facility the best possible, whether that 
be by bringing in more equipment for 

the mem-
bers, offering 
a larger vari-
ety of group 
e x e r c i s e 
classes or 
simply being 
available to 
listen to the 
m e m b e r s ’ 
recommen-
dations.

“I hope 
that Bailie, my staff and I can provide 
a positive experience for anyone who 
uses the facility,” Yandel said. 

Gooch previously worked at the 
Wellness Center for two and a half 
years as a student, staff member and 

personal trainer.  
She said the 

staff is excited 
to start hosting 
more challenges 
for the Wellness 
Center members 
to spark motiva-
tion and engage-
ment. 

Listed below 
are a few Well-
ness Center chal-
lenges:

- Aug. 15 – 
Sept. 30: Refer a 
Friend 

Refer as many 
friends to sign up 
for a member-
ship as possible to 

compete for a FREE VIP membership
- Sept. 1 – 30: “Step”tember
Track steps for the whole month 

of September. The person with the 
most after the final day will win a 
Northwestern swag bag

- Oct. 9: 
Ranger Run 5K/
Fun Run

Participate 
in the annual 
Home c om i ng 
5K Ranger Run 
or the 1-mile 
Fun Run on Al-
va’s Downtown 
Square

- Nov. 20: 
Turkey Tri

Put together a team of three to 
compete in a tag team relay half tri-
athlon (5K run, 12-mile stationary 
bike, 800m. swim)

-  Dec. 1-23: 12 Days of “Fits”mas
Check-in at least 12 days to earn a 

free one-month membership
 - Jan. 3 – Feb. 28: Transformation 

Challenge
Eight-week transformation chal-

lenge to help start the new year by 
getting in shape. One winner will 
be rewarded for the best all-around 
transformation.

“I’m looking forward to serving 
the community of Alva by providing 
a welcoming, clean and safe environ-
ment for people to engage in their 
favorite activities to promote health 
and wellness,” Gooch said. “I believe 
that the J.R. Holder Wellness Center 
is a wonderful asset to our commu-
nity.”

For more information about the 
J.R. Holder Wellness Center contact 
Yandel at (580) 327-8109 or oayan-
del@nwosu.edu.

Olivia Yandel Bailie Gooch
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Spring Break is
March 14-18
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Oklahoma’s best kept secret - regional universities offer best value
Northwestern Oklahoma State 

University continues to serve its 
students by providing a quality and 
affordable education as one of six 
regional universities in the state of 
Oklahoma. 

“Regional universities are the 
best kept secret of Oklahoma’s 
higher education system,” Connie 
Reilly, chair of 
the Regional 
University Sys-
tem of Okla-
homa (RUSO) 
Board of Re-
gents, said in 
a recent edito-
rial. “Not only 
do they offer 
students a qual-
ity education, 
but they are 
remarkably af-
fordable, close 
to home, and 
almost half of graduates have no 
student debt.” 

For a full-time student from 
Oklahoma enrolled at a regional 
university like Northwestern, the 
average annual total cost to attend 
is 46 percent less than at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma or Oklahoma 
State University.  

“The Regional University Sys-
tem of Oklahoma takes special care 
to keep fees low, not creating addi-
tional costs for students since many 
scholarships, including Oklahoma’s 
Promise, cover tuition and not 
fees,” Reilly said.  

In addition to low fees, North-
western offers numerous scholar-
ship opportunities to its students. 
In 1999, the citizens of Alva voted 
to increase the city’s sales tax by one 
cent, with half of that cent being 

used for scholarships for students 
at Northwestern. This became the 
Alva Incentive Program in partner-
ship with the City of Alva. This sales 
tax provides full-time freshmen 
and transfer students assistance 
with tuition, university housing, 
and other school-related expenses 
if they live at an Alva address. 

“The schol-
arship pro-
grams available 
give students at 
Northwestern a 
unique opportu-
nity,” President 
Janet Cunning-
ham said. “We 
have incredible 
support from 
c o m m u n i t y 
members who 
want to see our 
students suc-
ceed. In fact, 

more than 50 percent of our stu-
dents graduate debt-free because of 
programs like these.”

Reilly said that students and 
parents of students currently pay-
ing for college will recognize how 
accessible the price is at regional 
universities.

“Few prospective students real-
ize the significance of the total fees 
they’ll be charged by the university 
they plan to attend,” Reilly said. “At 
some universities, fees average an 
additional 138 percent of the price 
of tuition, more than three times 
the cost of fees at regional universi-
ties.”

Fees at Northwestern are con-
siderably lower than other higher 
education institutions. For the 
2021-2022 academic year, North-
western did not raise tuition or 

mandatory fees.
Recent high school gradu-

ates can find in RUSO schools like 
Northwestern a traditional college 
and campus experience for a lower 
cost. 

Reilly added that a large per-
centage of non-traditional students 
— namely transfer students, work-

ing adults and 
part-time or 
returning stu-
dents — ap-
preciate that 
RUSO schools 
provide an af-
fordable edu-
cation and 
are flexible 
enough to al-
low them to 
reduce ex-
penses by 
maintaining 
a full-time 

job, living at home or taking care of 
family.  

“As the largest four-year uni-
versity system in the state, RUSO’s 
six public universities have cam-
puses and satellites located in every 
quadrant of our state: East Central 
University, Northeastern State Uni-
versity, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University, South-
western Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and the University of Central 
Oklahoma,” Reilly said. “Students 
from rural communities can easily 
locate a regional university close to 
home.” 

Northwestern has campus loca-
tions in Alva, Enid, and Woodward 
,which allows students an educa-
tion closer to home. Northwestern 

Regent Connie Reilly, Chair 
of Regional University System         

of Oklahoma

Dr. Janet Cunningham, President 
of Northwestern Oklahoma State 

University

Continued to page 23
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also offers classes at the University 
Center in Ponca City. The Alva 
campus provides the student with 
a traditional college experience, 
while the Enid and Woodward 
campuses primarily serve non-tra-
ditional students, with all locations 
offering flexible class schedules and 
student organizations. 

Reilly said students attending 
college for the first time or return-
ing after a break should consider 
the benefits of earning a four-year 
degree at a regional university -- an 
affordable, high-quality education 
that will prepare them for jobs after 
graduation and a lifetime of suc-
cessful earning. 

“Obtaining a degree from 
Northwestern will allow you op-
tions that will create substantial 

Continued from page 22

Oklahoma’s best kept secret....
differences throughout your life-
time through careers and salaries,” 
Cunningham said. “Even if you 
think college is 
not the route 
for you, take a 
campus tour and 
see what your 
options are and 
how they line up 
with your goals.”

For more 
information on 
taking a campus 
tour, call (580) 
327-8546 or 
email recruit@
nwosu.edu. For 
more informa-
tion regarding 
Northwestern’s 

scholarship programs, visit www.
nwosu.edu/paying-for-college/
scholarships.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5_OM6pGCWo
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Library staff present workshops throughout semester
Northwestern library staff staff 

presented several free workshops 
during the fall semester

“University research can be a 
challenge, especially to new stu-
dents,” Douglas Davidson, research 
and instructional services librarian 
and assistant professor of library 
science, said. “At the university lev-
el, looking up information through 
an Internet search engine is no lon-
ger adequate.”

All Northwestern students and 
employees were welcome. 

“Through these workshops, stu-
dents could learn how to find ap-
propriate resources for the research 
projects throughout their academic 
careers,” Davidson said. 

Davidson conducted three dif-
ferent workshops titled “Research 
Beyond Google,” “Secrets of APA 
Style,” and “Master Microsoft 
Word.”  

He said learning the ins and 

outs of research, APA style and 
Microsoft Word can be frustrat-
ing and time-consuming. Partici-
pants who attended the workshops 
gained tips to eliminate those frus-
trations. 

“Research Beyond Google” was 
an introduction to research data-
bases and the “Deep Web.” Students 
learned to find appropriate online 
content for academic research.

“Secrets of APA Style” explored 
how to create documents in APA 
style and cite sources correctly, es-
pecially sources from the web. Stu-
dents left with an APA document 
template they can use for future 
papers.

“Master Microsoft Word” 
helped to take 
the frustration 
out of using 
Word by dem-
onstrating its 
under-uti l ized 

features, helping students and fac-
ulty craft documents with ease. At-
tendees learned to use headings, 
keep text on the bottom of the 
page, number pages automatically 
and create reusable templates.

“The workshops took a three-
prong approach,” Davidson said. 
“How to find academic sources ef-
ficiently, how to cite those sourc-
es to meet academic standards 
and avoid plagiarism, and how 
to use Microsoft Word efficiently 
to avoid wasting time formatting 
documents.” 

For more information about fu-
ture workshops or the J.W. Martin 
Library, contact Davidson at (580) 
327-8572 or dgdavidson@nwosu.edu.
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http://www.twistedrodeo.com/2021/08/30/graves-chasing-circuit-world-titles/?fbclid=IwAR2JUSjQMNG0VZdcxAHWHWqTfUAUgFZrbDHjy6TtRDsaSAD6uJ76zk7_rQI
http://nwtv7.rangerpulse.com/2021/09/01/the-season-ahead-2021-2022-football-preview/?fbclid=IwAR0ETwl0ZYEryji42002M7HDoR46iXMkzlRxuy4iLuiXpkj3WRgqOjYubqw 
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Students leave Northwestern  
with the knowledge to succeed in a 
particular field. In their final semes-
ter, the following 14 senior educa-
tion students received student teach-
ing assignments and worked in area 
schools to gain hands-on experience.

The students returned to campus 
for seminars in November and their 
portfolio exit interviews in Decem-
ber. Graduation was held Dec. 5.

Listed below are the students, 
their hometowns and teaching as-
signments.

Early Childhood Education – 
Josey Belair of Enid, Fowler Early 
Childhood Center (Enid); Bailey 
Bowman of Fairview, Beaver Elemen-
tary School; April Burrow of Enid, 
Waukomis Elementary School; Davin 
DeVilbiss of Fairview, Gilmore Ele-
mentary School (Kingfisher); Mikayla 
Edris of Cienega, Arizona, Washing-

ton Elementary School (Alva)
Elementary Education – Ashley 

Alegria of Enid, Westwood Elemen-
tary School (Stillwater); Jack Buck-
les of Enid, Waukomis Elemen-
tary School; Kayci Glover-Allen of 
Ft. Gibson, Waynoka Elementary 
School; Hannah Lankister of Ft. 
Cobb, Lookeba-Sickles Elementary 
School; Cydnee Wray of Okeene, 
Chisholm Elementary School (Enid)

Health and Sports Science Edu-
cation – Matthew Fuller of Mor-
rison, Frontier Elementary School; 
Emily Poindexter of Elgin, Tonkawa 
Elementary School

History Education – Jenna 
Brooks of Taloga, Meade, Kansas, 
High School

Special Edu-
cation – Maya 
Stewart of Alva, 
Burlington Public 

Schools 
Teacher candidates were able to 

take part in the Teacher’s Closet that 
helps each student get free and “new” 
professional outfits to help transition 
their wardrobe to professional dress. 
For more information or to donate 
gently used or new clothing to ben-
efit young professionals contact Dr. 
Jen Oswald, assistant professor of 
education, at (580) 327-8451 or jdo-
swald@nwosu.edu. Find “The Teach-
er’s Closet” on Facebook for updates.

For more information on North-
western’s teacher education program 
contact Dr. Christee Jenlink, profes-
sor of education and associate dean 
of the School of Education, at (580) 
327-8450 or cljenlink@nwosu.edu.

14 student teachers assigned to area schools
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The Teacher’s Closet
is available for any student needing help with professional 
dress. For more information or to make an appointment, 
contact Dr. Jen Oswald, assistant professor of education, 
at (580) 327-8451 or jdoswald@nwosu.edu. Find “The 
Teacher’s Closet” on Facebook for updates.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2K3v29zeOM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCB-c_5gtaM 
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSU-Teachers-Closet-1326407427428156
mailto:jdoswald%40nwosu.edu?subject=Teacher%27s%20Closet%20info%20needed
http://The Teachehttps://www.facebook.com/NWOSU-Teachers-Closet-1326407427428156r’s Closet” on Facebook
http://The Teachehttps://www.facebook.com/NWOSU-Teachers-Closet-1326407427428156r’s Closet” on Facebook
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Area music educators welcomed to conference
Music educators who teach 

kindergarten through 12th 
grade vocal music in the re-
gion were welcomed for a 
unique professional develop-
ment opportunity at North-
western in September.

Building Our Music Edu-
cation Community :  Day of 
Collaboration, Networking 
and Inspiration was a one-day 
conference. 

The event was led by Okla-
homa Music Educator Hall  of 
Famer Sandy Knudson, ar-
tist ic director of Oklahoma 
Youth Sing, according to Dr. 
Karsten Longhurst,  director 
of choral studies and assistant 
professor of music.  Knudson 
holds a Master of Music Edu-
cation degree and Kodaly cer-
tif ication from The University 
of Oklahoma. She also holds 

national board certif ication 
in early and middle childhood 
music.

Well-known as a clinician, 
master teacher and guest con-
ductor, Knudson has presented 
workshops at numerous state 
and national conferences.

“I attended Sandy’s ses-
sions at the summer OkCDA 
conference,” Longhurst said.  “I 
was blown away with her rich 
knowledge,  passion and fresh 
approach to teaching music 
at any level.  This is  a unique 
professional development op-
portunity to unify our region’s 
music teachers through net-
working, learn from an expert 
teacher and support the music 
educators in our region.”

Longhurst also noted that 
early childhood education 
students at  Northwestern were 

invited to attend the confer-
ence.

In addition to enjoying 
a brief  performance by the 
NWOSU Singers,  participants 
attended sessions on the fol-
lowing:

Creating Community One 
Game at a Time 

The Engaging Choral 
Classroom: Vocal Warm-ups 
and Beyond

Building Beautiful  Tone 
with Young Singers

Engaging Choral Class-
room Part 2:  Choral Lesson 
Planning

Creating Community with 
Collaboration

For more information on 
future events,  contact Long-
hurst at  (801) 645-8064 and/
or Sandy Knudson at (405) 
615-2095.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CTnwSBIJ-Wv/
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/4293023600781486
https://nwtv7.rangerpulse.com/.../ranger-football-preview/
http://www.nwosu.edu/homecoming
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https://nwtv7.rangerpulse.com/2021/08/31/the-ranger-room-with-your-host-cade-kennedy/?fbclid=IwAR2ZlX1APtIZKzvkuO4AKEi0oqRSrUT4QvXwdJA1re1Q5NqsVapAuHwRp8o 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=hsziFYwhhFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4WmF6q92xo


34  Spotlight

Theatre presents ‘A Tuna Christmas’
The fine arts department played host 

to its first theatre production of the fall 
semester, “A Tuna Christmas,” on Sept. 
30, Oct. 1 and. 2 in the Herod Hall au-
ditorium.

“We were so excited to return to 
Tuna, Texas,” said Mickey Jordan, direc-
tor of technical theatre and Herod Hall 
facilities manager. “Everything is bigger 
in Texas, and Christmas time is no ex-
ception. We revamped the 12’x12’ hand-
painted map set from ‘Greater Tuna’ with 
a lot of holiday flair and plenty of new 
additions along the way. Patrons who 
missed ‘Greater Tuna’ still enjoyed laugh-
ing along with ‘A Tuna Christmas.’”

“People always ask me what sport I 
play, and I always say theatre and football 
because theatre is a team, too,” said Tem-
berlenn Hall, sophomore speech and 
theatre major from Austin, Texas. “Our 
weight room is the workshop, and our 
game day is show day. Everything about 
theatre -- seeing the show come together 
and coming together as a team -- is the 
best experience.”

Cast members for this production 
included the following:

Aliyah Bidwell, sophomore mass 
communication major from Geary; 
Adele Callaway, sophomore pre-nursing 
major from Shattuck; Jeffery Cher-Aime, 
senior music major from Nassau, The 
Bahamas; Erin Davis, university relations 
specialist from Fairview; Sydney Endsley, 
senior speech and theatre major from 
Ringwood; Destiny Engelken, sopho-
more biology major from Alva; Lilith 
Ferrero, sophomore speech and theatre 
major from Cordell; Sam Grinder, fresh-
man music-vocal major from Sayre; 
Jameson Hale, freshman music-vocal 
major from Elk City; Anastasia Harper, 
sophomore biology-health science major 
from Alva; Draven Hidalgo, sophomore 
music-vocal major from Hooker, Texas; 
Kevin Jaquez, freshman undeclared 
major from Enid; 
Jordan; Peyton 
Lucas, Northwest-
ern alumna from 
Fairview; George 
Spellman, com-
munity member 
from Tuna, Texas; 
Lisa Turner, fresh-

man biology-natural history major from 
Alva; Dr. Dena Walker, associate profes-
sor of mathematics from Pawnee; Feliciti 
Wall, freshman undeclared major from 
Duncan; and Madi Wilson, graduate stu-
dent majoring in American Studies from 
Enid.

The tech crew included the following:
Chris Chauncey, senior mathematics 

major from Cordell; Josie Gibson, fresh-
man undeclared major from Hooker; 
Maegan Holson, freshman undeclared 
major from Waynoka; Tiana Noyes, 
freshman speech and theatre major from 
Alva; Bethany Towns, freshman unde-
clared major from Alva; and Hall.

“I was very excited to be a part of the 
production,” Ferrero said. “I love the op-

Continued to page 35
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portunity I have here at Northwestern to have a role both on 
stage and backstage. I have been able to be a part of building our 
set and practice for my role in the play. I’m excited to see ‘A Tuna 
Christmas’ come together.”

For more information about “A Tuna Christmas” or the 
theatre program, contact Kimberly Weast, professor of theatre 
arts and chair of the department of fine arts, at (580) 327-8462 
or kkweast@nwosu.edu or Jordan at (580) 327-8458 or mojor-
dan@nwosu.edu. 

Continued from page 34

Theatre presents...

University Relations staff members have been busy working on 
updated informational departmental videos. Here, Valarie Case, 
interviews Nick Davis, Writing Minor, Alva senior.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAEIxAzkNg4
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/26320770211000376?fbclid=IwAR0hio9uTByA72guiKBstmHQ66KZwWqbCu5WI2SfR1LIvVactHWsrkEjJP0&
https://www.nwosu.edu/news/seventeen-to-compete-for-69th-miss-cinderella-pageant-title-during-northwesterns-homecoming
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/ranger-band-marches-with-a-new-beat/?fbclid=IwAR2wIBIOns_DY5h5q9G6mI_X1Wgp5X54ixn0fpkZ45BLejfJTzLf5DP3Q08 
https://twitter.com/NWOSUscience/status/1441198036051394562
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https://youtu.be/ImefZvvtlgI¬¬
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https://twitter.com/SteveMaier_/status/1441812599524380684
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwest-oklahoma-concert-series-announces-four-acts-for-2021-2022-season
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https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/help-as-many-as-we-can/?fbclid=IwAR0lT3L79NS-GH_BSwJVX_haI2_xh50X7o4n8OEp4-4N3E8GgHGBCnPwWTA 
https://www.face¬book.com/watch/?v=508849463515546&ref=sharing 
https://youtu.be/KmsmYGVGzA8
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Education employers seeking em-
ployees had an opportunity to go right 
to the source by attending the fall 2021 
Education Fair at Northwestern on Oct. 
11, in the Student Center Ballroom.

Northwestern education majors 
were encouraged to attend the fair pre-
pared to provide copies of resumes and 
cover letters.

Oklahoma education organiza-
tions attending in person were Alva 
Public Schools, Blackwell Public 
Schools, Calumet Public Schools, Cher-
okee Public Schools, Clinton Public 
Schools, El Reno Public Schools, Enid 
Public Schools, Epic Charter Schools, 
Guymon Public Schools, Northeastern 
Oklahoma State University, Ponca City 
Public Schools, Turpin Public Schools, 
University of Oklahoma College of 
Medicine and Newkirk Public Schools.

Kansas area education organiza-
tions attending were Dodge City Uni-
fied School District 443, Salina Public 

Schools USD 305, Shawnee Mission 
School USD 305 and Garden City Pub-
lic Schools.  

Other out-of-state education or-
ganizations attending were Pinellas 
County Schools in Florida; Network of 
International Christian Schools in Mis-
sissippi; Shelterwood in Independence, 
Missouri; Hobbs Municipal Schools in 
New Mexico; In-
ternational Lead-
ership of Texas; 
Perryton Inde-
pendent School 
District in Texas; 
and Department 
of Defense Edu-
cation Activity in 
Virginia. 

Taylor Wilson, 
director of counsel-
ing and career ser-
vices, encouraged 
job seekers to dress 

well and to stop by her office in Ryerson 
Hall 209 if they needed any help prior to 
the fair. She may be reached at tawilson@
nwosu.edu.

For more information about ca-
reer services or to schedule an ap-
pointment visit www.nwosu.edu/
student-services/office-of-career-ser-
vices. 

Education Fair held in October

https://youtu.be/8fJ8GPKGKXs ¬
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/594365911601360 
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Aurora Learning Community 
Association (ALCA), in partner-
ship with Northwestern Oklaho-
ma State University, has received 
the 2021 Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education Regents 
Business Partnership Excellence 
Award. 

This award is designed to high-
light successful partnerships and 
to further cultivate a higher learn-

ing environment through the State 
Regents’ Economic Development 
Grants.

ALCA provides education port-
folios for bachelor and master-level 
students, and an online portfolio 
platform for faculty. The system also 
provides a platform for employees 
at Northwestern to track institu-
tional assessment plans and annual 
goals. The ALCA team presented 
Northwestern with a customized 
option that meets the needs specific 
to the univer-
sity.

The presi-
dent of ALCA, 
Gary Sacket, is 
also a North-
western alum-
nus.

“ T h e 
ALCA team 
has developed 
a robust sys-
tem that has 
been great 

Gary Sacket, president and founder of 
ALCA, receiving the plaque for OSHRE 
RBPEA award.

Northwestern, ALCA receive Regents’ award
for our student and faculty port-
folios,” Dr. Shawn Holliday, as-
sociate dean of graduate studies, 
said. “Their customer service is 
impeccable, and I can call Gary 
anytime.”

ALCA started partnering 
with K-12 entities and created 
a way for schools to track data. 
In 2015, ALCA partnered with 
NWOSU to open doors for other 
institutions to see the options 
within the system.

https://bit.ly/3oG1ORM
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Northwestern officials an-
nounced a decrease in the overall 
student population in fall 2021 but 
are seeing significant increases in 
graduate and concurrent numbers. 

This national trend of a decreas-
ing undergraduate student popula-
tion is the largest within higher edu-
cation in 10 years, according to the 
National Student Clearinghouse Re-
search Center. Northwestern report-
ed a decrease of 2.5 percent in stu-
dent headcount, with a total of 1,789. 
Graduate student numbers saw an 
increase of 14 percent, and concur-
rent student headcount increased by 
20.6 percent.  

“We remain confident regard-
ing enrollment,” Dr. Janet Cunning-
ham, university president, said. “Even 
though we are experiencing a de-
crease, we have made recruitment and 
retention a priority throughout cam-
pus, which means faculty and staff are 
more involved than ever before.” 

Cunningham called for an en-
rollment management task force to 
be assembled in the fall of 2020. The 
task force focuses on strategically 
creating new ideas to enrich recruit-
ment efforts. This group is comprised 
of faculty and staff members who help 

bring different perspectives of the stu-
dents’ experience to help with recruit-
ment and retention efforts.   

“Through this task force, we all 
share one common goal,” Calleb 
Mosburg, dean of student affairs and 
enrollment management, said. “We 
want students to experience North-
western and to know that we will 
support them through this journey.” 

Northwestern’s Woodward and 
Enid campuses 
also provide op-
portunities for 
those in regions 
outside of Alva. 
Woodward ex-
perienced a 14.6 
percent decrease 
with a total num-
ber of 140 stu-
dents. Enid saw 
an increase of 
3 percent and 
serves 168 stu-
dents on its cam-
pus.  

Northwest-
ern provides 
c o u r s e w o r k 
in Alva, Enid, 
Woodward and 

the University Center in Ponca 
City, as well as many online options. 
Through these offerings, students 
can begin their degree or complete a 
degree that has already been started.  

“Northwestern is an incredible 
place to earn your education,” Cun-
ningham said. “We want you to have 
the best experiences as a Ranger and 
receive many opportunities while 
here.” 

Overall student population down but graduate, concurrent up
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https://www.facebook.com/NWTV7/videos/2986018538383448
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/397238758574075 
https://phystec.org/report-card
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Sophia Farmer, the October 
artist-in-residence in the North-
western visual arts program, pre-
sented an artist talk and workshop 
Wednesday, Oct. 20.

Farmer discussed their work and 
influences at 6 p.m. with a workshop 

following at 7 p.m. titled “Pots & 
Gossip: Hand-Building Techniques 
for Functional Ceramics,” where 
students engaged in hand-building 
clay techniques and practiced build-
ing pinch pots, slab mugs or coil 
pots. All materials were provided. 

The work-
shop spots were 
limited to 15 
participants with 
priority given to 
visual arts stu-
dents.

Farmer is a 
ceramist, water-
color illustrator, 
poet and baker 
from San Diego, 
California. They 
graduated from 
Reed College in 
Portland, Or-
egon, receiving 
their Bachelor of 
Arts in studio art 
with a focus in 
ceramics.

“I enjoy 
hand-building, 

wheel-throwing, and I love making 
functional ceramics because of the 
connections it brings me with peo-
ple,” Farmer said. “I like working in 
an array of mediums, such as per-
formance, but especially with food 
and baked goods. Most of my work 
aims to connect people to their 
senses through colors, textures and 
everyday objects.”

They said their work often in-
volves highly sensory experiences 
such as eating, performing and 
being in the ocean, as hopeful at-
tempts at re-grounding dissociative 
episodes centered in eroticism and 
queerness.

Farmer developed a body of 
work in Jesse Dunn Annex 323 
and presented an exhibition of 
the work they created during their 
time at Northwestern on Friday, 
Nov. 5,  during the First Friday Art 
Walk in downtown Alva.

For more information on the 
Northwestern Artist-in-Residence 
Program, visit nwosuair.com, con-
tact Kyle Larson, associate professor 
of art, at krlarson@nwosu.edu or 
(580) 327-8108.

Farmer presents talk, workshop in art department

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=RCoYazbA1Ic
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Hundreds gathered around 
the downtown square on Saturday, 
Oct. 9, for Northwestern’s annual 
Homecoming parade, then headed 
to Ranger Field to watch the massed 
bands perform, learn who the Rang-
er Royalty and homecoming but-
ton winners would be, and watch 
a Ranger football game, all to cel-
ebrate Northwestern’s homecoming. 
The theme was “Game On: Ranger 
2021 Edition.” People came from all 
over to be in Alva for this event. 

Leading the parade on Saturday 
was parade marshal Linda Tutwil-
er, former student and retired staff 
member of Northwestern (1986-
2009).

After the conclusion of the pa-
rade, the winners of the floats and 
bands were announced.

First place for on-campus floats 
was the Student Government Asso-
ciation. 

In the off-campus, non-profit 
float category first place went to the 
Cherokee Strip Museum, and sec-

ond place went to the Alva High 
School Reunion 89-93.

For the off-campus, commercial 
business float category, first place 
went to Alva State Bank & Trust 
Company and second place to Com-
munity Bank.

The President’s Award for the 
best overall float went to the Chero-
kee Strip Museum. The Northwest-
ern Alumni Association Ranger 
Spirit Award for the float depicting 
exceptional Ranger spirit went to 
Alva State Bank & Trust Company. 

Eight bands participated in the 
parade. Bands that placed include 
the following:

Middle School – Outstand-
ing Drum Line, Pioneer-Pleasant 
Vale Junior High; first place in the 
marching competition, Pioneer-
Pleasant Vale; second, Chisholm; 
third, Blackwell.

High School – Outstanding 
Drum Line, Chisholm; Outstanding 
Color Guard, Pioneer-Pleasant Vale.

Class 2A High School March-
ing Competi-
tion – first place, 
Pioneer-Pleasant 
Vale; second, La-
verne.

Class 3A 
High School 
Marching Com-
petition – first 
place, Chisholm; 
second, Black-
well.

Four bands 
in addition to the 
Nor t hwe s te r n 
band participat-
ed in the massed 
band perfor-
mance, bringing 

the size of the performance to about 
300 students.

Northwestern played host to 
several other activities including the 
alumni band and the crowning of 
the Ranger King and Queen.

This year’s Ranger Royalty in-
cluded Ranger King Stephen Mc-
Cluskey, a graduate student studying 
in the adult education management 
and administration program from 
Motherwell, Scotland, United King-
dom, who was sponsored by the 
Ranger football team. He is the son 
of Eddie and Margret McCluskey.

Ranger Queen is Erika Hernan-
dez, a senior elementary education 
major from Laverne, who was spon-
sored by the Spanish Club. She is 
the daughter of Rebeca and Enrique 
Hernandez. 

Sagelyn Budy of Waynoka was 
crowned Freshman Queen during 
the Ranger Royalty Finalist banquet. 
The undeclared major is the daugh-
ter of Chad and Danielle Budy.

There was no winner of the 
Northwestern homecoming button 
drawing for the $500 Alva Chamber 
Bucks after several numbers were 
drawn during the game. The $500 
Alva Chamber Bucks will be add-
ed to the amount to be won at the 
drawing next year, making the 2022 
homecoming button drawing worth 
$1,000 in Alva Chamber Bucks. 

Northwestern’s on-campus ac-
tivities had a great turnout of deco-
rations that showed Ranger spirit. 

Best in Show for the on-campus 
Spirit Sheets Competition was the 
NWOSU Art Society, with the SGA 
receiving the Creativity award and 
the Ranger Spirit award going to the 
Medical Sciences Club. 

Stephen McCluskey and Erika Hernandez were crowned Ranger 
King and Queen during Northwestern’s Homecoming halftime 
event. Ranger Royalty court included (front left to right) crown 
bearer Zane Zimmerman and flower girl Sequin Graves; (back 
left to right) Queen finalists Jerika Coon and Savannah Francis, 
Freshman Queen Sagelyn Budy, Ranger King Stephen McCluskey, 
Ranger Queen Erika Hernandez, King finalists Reginald Hinson 
Jr. and Anderson Ramirez.

Homecoming was an all-around success

Continued to page 48
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Continued from page 47

Homecoming was....
The winner of the residence hall 

decoration contest was South Hall. 
Fryer Hall placed second, and Coro-
nado Hall placed third. 

The winning window/door dis-
play went to head cross country 
coach Jill Lancaster. The Dean of 
Faculty ofice placed second with the 
Housing office in third. 

The winning office/department 
display went to the Business office, 
Athletics received second, and the 
J.W. Martin Library received third. 

Northwestern’s Homecoming 
Committee had a drawing incen-
tive for button salespersons where 
two winners could take home $50 
in Chamber Bucks. The winner of 
the drawing for button salespersons 
for on-campus sales was Valarie 
Case, university relations specialist 
for Northwestern, and the winner 
for off-campus sales was Melody 
Theademan.  

“On behalf of the Northwestern 
Homecoming Committee, thank 

you to everyone who sold and pur-
chased Northwestern homecoming 
buttons and thank you merchants 
for sharing your generosity and en-
thusiasm with the incentives,” Karen 
Koehn, Homecoming button chair, 
said. “Thanks to everyone’s generos-
ity, we were able to move into a new 
era of decorating Alva by purchas-
ing new banners with more to come. 
Our committee strives to build 
homecoming every year and with 
the button sales, we’re able to en-
hance our Homecoming activities. 
You all continue to inspire me and 
restate my favorite saying, ‘Lucky 
me…I live in Alva, OK!’”  

Homecoming is a community 
effort, and the Homecoming Com-
mittee is grateful to everyone who 
made the week and official Home-
coming day a success. 

“It was won-
derful to see 
friends and alum-
ni of Northwest-

ern in Alva for all the Homecom-
ing festivities,” said Dr. David Pecha, 
Homecoming chairman and vice 
president for administration. “Thanks 
to everyone who worked behind the 
scenes to make this year’s event suc-
cessful. The committee has already 
started work for Homecoming 2022!”

Be watching for a contest to 
open during the spring semester to 
enter ideas for next year’s home-
coming theme and parade marshal. 
Until then, people may enter the 
competition at www.nwosu.edu/
homecoming. The Homecoming 
committee will consider all entries 
and make an announcement of the 
new theme and parade marshal dur-
ing the spring semester.

Photos from the Homecom-
ing events can be found at https://
nwosuhomecoming.shutterfly.com/. 

http://www.nwosu.edu/homecoming
http://www.nwosu.edu/homecoming
https://nwosuhomecoming.shutterfly.com/
https://nwosuhomecoming.shutterfly.com/
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Northwestern is proud to an-
nounce it has been awarded an 
over $2 million Title III grant 
from the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation through its Strengthen-
ing Institutions Program. 

The U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation Title III – SIP grant is 
designed to help higher educa-
tion institutions expand their 
capacity to serve at-risk stu-
dents by providing funds to 
improve and strengthen the 
institution’s academic quality, 
institutional management and 
fiscal stability.

Northwestern will use these 
funds to enhance the programs, 
people and facilities needed to 
provide comprehensive career 
preparation for students from 
their first day on campus through 
graduation.

“We are proud to receive this 
grant and excited to use these 
resources for our students,” Dr. 
Janet Cunningham, university 
president, said. “This program 
will help empower first-time 

full-time students with tools 
they need to succeed in college 
and direct them toward a career 
path. As enrollment and reten-
tion continue to be topics of con-
versation in the education indus-
try, receiving this grant will help 
Northwestern in both of those 
areas.”

More specifically, North-
western’s Title III Leadership, 
Academic Success, and Superior 
Outcomes (LASSO): Enhancing 
Student Success, Engagement, 
and Purpose-Driven Education 
grant will provide first-time-
full-time and at-risk students 
with the resources and knowl-
edge to increase retention and, 
ultimately, graduation rates. 

Program participants will 
receive personalized student 
coaching and advising, attend a 
new and improved First-Year Ex-
perience course, and receive en-
hanced career counseling. Career 
counseling will assist students to 
identify an ed-
ucational pur-

pose and its connection to future 
career paths, and help them de-
clare a major earlier in their aca-
demic career. These two factors 
are known to improve academic 
success. LASSO will also provide 
professional development to fac-
ulty and staff to improve student 
retention rates and overall stu-
dent success.

Tandy Keenan, director of 
sponsored programs, acted as a 
key figure in the development of 
the grant proposal. 

“I am so pleased to have played 
a vital role in acquiring the Title 
III SIP LASSO Project funding,” 
Keenan said. “The program will 
enhance student resources and 
knowledge, including student 
coaching and enhanced career 
exploration, essential for student 
success. The stair-step process 
focuses on retention, early career 
choice/major declaration, and 
graduation while preparing stu-
dents for a worthwhile career.”

$2 million federal grant awarded to boost student success

https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwest-oklahoma-to-observe-kindness-day-november-12?fbclid=IwAR1ZO7FOYd_sOl4Tk7878WghXDOA7ygGQEsyypUcDyPLu39fxDbe5Nnijik
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Seniors awarded Guthrie Scottish Rite scholarships
Four Northwestern Oklahoma State University 

seniors were awarded the 2021 Guthrie Scottish Rite 
Scholarship given by the Guthrie Scottish Rite Chari-
table and Educational Foundation.

Those awarded in the fall are Josey Belair of Enid, 
early childhood education; Jenna Brooks of Taloga, 
history education; Davin DeVilbiss of Fairview, early 
childhood education; and Mikayla Edris of Cienega, 
Arizona, early childhood education. 

Each semester the scholarships are awarded to 
teacher candidates who are completing their profes-
sional semester.

Dr. James Bell, associate vice president for academ-
ics and dean of faculty, and Dr. Martie Young, professor 
of education, presented the students their scholarships.

The Guthrie Scottish Rite Charitable and Educa-
tional Foundation works primarily with children with 
language and/or reading disorders. Recipients are cho-
sen by the Teacher Education faculty members who 

Dr. James Bell (far left) and Dr. Martie Young (far right) awarded 
four students with the Guthrie Scottish Rite Scholarship. The 
recipients are (left to right) Mikayla Edris, Jenna Brooks, Josey 
Belair and Davin DeVilbiss, all senior education students at 
Northwestern.

have reviewed all applications and voted for the candi-
date they felt was the best choice.

For more information on the Guthrie Scottish Rite 
scholarship or the Division of Education contact Dr. 
Christee Jenlink, professor of education and associate 
dean of the School of Education, at (580) 327-8450 or 
email cljenlink@nwosu.edu. 
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1093627714764222
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/listen-to-the-music/?fbclid=IwAR0foNmRmfRyHUYTAXyXaRj75jK-fRMMQdTxxvO5E_JCVoqwXSsmjvFcKZo 
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Kephart, Smith selected as Campus Kudos winners
Jacqueline Kephart, pay-

roll clerk with human resourc-
es, has been selected by the 
Staff Council as the recipient 
of the 2021 spring semester 
Campus Kudos Award. Shawn 
Smith, HVAC technician with 
the maintenance department, 
has been selected by the Staff 
Council as the recipient of the 
2021 summer semester Cam-
pus Kudos Award.

Lisa Vermillion, admin-
istrative assistant to the vice 
president for administration 
and Staff Council chair-elect, 
presented Kephart and Smith 
with their Campus Kudos 
awards.

The person nominating 
Kephart for this award said, 
“When we switched over to ap-
proving student worker time in 
self-service, the time for one 
of our department’s student 
workers got messed up repeat-
edly. It was a mess. But, Jackie 
was so patient and kind with us 

in helping us get it sorted. 
“I was just coming back 

from COVID, and I was over-
whelmed, and she was a god-
send. Furthermore, she is al-
ways pleasant to work with and 
really cares about the students 
with whom she works.” 

Kephart has served in her 
Northwestern position for over 
three years. 

“It was a surprise to find 
out I was nominated,” Kephart 
said. “I feel humbled and hon-
ored to receive this award!” 

Campus Kudos is a public 
acknowledgement created by 
the Northwestern Staff Coun-
cil that applauds the efforts 
of eligible staff members who 
have displayed an act of kind-
ness above their job responsi-
bilities. This award is present-
ed each semester, including the 
summer term.

The person nominating 
Smith for this award said, 
“Shawn works SO hard to make 

sure that others on campus are 
cool during the hot days and 
warm during the cool days. 
He spends many hours in the 
heat on a rooftop, or near an 
AC unit where it’s extra hot, so 
that others are more comfort-
able. 

“During this  summer,  he 
has  been kept  so  busy with 
repairs  that  I ’ve  seen him 
st i l l  here  long af ter  most  of 
the  regular  employees  are 
gone.  I  hope an award l ike 
this  wi l l  be  able  to  show how 
appreciated he  t ru ly  is  on our 
campus.”

Smith previously received 
the 2016 fall semester Campus 
Kudos Award as well. 

 “It is a great honor to re-
ceive this award,” Smith said. 
“I would like to thank my fel-
low employees, staff and stu-
dents for their perseverance 
through this pandemic. It is a 
privilege to work at Northwest-
ern. Thank you!”

Lisa Vermillion (left) presents Jacqueline Kephart with a spring 
Campus Kudos Award.

Lisa Vermillion (left) presents Shawn Smith with a summer 
Campus Kudos Awards.
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Northwestern recognized as a top school in healthcare ed
Northwestern has been 

named one of 2021’s best schools 
for partially online programs 
and courses in healthcare edu-
cation by EduMed.org.  

EduMed.org created a Most 
Affordable Online DNP Pro-
grams list from its evaluations 
of programs either partially or 
fully online. Northwestern’s 
program is a hybrid program, 
meaning it is a blend of online 
classes, on-campus learning and 
clinical practicums. 

Northwestern is No. 4 on 
this list and is the top-ranked 
Oklahoma school in this listing. 
To view this ranking visit www.
e du m e d . org / on l i n e - s c h o o l s /
nurse-pract it ioner-programs/
doctorate-dnp/most-affordable

“We are very proud of our 
program,” Dr. Bo Hannaford, 
executive vice president, said. 

“What makes it so good is our 
faculty and their attention to 
our students. It is a rigorous 
process with high standards, but 
our students are ready and pre-
pared when they finish.”

Northwestern’s recogni-
tion comes at 
a time when 
s t u d e n t s 
across the 
country are 
taking more of 
their courses 
either fully or partially online. 
According to data from the Edu-
cation Department’s National 
Center for Education Statistics, 
enrollment in online courses in-
creased by 93 percent between 
fall 2019 and fall 2020. Nearly 
two-thirds of college students 
took at least one online course 
in 2020.

“ N o r t h -
western’s grad-
uate nursing 
faculty strives 
to provide stu-
dents with ac-
cessible, high 
quality didac-
tic and clinical 
learning expe-
riences,” Dr. 
Shelly Wells, 
chair of the 
Charles Mor-
ton Share Trust 
Division of 
Nursing, said. 
“Students rec-
ognize that the 
rigor is neces-
sary to be suc-
cessful as an 

advanced practice nursing lead-
er in today’s health care arena.”

EduMed.org researched and 
analyzed more than 7,700 ac-
credited schools using data from 
the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS) 
and the schools themselves. The 
website’s data science team then 
applied a proprietary algorithm 
to rank all qualifying schools 
for each healthcare discipline. 
Primary data points include 
number of online programs in 
subject area, online program tu-
ition and fees, access to academ-
ic counseling, access to career 
placement services, number of 
online students, andpercentage 
of students with institutional 
aid.

To be eligible, a school must 
hold active regional accredita-
tion and have at least one par-
tially online program in the 
ranking subject. Just 8 percent 
of U.S. postsecondary institu-
tions earned a ranking position.

“We set out to find schools 
that are making online educa-
tion a priority,” said Wes Rick-
etts, founder of EduMed.org. 
“Each school in our rankings has 
a winning combination of flex-
ibility, affordability, academic 
rigor and student support. This 
is a tall task in a field that leans 
on face-to-face interaction and 
hands-on training.”

For more information on 
Northwestern’s nursing degree 
programs visit www.nwosu.edu/
school-of-professional-studies/
nursing or contact Wells at (580) 
327-8489 or scwells@nwosu.
edu. 

http://www.edumed.org/online-schools/nurse-practitioner-programs/doctorate-dnp/most-affordable
http://www.edumed.org/online-schools/nurse-practitioner-programs/doctorate-dnp/most-affordable
http://www.edumed.org/online-schools/nurse-practitioner-programs/doctorate-dnp/most-affordable
http://www.edumed.org/online-schools/nurse-practitioner-programs/doctorate-dnp/most-affordable
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Dr. James Bell talks with his Intro to Film class about what to 
look for during the movie to be played at the Rialto.
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Three awarded Child Welfare Enhancement Program stipends
Northwestern’s Department of 

Social Work announced North-
western-Alva senior Rachel Beaver 
of Longdale, Northwestern-Wood-
ward junior Amy Ireland of Seiling 
and Northwestern-Enid senior Per-
la Fonseca Torres of Enid as the sti-
pend recipients of the Child Welfare 
Professional Enhancement Program 

(CWPEP) stipends for the 2021-
2022 academic year.

CWPEP provides funds for 
students who plan careers in child 
welfare services in Oklahoma. The 
stipends, awarded to full-time stu-
dents majoring in social work, pro-
vide money to meet educational 
expenses. Students who receive 
the stipends complete educational 
internships in child welfare agen-
cies within the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Human Services (OKDHS). 
Upon graduation, students are as-
sured employment in the participat-
ing DHS programs.

“I chose to pursue a career in so-
cial work to be able to make a differ-
ence in people’s lives,” Ireland said. 
“I am honored to receive the CW-
PEP award and use my education to 
positively impact others.”

CWPEP is a Title IV-E part-
nership between the University of 
Oklahoma, the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Human Services, the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human 
Services Administration for Chil-
dren and Families Council, and 
Social Work Education (CSWE) in 
accredited social work programs in 
Oklahoma. 

“I am honored to have been ac-
cepted into the CWPEP,” Torres said. 
“This program has secured me em-

ployment in a child welfare position 
with the Oklahoma Department of 
Human Services and with an oppor-
tunity to serve children and families 
in this state.”

The University of Oklahoma 
manages the child welfare con-
sortium. Other 
partners along 
with Northwest-
ern include East 
Central Univer-
sity and Oral 
Roberts Univer-
sity.

“Being ac-
cepted into CW-
PEP is a dream 
for me,” Beaver 
said. “In the be-
ginning, it is hard 
to imagine all the 
incredible op-
portunities avail-
able to you in the 
social work pro-

gram, but they are life-changing. I’m 
excited for my professional social 
work future and the opportunity to 
serve Oklahoma children and fami-
lies.”

Funding for the educational 
program is provided by Title IV-E 
of the Social Security Act, called the 
Child Welfare Training program.

“The social work program is 
proud to administer the CWPEP 
program and play an essential role 
in securing and retaining quality 
social workers in the public child 
welfare system,” Dr. Kylene Rehder, 
department of social work chair, 
CWPEP coordinator, and profes-
sor of social work, said. “CWPEP 
at Northwestern has graduated 19 
students, resulting in more than 
$150,000 being awarded in educa-
tional assistance.”

The CWPEP program at North-
western is administered by Rehder. 
For more information on North-
western’s department of social work, 
contact Rehder at (580) 327-8135 or 
kdrehder@nwosu.edu.

Rachel Beaver Perla Fonseca Torres Amy Ireland
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Career, internship fair held for job seekers
Employers seeking employees 

had an opportunity to go right 
to the source by attending the 
fall 2021 Career, Internship and 
Grad Fair at Northwestern-Alva 
on Monday, Nov. 8, in the Stu-
dent Center Ranger Room.

Northwestern students, as 
well as any job seekers, were wel-
come to attend the fair prepared 
to provide copies of resumes and 
cover letters.

Organizations attending were 
Academic Partnerships; Ama-
rillo Police Department; Aruza 
Marketing; BancCentral; Buckle; 
Dragon Spirits Marketing and 
Promotion; ENJ Financial LLC; 
Green Plains Cattle Company 
LLC; INTEGRIS; KanEquip., 
Inc.; Marian University Acceler-
ated Nursing Programs; North-
western’s Graduate Studies; 
Oklahoma Department of Envi-

ronmental Equality; Oklahoma 
Department of Human Services; 
Oklahoma Department of Wild-
life Conservation; Seaboard 
Foods; Shimmick Construction 
Co., Inc.; Sigma; Skyland Grain 
LLC; Smithfield; Southwest Med-
ical Center; SPI Technology Ex-
perts; Stillwater Public Schools; 
The Peoples Bank; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Ser-
vice; University 
of Oklahoma – 
College of Law; 
U S D A / F S A 
Woods County; 
Value Added 
Products; and 
Youth and Fam-
ily Services of 
North Central 
Oklahoma. 

Taylor Wil-
son, director of 

counseling and career services, 
also encouraged job seekers to 
dress well and to stop by her of-
fice in Ryerson Hall 209 if they 
needed any help prior to the fair. 
She also may be reached at tawil-
son@nwosu.edu.

For more information visit 
www.nwosu.edu/student-servic-
es/office-of-career-services. 
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Ranger Preview held  in November
Northwestern’s annual Ranger 

Preview event for high school se-
niors was held Saturday, Nov. 13, in 
Percefull Fieldhouse on the North-
western-Alva campus.

Any high school senior who at-
tends Ranger Preview, is admitted to 
Northwestern as a full-time student 
at the Alva campus, and lives in Alva 
during the academic school year re-
ceives a $600 scholarship.

“Ranger Preview is an excellent 
opportunity for seniors and their 
families to visit campus for a fun 
and informative event that show-
cases the various opportunities 
awaiting students at Northwestern,” 
Matt Adair, assistant dean of stu-
dent affairs and recruitment, said. 
“We have tremendous involvement 
in this event from faculty, students 
and staff in welcoming our potential 
freshmen to campus. I would like to 
extend a special ‘thank you’ to Com-
munity Bank for their support and 
generosity in making Ranger Pre-
view possible.” 

The schedule of events for the 
day included registration begin-
ning at 9 a.m., with a welcome at 11 
a.m. During the morning, students 
toured the campus, met with faculty 
members from each academic area, 
and had the opportunity to meet 
with members of many student or-
ganizations on campus. The event 
ended with a free lunch in the Coro-
nado Cafeteria.

“I can’t wait for our Ranger Pre-
view event this year,” Calleb Mos-
burg, dean of student affairs and en-
rollment management, said. He was 
excited to return to an in-person 
event. “The opportunity for students 
to meet with faculty and with other 
students is what makes this event so 

special. Students and their families 
get the full picture of campus and 
the people who will be guiding them 
in their higher education journey. “

Those attending received free tick-
ets to the Northwestern versus South-
western Oklahoma State University 
football game and a free t-shirt.  

Students were able to complete 
the application for admission as well 
as submit their scholarship applica-
tion form.

To find out more information 
about Ranger Preview, call the Office 
of Recruitment at (580) 327-8546 or 
email them at recruit@nwosu.edu.

The Ranger cheer team and Ranger band perform for the 2021 Ranger Preview crowd 
in Percefull Fieldhouse on Nov. 13.

https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/changing-the-mindset/?fbclid=IwAR3CDEM_BZUmqjWkcrQLUPbz1wWCIg6lSJMTykK86amyiV-oZ6WlbgS2jhY 
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Students encouraged to participate in Ranger Research Day
Northwestern ’s virtual Ranger 

Research Day was held Friday, Nov. 
19, via Zoom. 

Graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents created poster presentations 
or oral presentations of academic 
research conducted in one of their 
classes. 

Poster presentations for Ranger 
Research Day began at 8:30 a.m. via 
Zoom, followed by academic paper 
presentations starting at 1:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.

First, second and third place win-
ners were available to be awarded for 
each discipline category.

For the category of Arts and Mu-
sic, the disciplines were Art and De-
sign; Theatre and Dance; and Music.

For the category of Business, the 
disciplines were Accounting; General 
Business Administration; Business 
Communication; Economics; Fi-
nance; Information (MIS) Operations 
Management; and Management.

For the category of Education, the 
disciplines were Curriculum; Ger-
ontology; Human Environmental 
Sciences; Kinesiology, Health Stud-
ies and Special Services; Professional 
Teacher Education; and Psychology.

For the category of Liberal Arts, 
the disciplines were Communica-
tion; English; Foreign and Modern 
Languages; History; Geography; Hu-
manities; Philosophy; Political Sci-
ence; Sociology and Substance Abuse 
Studies; Social Work; and American 
Studies.

For the category of Math and 
Science, the disciplines were Biol-
ogy; Chemistry; Computer Science; 
Forensic Science; Mathematics and 
Statistics; Nursing; Physics and Engi-
neering; and Agriculture.

Winners for the 2021 Ranger Re-
search Day are:

First Place English: Angel Mar-
shall, “An Incurable Disease in Chrys-
tos’s Poem ‘Today Was a Bad Day Like 
TB’” (Dr. Kathryn Lane, Sponsor)

First Place Nursing: Adria Lujan, 
Carys Delaplane, & Makenna Mont-
gomery, “Reducing the Diagnosis of 
Postpartum Depression in Adolescent 
Mothers” (Dr. Leslie Collins, Sponsor)

Second Place Nursing: Ashlie 
Wilhite & Caitlin Johnson, “Infec-
tion Control Awareness & Decreasing 
HAIs in Healthcare Settings” (Dr. Jen-
nifer Mahieu, Sponsor)

Third Place Nursing: Kailei Settle, 
Cassandra Mead, & Mitzi Pember-
ton, “Alternative Birthing Positions 
vs. Traditional Lithotomy” (Dr. Leslie 
Collins & Prof. Keera Byrd, Sponsors)

First Place Physics & Engineering: 
Sharon Boeckman. “Piano Staircase” 
(Dr. Steven Maier, Sponsor)

Second Place Physics & Engi-
neering: William Cody Cosper, “Op-
eration: RRR2-D2” (Dr. Steven Maier, 
Sponsor)

A list of abstracts may be found 

on the Ranger Research day website.
“Ranger Research Day provides 

the campus community with an op-
portunity to encourage research and 
to share research findings with oth-
ers,” Dr. Shawn Holliday, associate 
dean of graduate studies, professor of 
English and director of the Master of 
Arts in American Studies Program, 
said. “Ranger Research Day really il-
lustrates how dynamic Northwestern’s 
academic departments are.”

These participants can present at 
virtual Oklahoma Research Day in 
2022, which Cameron University will 
play host to in March.

If students or community mem-
bers would like to view this year’s re-
search posters and presentations, they 
can contact Holliday via email, and he 
will send them the appropriate Zoom 
link.

For more information on Ranger 
Research Day or to see past winners, 
visit www.nwosu.edu/ranger-research-
day or contact Holliday at (580) 327-
8589 or spholliday@nwosu.edu.

Left, there 
was a great 
turnout for 
Trunk or Treat, 
sponsored by 
Fryer Hall.

Austin Rankin was 
kept very busy with his 

Pumpkin Bowling, Fryer 
Hall’s Trunk or Treat 

event on Oct. 30.

https://www.nwosu.edu/uploads//ranger-research-day/abstracts/abstracts-2021fall.pdf
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Woodward students visit for ‘Teach Oklahoma’ experience
Northwestern-Alva played host to 

15 Woodward High School students 
for the high school’s “Teach Oklaho-
ma” course in the fall. 

Teach Oklahoma was designed 
to mentor high school students about 
teaching and provide fundamental 
knowledge about the teaching profes-
sion in Oklahoma. The course is sup-
ported through the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education. 

Northwestern teacher candidates 
who assisted included Buffalo senior 
Noble Buckhaults, Elgin senior Lashon 
Chew, Laverne junior Erika Hernandez, 
Alva senior Juan Licea, Beaver senior 
Hannah Mosburg, Hutchinson, Kansas, 
sophomore Matt Voth and Alva senior 
Susannah Welty.

WHS attendees included students 
Sandy Ayil, Colton Devine, Lupe Her-
nandez, Jynel Herrera, Perla Lizardo, 
Roberto Nava, Hannah Paul, Kalei 
Peterson, Hayleigh Phillips, Maya Pit-
tman, Juliani Ponce, Jessica Smith, 
Meadow Taylor, Fernando Villalba,  
and Kenzie Winsett, and sponsor 
JoLynn Love. 

While visiting Northwestern the 
students participated in teacher prepa-
ration classes, and general education 
classes providing them with practical 
experiences in a college curriculum. 

The high school students also 
toured the campus and had lunch in 
the Coronado Café. They were wel-
comed by Dr. Bo Hannaford, execu-
tive vice president, and Dr. James Bell, 
associate vice president for academics 
and dean of faculty. Specific informa-
tion about Northwestern was present-
ed by Calleb Mosburg, dean of student 
affairs and enrollment management.  

Dr. Christee Jenlink, professor 
of education, chair of the Division of 
Education and associate dean of the 
School of Education, understands and 

believes in the importance of students 
actively learning and getting hands-on 
experience, especially in the teaching 
field.  

“The importance of the Teach 
Oklahoma program cannot be over-
stated,” Jenlink said. “It plays a key 
role in what we are doing in our state 
to address the 
teacher shortage. 
The collabora-
tion between the 
WHS program 
and NWOSU has 
been ongoing for 
five years, and we 
are seeing positive 
results because of 
it. These young 
people are not 
simply learning 
about the teaching 
profession. They 
are learning to be 
servant leaders in 
their schools and 
their communi-
ties, an attribute 
that goes beyond 
the walls of a class-
room. Northwest-
ern is honored to 
work with these 
young people.”  

Northwest-
ern’s teacher edu-
cation program, 
which is housed 
in the Division of 
Education, is ac-
credited by the 
Council for the 
Accreditation of 
Educator Prepara-
tion (CAEP) and 
approved by the 
Commission for 

Educational Quality and Accountabil-
ity (CEOA).

For more information about 
Northwestern’s teaching programs 
,contact Jenlink at (580) 327-8450 or 
cljenlink@nwosu.edu or visit their web 
page at www.nwosu.edu/school-of-ed-
ucation/education. 

Students from Woodward High School visiting Northwestern 
recently to learn more about the teacher education program 
include left to right (front row) Northwestern education students 
Hannah Mosburg, Susannah Welty, WHS students Perla Lizardo, 
Juliani Ponce, Sandy Ayil, Maya Pittman, sponsor JoLynn Love, 
(middle row) Northwestern students Erika Hernandez, Lashon 
Chew, WHS students Fernando Villalba, Jynel Herrera, Jessica 
Smith, Hannah Paul, Meadow Taylor, Lupe Hernandez, Kalei 
Peterson, Kenzie Winsett, (back row) Northwestern student Matt 
Voth, WHS students Roberto Nava, Hayleigh Phillips, Colton 
Devine, Northwestern students Noble Buckhaults and Juan Licea.
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Seabolt crowned Miss Northwestern 2022
Carli Seabolt of Alva was 

named Miss Northwestern Okla-
homa State University 2022 dur-
ing the an-
nual Miss 
Northwestern 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
on Sunday, 
Oct. 31. Ella 
Dierlam was 
crowned Miss 
Northwestern’s 
O u t s t a n d i n g 
Teen 2022.

S e a b o l t , 
a sophomore 
business ma-
jor, performed 
the vocal 
solo “Happy 
Days are Here 
Again,” and 
her platform is 
“Up in Smoke.”

D i e r l a m 
conducted a 
science pre-
sentation for the competition, 
and her platform is “Neutrons and 
Nail Polish: Encouraging Girls in 
STEM.” 

Seabolt will receive a $1,500 
tuition scholarship and a cash 
scholarship as Miss Northwest-
ern. When Dierlam attends col-
lege at Northwestern, she will re-
ceive a $1,500 tuition scholarship 
as well.

Asa Thomas of Alva, named 
Miss Northwestern’s Star 2022, 
will accompany Seabolt to the 
Miss Oklahoma Scholarship 
Competition in Tulsa in June. 
Thomas is the daughter of Der-
rick and Chesnei Thomas of 
Alva.  

Miss Northwestern’s first run-
ner-up is Taylor Winn, freshman 
biology major from Mooreland. 

She will re-
ceive a $1,250 
tuition schol-
arship and a 
cash scholar-
ship.

S e c o n d 
runner-up is 
Sydney Look-
ingbill, soph-
omore early 
c h i l d h o o d 
e d u c a t i o n 
major from 
Shattuck. She 
will receive a 
$1,000 tuition 
s c h o l a r s h i p 
and a cash 
scholarship.

M i s s 
N o r t h w e s t -
ern People’s 
Choice is 

Cora Beth Taylor, freshman biol-
ogy major from Kingfisher.

Winner of 
the teen catego-
ry for People’s 
Choice Award 
is Kresta Badley 
of Gate.

Candidates 
for the Miss 
N o r t h w e s t -
ern title were 
judged on tal-
ent, red carpet 
(evening gown), 
private inter-
view, and social 
impact and on-
stage interview. 

Carli Seabolt (back row, left) was named Miss 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
2022 during the annual Miss Northwestern 
competition on Sunday, Oct. 31. Asa Thomas 
was named Miss Northwestern’s Star 2022 
(front row). Ella Dierlam (right) was crowned 
Miss Northwestern’s Outstanding Teen 2022.

Candidates in the Miss North-
western’s Outstanding Teen com-
petition were judged on talent, 
private interview, lifestyle and fit-
ness, and on-stage question. 

Brianna Berryman, senior bi-
ology-health science major from 
Guthrie; Laura Blair, junior psy-
chology major from Waynoka; 
Mattie Pitts, freshman elemen-
tary education major from Way-
noka; Morgan Villarreal, senior 
early childhood education major 
from Burns Flat; and Rebecca 
Wagner, sophomore biology ma-
jor from Pawnee, also competed 
in the Miss Northwestern com-
petition.

Jaxy Cloud of Seiling also 
competed in the teen contest.

Other candidates for the Miss 
Northwestern Star program in-
cluded Reagan Cummings of 
Alva, Audrey Manning of Buffalo, 
Kymbree McBride of Okeene, Re-
ese Mosburg of Alva, Ava Olive 
of Alva, Paisley Reed of Wayno-
ka, Grayson Smart of Seiling and 
Kacey Woods of Alva. 
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/sixth-annual-compassion-in-action-dignity-drive-underway
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School supplies collected by 3 campus groups
The Northwestern Oklahoma 

State University chapter of the So-
cial Workers Association of Tomor-
row (SWAT) organization partnered 
with the Psychology Club and Enid 
Leadership Council to gather dona-
tions of school supplies at all North-
western locations through Nov. 19.

The Social Work department 
was approached by Northwestern 
social work alumna Diana Nolan 
to partner with Stillwater Public 
Schools in her role as the district so-
cial worker.

The School Supply Drive ben-
efitted the community of Stillwater, 
which will be hosting several fami-

lies from Afghanistan. In prepara-
tion for the arrival of these families, 
200 backpacks with school supplies 
are being assembled. 

“SWAT, Psychology Club and 
Enid Leadership Council are all 
working hard to collect as many do-
nations as possible to assist a com-
munity and public school system in 
need,” Codi Harding, SWAT spon-
sor, said.

Donations needed include basic 
school supplies along with back-
packs, dice, whiteboard with expo 
marker/erasers, word-to-word dic-
tionaries, water bottles (the reus-
able kind), binders, handheld pencil 
sharpeners and simple calculators. 

“One of our 
duties as psy-
chology majors 
and as members 
of the Psychol-
ogy Club is to 
serve our com-

munities in any way that we can,” 
Chambrea Cook, Drummond se-
nior psychology club president, 
said. “It is a pleasure to help serve 
a neighboring community in need.” 

Donated items could be dropped 
off at the Northwestern-Enid Com-
mons Area and front entryway; the 
Northwestern-Alva Academic Suc-
cess Center and Jesse Dunn south 
entrance; and the Northwestern-
Woodward Commons Area. 

“This school supply drive is 
an opportunity to display the true 
Oklahoma and Northwestern spirit 
of caring,” Julie Mayer, Enid senior 
SWAT vice president, said.

For more information concern-
ing SWAT, contact Harding in Enid 
at (580) 213-3148 or clharding@
nwosu.edu. For more information 
on Northwestern’s social work de-
gree program visit https://www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sci-
ences/social-work.
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https://library.nwosu.edu/blog.php?t=85985&fbclid=IwAR0JZFELmNs8mhO7m7p3gEFVS_K-wroJaeqJ67WUjqIn4eQ9aQfRQf97-VQ 
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/training-the-mind-and-body/?fbclid=IwAR1DqsmR6zWjFW32BDaqLGh-_dndel2WD6rCZIv3xxHFUsJdXU-j2WNVSu4
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/university-construction-projects-underway/?fbclid=IwAR1y2oICpwJ3MuucDC9Qy9iAsrijS50ZyLZ9bzMna_mJTVdrDEZaJTujoLo 
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/i-did-not-think-that-i-would-get-into-education/?fbclid=IwAR1y2oICpwJ3MuucDC9Qy9iAsrijS50ZyLZ9bzMna_mJTVdrDEZaJTujoLo 
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https://youtu.be/APpxQm7sH5k
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/students-attend-farm-bureau-convention/?fbclid=IwAR3wERIjVXRf1sjgPlO6p5CTqCfJJT72ptn9EjxcKekQouGnWiiuYuNvjgE 
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Gretch’ and the Grudge presented for kids
Northwestern students were on 

the stage in Herod Hall Auditorium 
for a public performance of the an-
nual children’s theatre production 
of “Gretch and the Grudge” on Nov. 
20.    

The show was also performed 
for students from 11 elementary 
schools, including Alva-Lincoln, 
Alva-Longfellow, Alva-Wash-
ington, Cherokee, Deer Creek-
Lamont, Freedom, Medford, 
Mooreland, Okeene, South Barber 
and Waynoka on Nov. 18-19.

The original production of 
“Gretchen and the Grudge” is 
about a little girl, Gretchen, who 
gets angry enough at her sister and 
friends, she starts holding a literal 
“Grudge” against them. In this pro-
duction, the Grudge is a person 
who clings on to Gretchen, along 
with his other friends – the Mood-
keeters, Peevish and Hothead; and 

the Doldrum family. As the Grudge 
and his friends drag Gretchen 
down further and further, her fam-
ily and friends try to find help for 
Gretchen, only for her to realize 
she needs to take the responsibility 
of getting rid of the Grudge and his 
friends herself.

“The show ‘Gretchen and the 
Grudge’ is about emotions, inner 
conflict, and how we can manage 
juggling all of them,” said Mickey 
Jordan, director of technical theatre 
and Herod Hall facilities manager.

“With the author’s permission, 
we were able to change the title 
of our show to “Gretch and the 
Grudge” to better fit our produc-
tion,” said Jordan.

Kimberly Weast, professor of 
theatre and chair of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts, is the director.

Cast members for this produc-
tion include the following:

Angie Aguilera, senior vocal 
music performance major from 
Woodward; Aliyah Bidwell, soph-
omore mass communication ma-
jor from Geary; Adele Callaway, 
sophomore nursing major from 
Shattuck; Chris Chauncey, senior 
mathematics major from Cordell; 
Sydney Endsley, senior speech and 
theatre major from Ringwood; 
Destiny Engelken, sophomore bi-
ology education major from Alva; 
Lilith Ferrero, sophomore speech 
and theatre major from Cordell; 
Jameson Hale, freshman vocal mu-
sic performance major from Elk 
City; Temberlenn Hall, sophomore 
speech and theatre major from Aus-
tin, Texas; Draven Hidalgo, sopho-
more vocal music education ma-
jor from Hooker; Maegan Holson, 
freshman psychology major from 
Waynoka; Kevin Jaquez, freshman 
vocal music education major from 
Enid; Delaney Lambert, sopho-
more English education major 
from Alva; Jack Mahoney, fresh-
man vocal music education major 
from Enid; Tiana Noyes, freshman 
speech and theatre major from 
Alva; Sadrie Overall, junior biology 
major from Inola, Kansas; Addison 
Schwerdtfeger, sophomore biology 
major from Alva; Bethany Towns, 
freshman vocal music education 
major from Alva; Lisa Turner, 
freshman speech and theatre major 
from Alva; Leyah Valentine, fresh-
man biology major from Vici; and 
Feliciti Wall, freshman undeclared 
major from Duncan.

For more information on the-
atre performances and courses at 
Northwestern, contact Weast at 
(580) 327-8462 or kkweast@nwosu.
edu or see more info at www.nwosu.
edu/fine-arts. Cast of Gretch and the Grudge
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https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/breaking-barriers/?fbclid=IwAR28Hg2Zp-SmVBwlU7czj9xF14RpXiXiIEMFK9LcBxtjiC67dtpXmkLNrho 
http://nwtv7.rangerpulse.com/2021/11/12/rangers-look-to-close-out-season-with-victory/?fbclid=IwAR3K90zlBYP7feBpuK4e_PHekGvD4M4bhz4ViAhBPigV4jj3aaiNDu2zw4M 
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Northwestern places 2nd in competition
On Saturday, Nov. 13, the North-

western computer science program 
played host to a Rocket League tour-
nament involving teams from six uni-
versities in Oklahoma. Competition 
took place in Northwestern’s new es-
ports gaming room.

University teams that participated 
in the tournament were Northwest-
ern, Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, Rogers State University, 
Northeastern State University, Okla-
homa City University, and the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma. 

After five sets of round robin play, 
Rogers State University came out as the 
winner with Northwestern taking sec-
ond place. Southwestern took third place. 

Northwestern won its match 
against Southwestern that took place 
that day. 

Rocket League tournament play took place in Shockley Hall in the new gaming room on 
Saturday, Nov. 13. Northwestern’s esports team placed second in the completition.

Gaming room work nearing completion
Work continues on the new esports gaming room in 

Shockley Hall. The room is in the process of being trans-
formed from a regular classroom into a gaming competition 
site. The latest addition is bleacher-style seating.

“We went with bleachers along one wall because we 
wanted the room to feel like an arena, said Evan Vaverka, in-
structor of computer science and esports coach. “As different 
schools set up different areas for them to compete in esports, 
these areas vary school to school. We wanted a smaller more 
enclosed space, and our room design lets us have that while 
the bleachers also let us feel more like a stadium.

“We are hoping to have the remaining work completed 
by spring break and have an opening ceremony sometime 
in April.”

This room will primarily be used for Northwestern’s es-
ports teams to practice and compete in against other col-
leges in tournaments. 

“The benefit of esports is that we don’t have to be in per-
son to play against another university, we can do it online,” 
Vaverka said. “At the moment the structure of esports is not 
quite like a full athletics conference but more than random 
games happening for fun. Over time, esports will become 
more regular and conference-like as schools learn what 

New bleacher-type seating has been installed in the esports gaming 
room. The bleachers are shown in foreground looking toward the 
gaming area.

works best.”
Vaverka said the plan is to have one  major event 

each semester in the room with multiple smaller events 
per semester.

Beginning in the fall 2022 semester, there will be a 
scholarship available to earn by playing for esports teams. 
More specific information will be released later.

Any student interesting in play should contact Vaverka.
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Staats receives national VIP Citation
Jack Staats, instructor of agricul-

ture, was honored with a VIP Citation 
during the National FFA Convention 
& Expo, held in Indianapolis recently.

The VIP Citation recognizes in-
dividuals’ significant contributions to 
FFA and agricultural education.

“I am very humbled and very ap-
preciative of this award,” Staats said. “I 
am fortunate to be married to a great 
lady, blessed with a great family, and 
surrounded by great people that have 
actually encouraged and supported me 
to do more than what I am capable of 
alone. I am so appreciative of the op-
portunities that agricultural education 
has given to me, and I hope in some 
small way that I have helped others in 
finding their opportunities in the agri-

culture profession.”
Staats taught agricultural educa-

tion at Freedom High school from 
1973-1976, Buffalo High School from 
1976-1977 and Alva High School from 
1977-2007. He went on to serve as the 
program manager and Oklahoma FFA 
adviser for Oklahoma’s Department 
of Career and Technology Education 
from 2008 until the spring of 2020. He 
began teaching at Northwestern in the 
fall of 2020.

Ten other recipients receiving this 
distinction are Scott Bormann of Stil-
well, Kansas; Leon Busdieker of Hawk 
Point, Missouri; Dr. Robert Flores of 
San Luis Obispo, California; Lyle Orwig 
of Chaska, Minnesota; Terry Riekman 
of Salem, South Dakota; Ronnie Sim-

mons of Gaines-
ville, Florida; Dr. 
Michael Spiess of 
Montague, Cali-
fornia; and David 
Wyrick of Bryon, 
Michigan. Ad-
ditionally, Robert 

Hays of Indianapolis, Indiana, and Jef-
frey Hicken of Waupan, Wisconsin, are 
being awarded the VIP posthumously.

“It is exciting to see Jack receive this 
award in recognition of his hard work, 
dedication, and passion for agricul-
tural education,” Dr. Dean Scarbrough, 
professor of agriculture and agriculture 
department chair, said. “Without such 
strong and outstanding commitment 
from people like Jack and others being 
honored this year, the FFA organiza-
tion would not be able to help build 
such strong character in its members, 
who in turn become strong leaders in 
their families, communities and busi-
nesses.”

The VIP Citation honors the dedi-
cated individuals who contribute to 
the FFA mission of student success 
through their hard work and coopera-
tion. The National FFA Organization 
is a school-based national youth lead-
ership development organization of 
more than 735,000 student members 
as part of 8,817 local FFA chapters in 
all 50 states and Puerto Rico. 

National FFA 2020-21 Secretary, Anna Mathis of Arkansas, 
congratulates Jack Staats, Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
instructor of agriculture, on his recent VIP Citation award.

https://youtu.be/iejpS_PpPJk
https://youtu.be/iejpS_PpPJk
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https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/nwosu-nursing-secretary-known-for-generosity-kindness/?fbclid=IwAR3-Pub1PrUqisqSQd59zJFsAvhUxRnIfveVhUhV_mu1PLals57pMggtU5U 
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/native-american-club-aims-to-educate-others/?fbclid=IwAR0ILj80O-sDXdPxIEDE1In3hm3rIqXaKSghKUjQNUabRBVL7j2rMKelWZU 
https://www.tiktok.com/@madisonmasch/video/7026056678395350319?_d=secCgwIARCbDRjEFSACKAESPgo8mr%2FgOBkI09phouRnSgfhazcw0rnXB6kvzPkqVRWZ4WnN7nK71Xie%2BPbjQXvnlAnCx97%2FYBFDjNqefv%2FJGgA%3D&checksum=be4752392930672554acb816593e015fec1b5f3bf160f4c06ef2934fe4537266&language=en&preview_pb=0&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAA0WWRm766nytrP6-iEl7ldDSmES0EgcxDNhqz9bMJucg9Qv8YruAF6jGuNyj75BdH&share_app_id=1233&share_item_id=7026056678395350319&share_link_id=685ECB5A-C7FA-4466-BF54-5E5739A30653&source=h5_m&timestamp=1637088981&tt_from=copy&u_code=d68d2dm0a65imf&user_id=6692126169795691525&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=ios&utm_source=copy&_r=1
https://www.tiktok.com/@madisonmasch/video/7026043465003765039?_d=secCgwIARCbDRjEFSACKAESPgo8U1%2Ftt8pOiJiXBAiZHT8PVJQRiVaKKNmvUzNvi4JeMtv7CucM8JLII3yDN4Ej%2Bp8AxvF1%2FsXrcbdFaaLeGgA%3D&checksum=9b037386ddcc0f34a5364cebd7f1adebbefd036e405b0ade9010fa5e10fcf5fc&language=en&preview_pb=0&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAA0WWRm766nytrP6-iEl7ldDSmES0EgcxDNhqz9bMJucg9Qv8YruAF6jGuNyj75BdH&share_app_id=1233&share_item_id=7026043465003765039&share_link_id=EA9FF4CB-F0F7-45F0-943A-A5DFBFEA30EA&source=h5_m&timestamp=1637088954&tt_from=copy&u_code=d68d2dm0a65imf&user_id=6692126169795691525&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=ios&utm_source=copy&_r=1 
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https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwestern-artist-in-residence-to-have-workshop-dec-3http://
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Campus, community take part in Kindness Day
The United Way of Northwest 

Oklahoma in Enid welcomed North-
western personnel and others in 
northwest Oklahoma to join them 
this year in shining a bigger light on 
kindness, something 
the Enid organization 
has been doing since 
2015. And, although 
Kindness Day in 
Northwest Oklahoma 
was observed on Nov. 
12, the international observance of 
World Kindness Day, which has been 
in existence since 1998, was Nov. 13.

Multiple groups from North-
western performing various proj-
ects and random acts of kindness 
included Campus Cabinet food 
pantry, Forge, English program, Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, Med-
ical Sciences Club, NWOSU Art 
Society, Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee, Student Government 
Association and Woodward Leader-
ship Council.

Two specific drives were un-
derway by Northwestern groups as 
Kindness Day projects:

Delta Zeta Sorority is accepted 
coats for its project.

Enid Leadership Council’s proj-
ect was an art supply drive for the 
Fowler Early Childhood Center. 

Others planning projects or ac-
tivities included the Alva Chamber of 
Commerce, Alva Elementary School 
Booster Club, Alva High School Key 
Club/Dr. Halah Simon, Alva State 
Bank, Girl Scouts in Waynoka, Kay-
la’s Kindness Project in Alva, North-
west Technology Center and Wash-
ington Elementary in Alva.

Graceful Arts Center also of-
fered a free come-and-go rock paint-
ing activity for kids after school on 
Nov. 12. Graceful Arts staff hid the 

painted rocks in the Alva commu-
nity for them to be found.

Any club, school class, group, 
business, etc., who opted to be in-
volved in this project locally was add-

ed to the list of those planning 
acts of 
k i n d -
n e s s 
shared 
w i t h 
t h e 

United Way 
of Northwest 
Oklahoma, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Valarie 
Case, univer-
sity relations 
specialist at 
Northwest-
ern.

“We wel-
comed all 
those tak-
ing part with 
projects to 
post photos 
on their so-
cial media accounts through-
out the day using the hashtag 

#BeKindNWOK,” Valarie Case said. 
“If you are on the receiving end of 
an act of kindness, we also welcome 
you to post about it using the same 
hashtag. This is going to be a fantas-
tic day in northwest Oklahoma.”

Ice cream 
from Holder Drug 

provided by Alva State Bank

NW Enid delivers collected art supplies to 
Fowler Elementary School
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Above, Chalking by NWOSU Art 
Society. 

Left, Siena Kephart helps Angelia 
Case label items given away by 
Campus Cabinet.

Above, students write messages 
to military members as a part of  
Operation Gratitude.

Members of SAAC work on 
motivational signs that were placed 

all around campus.

Members of FCA 
and Forge delivering donuts 

and  thankful messages to  
first responders and health 

care workers

Medical 
Sciences club 

assembling 
first aid kits 

and soap 
sacks.

NWOSU Art Society writing inspirational 
notes to be placed around campus.

https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/ranger-students-clubs-celebrate-kindness-day/?fbclid=IwAR1Sbsjy_nYAwpF4OB0nwBaJwkOCWSZD839UPJSnyjAL7wi8_0BZXtH0Zmc 
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Northwestern hosts 25th anniversary recognition
Northwestern’s Enid campus 

recognized its 25th anniversary 
with a ceremony on Thursday, Nov. 
18, in conjunction with its employee 
recognition ceremony and endowed 
chair plaque unveiling.

Northwestern welcomed the 
community to participate in the cer-
emony at 2929 E. Randolph in Enid. 

Construction for the building be-
gan in late 1993 and was designed to 
house classes from three universities 
through interactive television and in-
person teaching. In 1996, Northwest-
ern acquired the building, and North-
western’s Enid campus was established. 
Today, the Enid campus provides ju-
nior- and senior-level courses for bach-
elor’s degree programs, master’s degree 
programs and a doctoral program in 
nursing practice. Northwestern boasts 
a partnership program with North-
ern Oklahoma College (NOC) in the 
Bridge program, which allows students 
from NOC to transition seamlessly to 
Northwestern to finish their degree. 

“We were excited to celebrate 
with our community members, along 
with our faculty and staff,” Dr. Wayne 
McMillin, dean of the Enid campus, 

said. “Being able to provide Enid with 
an educational facility to finish de-
grees and give our students a place to 
get involved is something great.” 

This ceremony recognized the 
efforts of faculty and staff of the 
Northwestern-Enid campus, as well 
as celebrated the efforts of the com-

munity that supports Northwestern. 
For questions about the cer-

emony, contact Kelsey Martin, di-
rector of marketing and university 
relations, at (580) 327-8478 or ka-
martin@nwosu.edu. More informa-
tion about the Enid campus can be 
found at www.nwosu.edu/enid.

Endowed Chairs at the Enid campus were recognized at the event.  
Pictured are Janet Hart Cordell, Kay and Peter Dillingham 
representing Dan L. Dillingham, James Douglas Frantz, Bert H. 
Mackie,  Romy Owens, representing John K. Martin, and Enid 
Mayor George Pankonin who presented a proclamation to Dr. 
Janet Cunningham, university president, declaring Nov. 18 as 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University Day. 

https://t.co/LpUJ7pPsgU
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/440338294134692 
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https://youtu.be/eSNxZURzYYg 
https://www¬.facebook.com/NWTV7/videos/429871995212410 
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTheatre/photos/pcb.4543511129061393/4543511015728071/ 
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/461812128707980 
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Employees honored for years of service
Northwestern’s employees 

were honored during the annual 
Employee Service Recognition 
Ceremonies Nov. 17-18. Ceremo-
nies took place in Alva and Enid 
to honor employees who work at 
Alva, Enid and Wood-
ward campus locations. 
The Northwestern-Enid 
campus also celebrated 
25 years of providing 
higher education op-
portunities in Enid. 

Dr. Dean Scar-
brough, agriculture 
department chair and 
professor of agriculture, 
was awarded the John 
Barton Distinguished 
Teaching and Service 
Award during the an-
nual ceremony. Nomi-
nations for the award are 
made by faculty, staff and students, 
then the recipient is determined by 
a selection committee. To be select-
ed, the recipient must be 
a full-time faculty mem-
ber at Northwestern and 
exemplify distinguished 
teaching and adminis-
trative leadership.

Kevin Fields, health 
and safety officer, was 
named the Thelma 
Crouch Staff Employee 
of the Year Award re-
cipient. This award was 
established to recog-
nize exceptional perfor-
mance and/or service by 
a member of the Northwestern staff. 
The recipient of this award shows 
dedication to Northwestern and its 
students. The Student Government 
Association accepts nominations 

for this award and then determines 
the recipient.

 Employees who were hon-
ored for their years of service are 
listed by name and job title:

• Five-year service recogni-
tion: Dr. Amanda 
Clepper, assistant 
professor of nurs-
ing; Tasha Dies-
selhorst, head 
women’s basketball 
coach and instruc-
tor of health and 
sports science; Jor-
dan Franz, men’s 
basketball associ-
ate head coach; 
Dr. Roxie James, 
assistant professor 
of English; Tandy 
Keenan, direc-
tor of sponsored 

programs; Clayton Morris, mainte-
nance; Dalton Moser, database ana-
lyst/programmer; Taylor Randolph, 

instructor of psy-
chology at the Enid 
campus; Dr. Patri-
cia Thompson, as-
sociate professor 
of nursing; Brenda 
Vazquez, academic 
records coordina-
tor; and Zachary 
Zook, library office 
and technology as-
sistant.

• 10-year ser-
vice recognition: 
LesLee Bradt; 

maintenance; Alica Hall, coordina-
tor of printing services; Dr. Bo Han-
naford, executive vice president; 
Jeremy Judd, database and research 
manager with the Foundation and 

Alumni Association; Dr. Kathryn 
Lane, chair of the English, Foreign 
Language and Humanities depart-
ment and professor of English; Matt 
McGuire, maintenance; Tara Miller, 
database analyst; Dana Roark, in-
structor of business; and Dr. Wei 
Zhou, professor of business.

• 15-year service recognition: 
Mark Bagley, instructor of computer 
science; Markangela Kinnett, health 
and safety assistant and mainte-
nance secretary; and Dr. Aaron Ma-
son, professor of political science.

• 20-year service recognition: 
Leeta Grimsley, Information Tech-
nology assistant director and sys-
tems specialist.

• 25-year service recognition: 
Doug Chaffin, director of plant op-
erations; and Craig Ricke, Informa-
tion Technology director.

• 30-year service recognition: 
Dr. David Pecha, vice president for 
administration; and Debbie Skin-
ner, administrative assistant to the 
executive vice president.

Kaylyn Hansen, who also serves 
as service learning coordinator, 
presented service learning awards 
on behalf of the SL/CE committee. 
Those being honored include:

• Greatest Student Involve-
ment Award: Dr. Steven Palmer, 
professor of business -- given to an 
employee who had the greatest stu-
dent involvement in a project. Stu-
dents performed social responsibili-
ty audits of for-profit businesses and 
volunteered eight hours of service to 
non-profit organizations or govern-
ment entities.  

• Greatest Community Im-
pact Award: Dr. Martie Young, pro-
fessor of education -- given to the 

Dr. Dean Scarbrough (right), 
agriculture department chair 
and professor of agriculture, 
was presented the John Barton 
Distinguished Teaching and 
Service Award by its namesake.

Kevin Fields, health and safety 
officer, was awarded the Thelma 
Crouch Staff Employee of the 
Year Award by its namesake.

Continued to page 78
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faculty or staff whose project im-
pacted their community through 
beautification, culture, sustainabil-
ity or other areas that put a com-
munity’s need first. Students hosted 
all classes from the Fowler Early 
Childhood Center for an afternoon 
of entertainment and learning. The 
teachers and staff got a much-de-
served break for the afternoon.

• Distinguished Service 
Award: Kirk Rogers, instructor 
of criminal justice -- given to an 
employee whose commitment to 
service sets a high standard in Ser-
vice Learning while promoting the 
meaning of Service Learning and 
Civic Engagement. Students in the 
criminal justice internship course 
conducted 48 hours of job shadow-
ing with law enforcement officers 
from the Woods County Sheriff ’s 
Office in Alva and the Northwest-
ern Police Department. 

• Most Inventive Project: Dr. 
Mariann Braten-Hall, assistant 
professor of education-- given to 
a faculty or staff member who had 

a unique, creative project. North-
western faculty and candidates 
worked with community schools 
to organize a Story Walk for young 
learners. The story walk this year 
was inside the Northwestern-Enid 
commons. Each candidate read and 
acted out one page of “From Head 
to Toe” by Eric Carle.  

• Applaud Award: North-
western Foundation and Alumni 
Association -- given to a club/or-
ganization that shows the great-
est overall effort, participation 
and hard work. The Thank-A-
Thon is an event where students 
write thank you cards and make 
phone calls to donors, thank-
ing them for their generosity to 
Northwestern.  

• Most Expressive Award: Ol-
ivia Yandel, J.R. Holder Wellness 
Center director, along with students 
in her Ranger Connection class -- 
given to a club/organization that 
had a unique project/event. Students 
held penny wars for one month 
around campus, then had a fund-

raiser where students on campus 
could pay $1 to egg a student in the 
class on the head. With the money 
raised, they went to Walmart to pick 
out presents for children. The class 
delivered them to Northwest Family 
Services and Toys for Tots.

• perSERVEring Ranger 
Award: Dr. Steven Mackie, pro-
fessor of education, along with 
the student organization Con-
serving Our Ranger Environment 
(C.O.R.E) -- given to an organiza-
tion for its extraordinary service 
and serving in multiple commu-

Northwestern’s five-year service award 
recipients are (from left to right, back 
row) Tasha Diesselhorst, Tandy Keenan, 
Clayton Morris (front row) Dr. Amanda 
Clepper, Dr. Roxie James, Dalton Moser 
and Brenda Vazquez. Not pictured are 
Jordan Franz, Taylor Randolph, Dr. 
Patricia Thompson and Zachary Zook.

Northwestern’s 10-year service 
award recipients are (from left to 
right, back row) Dana Roark, Dr. Bo 
Hannaford, (front row) Dr. Kathryn 
Lane, Alica Hall, Jeremy Judd and 
Matt McGuire. Not pictured are 
LesLee Bradt, Tara Miller and Dr. 
Wei Zhou.

Northwestern’s 15-year service award 
recipients are (from left to right) 
Mark Bagley, Dr. Aaron Mason and 
Markangela Kinnett.

Leeta Grimsley, Northwestern’s 
Information Technology assistant director 
and systems specialist, receives her 
20-year service award from university 
president, Dr. Janet Cunningham.

Continued to page 79

Continued from page 77
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nity service projects throughout 
the year. The CORE organization 
volunteered for numerous com-
munity service projects includ-
ing Recycling Enid, and Campus 
Beautification Day.  

Dr. Roger Brown, associate 
professor of business, presented 
Diversity Initiative recognitions to 
Dr. Courtney Ballina, assistant pro-
fessor and director of the doctor of 
nursing practice program; Angelia 
Case, academic projects assistant/
media specialist; Lindsey Cherry, 
instructor of English and English 
education program coordinator; 
Dr. Leslie Collins, associate profes-
sor of nursing and assistant chair 
of the Charles Morton Share Trust 

Northwestern’s 25-year service award 
recipients are (from left to right) Doug 
Chaffin and Craig Ricke.

Northwestern’s 30-year service award 
recipients are (from left to right) Debbie 
Skinner and Dr. David Pecha.

nal justice and sociology; Shane 
Hansen, health and sports science 
department chair and instructor 
of health and sports science; Dr. 
Josh Hawkins, assistant profes-
sor of education; Mickey Jordan, 

director of technical theatre and 
Herod Hall facilities manager; 
Shannon Leaper, library services 
director and assistant professor of 
library and information science; 
Dr. Karsten Longhurst, director of 
choral studies and assistant pro-
fessor of music; Dr. Steven Maier, 
natural science department chair 
and professor of physics; Allissa 
Miller, instructor of psychology; 
Dr. Kylene Rehder, social work 
department chair and professor 
of social work; Dr. Mary Riegel, 
associate professor of mathemat-
ics; Collins, James, Roark and 

Continued from page 78
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division of nursing; Douglas Da-
vidson, research and instructional 
services librarian and assistant pro-
fessor of library science; Jaunita 
Dotson, director of Upward Bound; 
Dr. Jason Ferrell, assistant profes-
sor and chair 
of the psychol-
ogy department; 
Shawna Gilbert, 
access services 
librarian and as-
sistant professor 
of library sci-
ence; Kyle Lar-
son, associate 
professor of art; 
Jeff McAlpin, 
instructor of so-
ciology/crimi-
nal justice and 
BJCC adminis-
trative director; 
Megan Patel, as-
sistant director 
of athletics for 
compliance and 
student services; 
Dr. Joseph Paul, 
associate professor of business; Dr. 
Eric Schmaltz, professor of history 
and chair of the department of so-
cial sciences;  Dr. John Stockmyer, 
professor of business; Dr. Robert 
Vest, assistant professor of Spanish; 
and James.

Dr. James Bell, associate vice 
president for academics and 
dean of faculty, presented Reten-
tion and Enrollment Champion 
awards to Dr. Luis Antunes, as-
sistant professor of mass com-
munication; Tamara Brown, com-
munication department chair 
and assistant professor of speech; 
Sarah Fry, instructor of crimi-

At the Enid campus ceremony, employees were recognized for their 
service before also celebrating the 25th anniversary of having a 
campus location in Enid.

Continued to page 80
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Scarbrough. 
Keenan presented highlights of happenings from her 

office for the past year including the fact that nearly $1.5 
million in grants were funded this past year, down from 
the $2.9 million in grants awarded the previous year.

Several employees also were recognized during the 
ceremony for their service to the Faculty Senate, Staff 
Council and Professional Staff Council.  

At the Enid campus ceremony, employees were recog-
nized for their service before also celebrating the 25th an-

Continued from page 79
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niversary of having a campus location in Enid. Several spe-
cial guests were in attendance including two past deans of 
the campus, Dr. Cheryl Evans and Dr. Stephen Hilterbran.

Endowed Chairs at the Enid campus also were recog-
nized including R.S. Brud Baker, Janet Hart Cordell, Dan 
L. Dillingham, James Douglas Frantz, Harold G. Hamm, 
Edwin Long, Bert H. Mackie, John K. Martin, Citizens of 
Enid-Psychology and Citizens of Enid-Social Work. Ten 
bronze plaques have been hung on the wall of a first-floor 
hallway to honor those who provided endowment funds 
for Enid’s faculty chairs.

Enid Mayor George Pankonin also presented a proc-
lamation to Dr. Janet Cunningham, university president, 
declaring Nov. 18 as Northwestern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Day.

Images from the ceremonies may be found online 
at https://nwosuphotos202122.shutterfly.com.

Dr. Wayne McMillin (left), Enid campus dean, met with 
several special guests who were in attendance at the Enid 25th 
anniversary celebration including two past deans of the campus, 
(center) Dr. Cheryl Evans and Dr. Stephen Hilterbran.

https://nwosuphotos202122.shutterfly.com
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Rivera delivers commencement address
EMulate Therapeutics, Inc., 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
and chairman Chris Rivera, a 
1983 graduate of Northwestern, 
delivered the commencement 
address at his alma mater during 
the University’s fall commence-
ment ceremony on Sunday, Dec. 
5, at 3:30 p.m. in Percefull Field-
house.

A native of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, he graduated from 
Northwestern with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion, and later earned a master’s 
degree at the University of Okla-
homa Health Sciences Center. He 
also studied marketing and man-
agement at the Albers Graduate 
School of Business and Econom-
ics at Seattle University. While at 
Northwestern, Rivera played on 
the men’s basketball team. 

“During my time at North-
western I was able to make the 
transition from focusing on ath-
letics to focusing on my edu-
cation,” Rivera said. “My head 
coach Dan Hays taught me a lot 
about leadership.”  

In addition to playing bas-
ketball for the Rangers (1979-
1983), he played intramurals and 
enjoyed the community, campus 
size and people.

“My experience at North-
western was a pivotal time in my 
life,” Rivera said. “When I en-
rolled, my intent was to become 
a Certified Public Accountant. 
I was not unlike many college 
freshmen and was unsure of 
what to major in after my first 
semester. My adviser, Mr. John 
Barton [a professor of speech 
and dean at Northwestern at the 
time] was the person who en-

couraged me to take his audiol-
ogy class. He knew that I liked 
math and science, and it was the 
anatomy and physiology that I 
fell in love with.  

“I ended up getting my mas-
ter’s degree in audiology from 

OU, which was a critical factor in 
my career in the life science and 
biotechnology industry. Mr. Bar-
ton and this decision was prob-
ably the biggest influence in my 
career and a direct result in what 
I have accomplished profession-
ally.” 

Rivera has spent more than 
30 years in numerous leadership 
roles in the biotechnology indus-
try, including chairman, CEO 
and president of EMulate Thera-
peutics, Inc. Rivera is also the 
chairman, president and found-
er of Hapbee Technologies, Inc. 
(TSXV:HAPB), a publicly traded 
consumer wearable technology 
company. 

Prior to EMulate, Rivera was 
the founder and CEO of Hyper-
ion Therapeutics, which was 
acquired by Horizon Pharma 
in 2015; senior vice president 
(SVP) at Tercica, where he led 
the cross-licensing transaction 

between Tercica and Ipsen, and 
SVP at Genzyme Therapeutics, 
where he helped build and ran 
Genzyme’s US renal Commercial 
Operations, and helped launch 
Genzyme’s renal division glob-
ally. Prior to Genzyme, he helped 
build Cephalon and Centocor’s 
commercial infrastructures. 

From 2009 – 2015, Rivera 
was the President and CEO of 
Life Science Washington (for-
merly Washington Biotechnol-
ogy & Biomedical Association 
- WBBA), where he was respon-
sible for building the biotech-
nology industry in Washington 
state. While at WBBA, he over-
saw one of Washington’s largest 
and fastest-growing economic 
industries, including mentoring 
more than 400 life science start-
up companies, and co-founding 
WINGS – Washington’s Medical 
Technology angel network. 

He has also been recognized 
as a state and national leader 
through his appointments as 
co-chair for the (WA state) gov-
ernor’s life science and global 
health advisory committee, (WA 
state) Governor’s Higher Educa-
tion Task Force, the Washington 
Global Health Funding Com-
mission, and chairman for the 
National Council of State Biosci-
ence Associations.

Rivera resides in the Seattle, 
Washington, area and has been 
married for 32 years. He has two 
children, who also live in the Se-
attle area.  

A link from the livestream for 
the commencement exercises can 
be found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=PqrEEZiibaw.

Chris E. Rivera

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqrEEZiibaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqrEEZiibaw
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Fall commencement held Dec. 5
Fall commencement at Northwest-

ern was held at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 
5, in Percefull Fieldhouse.

EMulate Therapeutics, Inc. Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) and chairman 
Chris Rivera, a 1983 graduate of North-
western Oklahoma State University, de-
livered the commencement address.

Music was provided by the Ranger  
brass quintet under the direction of Dr. 
Michael Black, assistant professor of mu-
sic and director of bands.

A reception honoring the graduates 
followed the ceremony in the Student 
Center Ballroom.

A link from the livestream for 
the commencement exercises can be 
found at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PqrEEZiibaw.

Seventy-six students were candidates 
to receive bachelor’s degrees. Seventeen 
candidates received master degrees–13 
Master of Education degrees and four 
Master of Counseling Psychology de-
grees.

Fifteen students receiving bachelor’s 
degrees graduated with honors. Students 
with cumulative grade point averages be-
tween 3.70 and 3.79 are designated cum 
laude, those with GPAs between 3.80-
3.89 are magna cum laude and those 
above 3.90 are summa cum laude.

Those honor graduates, their degrees 
and their hometowns are as follows:

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
ELGIN – Emily Poindexter, Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Education in health and sports science 
education

MENO – Caleb Decker, Bachelor of Science 
in agriculture

ARIZONA
VAIL – Mikayla Edris, Bachelor of Science 

in Education in early childhood education
KANSAS
BUCKLIN – Rylie Pegelow, Bachelor of Sci-

ence in agriculture
GODDARD – Tarra Parks, Bachelor of 

Business Administration
KINSLEY – Scout Frame, Bachelor of Arts 

in history
MAGNA CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Nicholas Davis, Bachelor of Science 

in computer science
ENID – Josey Belair, Bachelor of Science in 

Education in early childhood education
MARLOW – Wyatt Bergner, Bachelor of 

Science in health and sports science education
TEXAS
THE COLONY – Nicholas Dill, Bachelor of 

Science in mass communication
CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
CLEVELAND – Tristan Harzman, Bach-

elor of Arts in history
ENID – Elizabeth Perez, Bachelor of Science 

in criminal justice with a law enforcement option
FORT COBB – Hannah Nickel, Bachelor 

of Science in Education in elementary education
MADILL – Lesli Dugan, Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Nursing
MISSISSIPPI
PEARL – Peyton McDonald, Bachelor of 

Business Administration in accounting
Master’s graduates, their degrees and their 

hometowns are as follows:
MASTER OF COUNSELING PSYCHOL-

OGY
OKLAHOMA

ALVA – Karolyn Cole
ENID – Lauren Keller
PONCA CITY – Krystal Lawson
CALIFORNIA
LOS ANGELES – Brianna Minjares
MASTER OF EDUCATION
OKLAHOMA
COLLINSVILLE – Hollie Pankake, adult 

education management and administration
EDMOND – Catherine Anderson, curricu-

lum and instruction
ENID – Shannon Warnock, school coun-

seling
PONCA CITY – Laura Caid Glowacki, 

educational leadership; Ann Neilson, educational 
leadership

WOODWARD – Wendy Neel Oates, 
school counseling 

CALIFORNIA
CHOWCHILLA – Sebastian Escalante, 

adult education management and administration 
HEMET – Calvonis Prentice, adult educa-

tion management and administration
MARTINEZ – Josh Evans, adult education 

management and administration 
KANSAS
ALMENA – Kortney Cunningham, adult 

education management and administration
BURDEN – Joshua Koppelmann, adult 

education management and administration
WICHITA – Joseph Frangenberg, adult 

Ranger alumnus Chris Rivera delivers the Fall 2021 Commencement address.

Continued to page 83
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education management and administration 
WRIGHT – Rachel Trombley, school coun-

seling
Bachelor’s graduates, their degrees and their 

hometowns are as follows:
BACHELOR OF ARTS
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Dalton Manning, general studies
BEAVER – Shehab Lotfy, history
CHEROKEE – Joshua Atchley, history
PONCA CITY – Denise Amaya Villalobos, 

general studies
SAPULPA – Jonathan Dunn, general studies 
WOODWARD – Emma-Leigh Pool, gen-

eral studies
CALIFORNIA
OAKLAND – Devond Blair Jr., general 

studies
NEW MEXICO
PORTALES – Emilio Lovato, sociology
TEXAS
WACO – Jesse Furlong, general studies
SLOVAKIA
BRATISLAVA – Matej Drgon, general stud-

ies
BACHELOR OF ARTS EDUCATION
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Maya Stewart, special education
TALOGA – Jenna Brooks, social science
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINIS-

TRATION
OKLAHOMA
BEAVER – Gabe Osborn, accounting
ENID – Matthew Wedel, accounting
NOWATA – Shea Cardwell, accounting
PONCA CITY – Jennifer Staggs
SAND SPRINGS – Allison Sellers
WOODWARD – Rilee Murray, accounting 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Natalie Seevers, biology with a 

health science option; Steffanie Nichols, psychol-
ogy

BARTLESVILLE – Shelbie Roberson, biol-
ogy with a health science option

BEAVER – Hadley Skaggs, health and 
sports science education

BOISE CITY – Tyler Giner, criminal justice 
with a law enforcement option

CORDELL – Christopher Chauncey, math-
ematics

ENID – Jeffrey Brooks, organizational lead-
ership

GUTHRIE – Lindsey Ball, biology with a 
health science option

JET – Cheyenne Gaff, agriculture
NEWKIRK – Tracy Hernandez, psychol-

ogy
OKEENE – Sharon Boeckman, mathemat-

ics
RINGWOOD – David Clemente, health 

and sports science education; Yosbelli Lora, psy-
chology

TULSA – Anthony Cochrane II, agriculture 
WOODWARD – Jocelyn Fraire, biol-

ogy with a health science option; Kelsey Swin-
dle, health and sports science education; Avery 
Raney, psychology

ARIZONA
TUCSON – Reilly Marks, psychology
COLORADO
LOVELAND – Dylan Norsen, health and 

sports science education
FLORIDA
PENSACOLA – George Rutherford, health 

and sports science education
GEORGIA
BUCKHEAD – McKayla Alliston, criminal 

justice with a law enforcement option
IOWA
DES MOINES – Sunday Deng, health and 

sports science education
OGDEN – Jayden Muench, agriculture
KANSAS
EUREKA – Hannah Zimmers, biology 

with a health science option
MEADE – Cade Carr, agriculture
MISSOURI
MARYVILLE – Brody Snow, agriculture

TENNESSEE
MEMPHIS – Frank Nelson, psychology
TEXAS
FORT WORTH – Brian Gonzalez, criminal 

justice with a law enforcement option
GARLAND – Adrelan Brown, health and 

sports science education; Nehemiah Lewis, 
health and sports science education

MARQUEZ – Kaydee Honeycutt, biology 
with a health science option

MESQUITE – Grant French, health and 
sports science education

TEMPLE – Alejandro Aaron, health and 
sports science education

WACO – Brian Holiday, health and sports 
science education

NEPAL
KATHMANDU – Salina Ghimire, com-

puter science
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE EDUCATION
OKLAHOMA
ENID – Ashley Alegria, elementary educa-

tion; Jack Buckles II, elementary education; April 
Burrow, early childhood education

FAIRVIEW – Davin DeVilbiss, early child-
hood education; Baylee Sharp, early childhood 
education 

MORRISON – Matthew Fuller, health and 
sports science education

OKEENE – Cydnee Wray, elementary edu-
cation 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
OKLAHOMA
GEARY – Niki Golden

A reception honoring 2021 fall graduates was held in the Student Center. 

Continued from page 82

Fall commencement...
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Committee established to honor unsung heroes
Sarah Bosworth, Mary DeLisle, 

S.L. Johnson, H. Clay and Edith 
McGrath, D.P. Marum, and George 
Vickers.

These seven names may not be 
known to even the most well-versed 
in Alva’s history, but without these 
individuals from the past, North-
western Oklahoma State University 
likely would never have been estab-
lished in 1897 or continued to pro-
vide the quality education it has for 
nearly 125 years.

University President Dr. 
Janet Cunningham and John 
Barton, associate professor of 
speech emeritus/dean emeri-
tus of Northwestern and long-
time Alva resident, have set 
out to remedy this historical 
oversight with the establish-
ment of the Unsung Heroes 
Committee comprised of uni-
versity employees, students 
and community members.

Barton said the commit-
tee members are tasked with 
finding ways to honor these seven 
individuals and a group of 100 oth-
er unknown Alva-area citizens who 
pledged $1,000 of their own money 
to make sure Northwestern was able 
to construct its first campus building, 
The Castle on the Hill. A contract was 
signed with John Volk, who agreed 
to build the Castle if 100 individuals 
would sign their names to a $100,000 
bond to guarantee payment for the 
building if the territorial legislature 
did not. In March 1898 work began 
on the building so it could be open 
for students in the fall of 1899. After 
its completion, members of the terri-
torial legislature toured the building 
and voted overwhelmingly to pay for 
it. Until this time, classes were being 
taught at the Alva Congregational 

Church with the first classes begin-
ning Sept. 20, 1897, with 58 students 
enrolled. By the end of the first school 
year, enrollment had increased to 
166 quickly making Northwestern 
the second largest higher education 
school in Oklahoma Territory.

“What we’re trying to do is - these 
unsung heroes, we’re going to do some 
singing,” Barton said about the estab-
lishment of this committee and its 
function. “We’re going to take it away 
so it will never be unsung heroes, it 

will just be heroes. That is our goal.”
Five subcommittees have been 

created to discuss possibilities to 
honor these early pioneers.

One of the subcommittees estab-
lished is looking for a way to honor 
those 100 individuals who pledged 
their own money to pay for the Cas-
tle. On that committee are Dr. Roger 
Brown, associate professor of busi-
ness; Thelma Crouch, an alumna of 
Northwestern who served the uni-
versity for many years as its alumni 
director; and Joe Parsons, Alva fresh-
man majoring in business.

Another subcommittee is look-
ing at how to honor Sarah Bosworth 
and Mary DeLisle, who were hired in 
1897 as the school’s first two teachers.

“They established the tradition 

of quality teaching at Northwestern 
that still exists today,” Barton wrote 
in the first of six articles he penned 
about the unsung heroes and pub-
lished in the Alva Review-Courier in 
November and December 2019.

Members of this subcommittee 
include Dr. Christee Jenlink, associate 
dean of education/professor of educa-
tion; Shannon Leaper, library services 
director/assistant professor of library 
and information science; and Ethan 
Sacket, student success coordinator/

transfer student recruiter.
A subcommittee com-

prised of Dr. Kay Decker, pro-
fessor emerita of sociology; 
and Dr. Tim Maharry, profes-
sor of mathematics/chair of 
mathematics and computer 
science department, is dis-
cussing how to honor what 
Barton calls “the original 
Rangers” or “magnificent sev-
en” – a seven-man committee 
responsible for the idea, and 
implementation of the idea, of 

the Northwestern Normal School for 
teacher education in Alva. This com-
mittee was led by Alva’s first post-
master, S.L. Johnson, who spent the 
winters of 1896 and 1897 in Guthrie 
working with both houses of the leg-
islature in trying to gain approval for 
the normal school in Alva. The com-
mittee members helping Johnson 
included H.L. Ross, W. F. Hatfield, 
James Kelley, C.C. Hudson, A.H. An-
drews and Jesse J. Todd.

In article two that Barton wrote 
for the Courier, he names Johnson 
as basically the “Father of North-
western” because of the work he did 
to secure higher education in Alva. 
However, Barton said, “Johnson is 
someone no one has ever heard of – 

The Castle on the Hill

Continued to page 85
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no one knows his name.”
He added in the article, “I believe 

that not recognizing his contribu-
tions is the most grievous oversight 
when it comes to honoring individu-
als of Northwestern’s past. Without 
his work, it is doubtful that North-
western would be in Alva.”

Dr. Dean Scarbrough, professor 
of agriculture/chair of agriculture 
department; Dr. James Bell, associate 
vice president for academics/dean of 
faculty; and Angelia Case, academic 
projects assistant/media specialist, 
are working together to find a way to 
honor two individuals instrumental 
in providing land for the establish-
ment of the campus -- H. Clay and 
Edith McGrath.

Barton wrote in article three of 
his series that Johnson decided to 
advertise to see if anyone would of-
fer to give 40 acres of land for the 
school. An overwhelming number of 
offers were presented, and the com-
mittee decided to go with one made 
by the McGraths that would have 
placed Northwestern directly east 
of the current main campus across 
Highway 281, but a “cloud on the ti-
tle” arose with this offer so the com-
mittee then chose to accept the offer 
from J.T. and Agnes Fryer, which is 
Northwestern’s current location.

Because of the developments, 
the McGraths paid the Fryers for 20 
acres of the land so these two families 
equally shared in providing the 40 
acres for the Northwestern location.

In 1969, two dormitories were 
built with one being named Ament 
Hall after Northwestern’s first presi-
dent (James Ament) and the other 
being named Fryer Hall to honor 
the Fryers for the donation of land to 
establish the campus. Somehow, the 

contribution of the McGrath family 
was overlooked, something Barton is 
hoping to remedy.

A fifth subcommittee, comprised 
of Tamara Brown, assistant professor 
of speech/communication depart-
ment chair; and Skeeter Bird, chief 
executive officer of the Northwestern 
Foundation and Alumni Association, 
is looking into honoring territorial 
legislators George Vickers of Alva and 
D.P. Marum of Woodward for their 
leadership over two legislative terms 
in getting the bill approved and signed 
by the territorial governor to establish 
Northwestern Normal School in Alva.

Barton wrote in his fourth article 
that there was much opposition in 
the territorial legislature to the nor-
mal school being approved in Alva. 
After a lengthy process, Vickers re-
portedly reminded Gov. W.C. Ren-
frow that he was head of the appro-
priations committee and would not 
sign any payroll checks, including 
the governor’s, if the Alva bill was not 
signed. The bill was signed creating 
Northwestern Territorial Normal in 
Alva, Oklahoma Territory, in March 
1897. Marum was instrumental in 
helping Vickers get the bill passed to 
provide higher education in north-
west Oklahoma.

An interesting story is told that 
both Vickers and Marum wanted 
the school for their communities, 
but they knew 
only one location 
could be success-
ful, so it was told 
that a card game 
between Vickers 
and Marum was 
played with the 
understanding 
that the winner 

would take all and the loser would 
help the other get the normal school 
in his community. Barton noted that 
although it is unknown what card 
game was played or the outcome, 
Alva ultimately went for the normal 
school, and Marum worked hard to 
help get the approval.

“There are so many individuals 
from the past who played pivotal roles 
in the history of Northwestern,” Cun-
ningham said. “Mr. Barton is working 
diligently to ensure that these unsung 
heroes are not forgotten.”

Barton gives much credit to the 
insight of Northwestern’s history to 
the work of the late Wayne Lane, 
who served Northwestern for many 
years as faculty and the university’s 
public relations director. Lane wrote 
and published in 1996 “Northwest-
ern Oklahoma State University: A 
Centennial History” for the univer-
sity’s centennial celebration in 1997. 
Many of these “unsung heroes” are 
written about in this book, but Bar-
ton believes it’s time these individuals 
received additional thanks for helping 
in the establishment of Northwestern.

Barton also noted that he wel-
comes further information from 
any family members related to any 
of these individuals responsible for 
helping Northwestern to become 
established. He may be contacted by 
calling (580) 327-0406.

Continued from page 84
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Northwestern’s jazz, holiday tuba concerts held
Northwestern’s instrumental 

music program had a couple of 
events scheduled for early De-
cember. The jazz ensemble per-
formed a concert on Dec. 2 while 
a Holiday Tuba concert was held 
Dec. 6. 

Dr. Michael Black, director of 
bands and assistant professor of 
music, said the jazz ensemble had 
been working hard all semester to 
prepare for this concert.

“We have several students who 
have learned new instruments, and 
it’s been amazing to see how quickly 
they have caught on,” Black said. 
“We will be playing a mix of stan-
dard jazz charts and some holiday 
favorites.”

The Holiday Tuba concert was 
an open invitation to all high school 
and university students, employees 
and community members to join 
them on euphonium or tuba. 

“This was a great opportunity 
for our music education students to 
step up to the plate and take charge 
of an event,” Black said, explaining 
that this concert was planned and 
performed under the direction of 
senior music education major Jef-
frey Cher-Aime of Nassau, The Ba-
hamas.

 “Our concert ‘The Return’ was 
to symbolize the return of music 
even though 
we are still go-
ing through our 

Covid-19 era,” Cher-Aime said. 
“At Northwestern, music didn’t go 
away, it kind of went into hiding. 
But this will be the first time we 
can offer concerts with a full audi-
ence, so that’s why I called it ‘The 
Return.’”

For more information, con-
tact Black at (580) 327-8191 or 
mcblack@nwosu.edu. Additional 
information on Northwestern’s 
bands and instrumental music pro-
gram may be found at https://www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sci-
ences/fine-arts/bands-and-instru-
mental-music.

https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/488364815853705
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/bell-has-passion-for-helping-teaching-others/?fbclid=IwAR0lT3L79NS-GH_BSwJVX_haI2_xh50X7o4n8OEp4-4N3E8GgHGBCnPwWTA 
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https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/merry-and-bright-northwestern-alva-light-up-the-night-for-christmastime/?fbclid=IwAR34f-H0QdObGN7aCEmeCVn9jbu6DE7WAXu-pvA2jRfg2yTOMIV9yLUZAG0 
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The Campus Cabinet food pantry is here to help 
any Northwestern student or employee. For more 
information, contact Angelia Case.

- Donations are very welcome - 

https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/386026883272115 
https://nwosucommencement.shutterfly.com/  
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/438482707917979 
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/438482707917979 
https://library.nwosu.edu/blog.php?t=88439&fbclid=IwAR3Vc74av3nSF1Dv_wNX8dMOW39h4Acz4mkwgK1hA4FhBoU6YLPfMU9H8sw
mailto:contact%20Angelia%20Case?subject=Need%20info%20about%20Campus%20Cabinet
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Northwestern Singers chosen to perform at OkMEA
Northwestern’s University 

Singers are one of six groups cho-
sen to perform at the Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association 
Conference in January 2022.

“We’ve been working all year 
towards this,” said Dr. Karsten 
Longhurst, director of choral 
studies and assistant professor of 
music. “This is the biggest per-
formance opportunity in the six 
years I’ve been here. It’s a huge 
honor being able to present our 
work in front of our colleagues of 
the state and music.” 

The Northwestern Singers 
will perform on Thursday, Jan. 
20, at 7:30 p.m. as part of the 
evening honor choral program 
at the First Baptist Church in 
downtown Tulsa. The admission 
fee is $10.

“I’m so excited and proud of 
Dr. Longhurst and the University 
Singers to represent Northwest-
ern at this event,” said Kimberly 
Weast, professor of the-
atre arts and chair of 
the Department of Fine 
Arts. “The opportunity 
for us to perform in the 
OkMEA has taken nu-
merous years with won-
derful former and cur-
rent students offering 
many hours of prepara-
tion and dedication to 
be chosen. This oppor-
tunity will once again 
inform those in atten-
dance that NWOSU has 
an excellent vocal music 
program.”

Several choirs 
across Oklahoma sub-
mitted live recordings 

of their group singing to enter 
into the chance of being se-
lected as one of the six groups 
who are chosen for this perfor-
mance. The submissions were 
open to all ages.

“Northwestern is one of the 
smallest among the regional 
universities,” Longhurst said, “I 
think it speaks volumes for our 
program that we were given the 
opportunity to perform at such a 
prestigious event.”

And, the students have been 
working diligently to prepare.

“We have been working super 
hard to get ready for our perfor-
mance,” said Gentry Mortensen, 
senior vocal music education 
major from Woodward. “We had 
three pieces commissioned for us 
for this performance, and they’re 
absolutely beautiful. Because 
they were commissioned just for 
us, they’ve never been done by 
anyone else, meaning we don’t 

have anything to go off of.”
The three commissioned piec-

es include “Beneath These Alien 
Stars” composed by Dr. Matthew 
D. Nielsen, “To the Wonder” com-
posed by Dr. Kira Zeeman Rugen 
and “Take My Hand” arranged by 
Stacey V. Gibbs. 

The local community will 
have its first opportunity to hear 
these commissioned pieces Mon-
day, Jan. 24, when the North-
western Singers celebrate their 
OkMEA performance at a 7 p.m. 
concert in Herod Hall Audito-
rium on the Northwestern-Alva 
campus. 

For more information about 
the Northwestern Singers, visit 
w w w. nw o s u . e d u / u n i v e r s i t y -
singers or contact Dr. Longhurst 
at (580) 327-8692 or email krlon-
ghurst@nwosu.edu. More about 
all facets of the Fine Arts De-
partment may be found at www.
nwosu.edu/fine-arts. 

University Singers
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Thank You
Thank you to all who have helped contribute to this publication. The University Relations 

staff members including Kelsey Martin, Valarie Case and Erin Davis put out so many stories, 
photos and social media  posts that clearly document our semesters.  Also, thank you to those 
who submit news and photos. We love for you to show us what’s happening in your worlds so 
we can share it with others. We are always accepting information for the next newsletter.You 
may always use this link to submit stories and photos: https://www.nwosu.edu/forms/submit-news-to-spotlight or 

email Dr. James Bell, jlbell@nwosu.edu or Angelia Case, arcase@nwosu.edu.

https://www.nwosu.edu/forms/submit-news-to-spotlight
jlbell@nwosu.edu
arcase@nwosu.edu
https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwestern-announces-honor-roll-for-fall-2021?fbclid=IwAR3QMNHlNiF_I3uUMrcT_r4TdIwezkKwyjsv49vmrWAUQ-7qva3JqUS-HJE
https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwesterns-online-nurse-practitioner-program-ranked-no-1-in-us?fbclid=IwAR2TzIGGX2bBd3j3m03uprJ0S1twng6qNzhUVjjwxzGlq2P3SwT2CuxgeHM

