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Welcome to the Fall 2024 Spotlight Newsletter! 

Newsletter
Issue 15 - Fall 2024

As in previous editions, this edi-
tion of the Spotlight offers a snapshot 
of the levels of engagement members 
of the NWOSU have among each oth-
er. These levels of engagement encom-
pass surrounding communities, state 
and national entities, and an array of 
professional disciplines. From the full-
length articles to the many collages of 
social media posts, it is clear that this 
fall has been another very productive 
semester!

For a non-linear start, I’d like to ref-
erence the end of the newsletter, where 
several members of the NWOSU com-
munity were recognized for complet-
ing their terminal degrees. So, to Dr. 
Sarah Fry, Dr. Shane Hansen, Dr. Shan-
non Leaper, and Dr. Keenan Meeker, 
I say congratulations to you all! As 
tempting as it may be, I will not fol-
low this up with the common “So what 
are you going to do with all of your 
free time now?” quip, because I know 
these accomplished individuals are al-
ready highly engaged with NWOSU. 
And as you read this newsletter, I think 
you’ll find an overwhelming body of 
evidence that demonstrates just how 
committed and dedicated our faculty 

are to their students and to the univer-
sity as a whole.

Throughout the newsletter, some 
of this evidence will point directly to-
ward the growth of programs that have 
become immediate points of pride for 
Northwestern. From the new Master 
of Business Administration (MBA) 
program in the Division of Business, 
to the micro-credential Infant and 
Early Childhood Mental Health in 
the Department of Social Work and 
the new Visual Arts program in the 
Reichenberger Department of Fine 
Arts, new programs span both the 
school of Professional Studies and 
Arts and Sciences. We are very excited 
about these new programs and what 
they offer our students!

In addition to new programs in 
academics, other developments re-
flect the spirit of support and prom-
ise from NWOSU’s stakeholders. This 
is evidenced by generous donations 
which enabled NWOSU to initiate 
long awaited renovations of the Herod 
Hall Auditorium, now known as the 
Fellers Family Auditorium. Anticipa-
tion of this process was so high, there 
was even excitement abuzz with the 

temporary seating as we waited for the 
permanent seating to arrive! We con-
tinue to look forward to completion 
of this project in the months ahead.

To close this Spotlight welcome 
letter as I started, in a non-linear fash-
ion and celebrating faculty, I’ll end 
with a welcome to the 13 new fac-
ulty here at NWOSU (see p. 25). As 
a community, those associated with 
NWOSU have always shared an ex-
citement in welcoming new cohorts 
of faculty. And as part of that com-
munity, I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
interactions with these new faculty 
members this fall. Getting to know 
each faculty member across campus 
better through personal visits is some-
thing I look forward to each week in 
my role as dean. I especially appreciate 
the new perspectives offered by those 
whom I proudly call my colleagues. In 
future editions of the Spotlight, I an-
ticipate seeing numerous accounts of 
their accomplishments—serving as 
additional evidence of a vibrant and 
engaged university.
Collegially,
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Several incoming freshmen 
were welcomed to Northwest-
ern’s “Camp Ranger” held Aug. 
1–3 at the Alva campus. 

Calleb Mosburg, dean of stu-
dent affairs and enrollment man-
agement, explained this North-
western event is organized and 
run by the Northwestern Scholar 
Ambassadors, a group of campus 
leaders who are selected to rep-
resent Northwestern in and out 
of the classroom.

“I was a camper two years ago 
and loved it so much,” McKen-
zie Mashak, junior Elementary 
Education major from Cimar-
ron, Kansas, and Northwestern 
Scholar Ambassdor, said. “I en-
joyed being able to learn about 
the town of Alva and meet so 
many new friends before school 
even started.”

By attending, incoming 
freshmen have the opportuni-
ty to meet their classmates, get 
to know senior staff members, 
become familiar with the Alva 
community and its leaders, learn 
Ranger traditions and officially 
join the Ranger family with the 
creation of their own student ID.

“We look forward to wel-
coming the freshmen attending 
Camp Ranger in August,” Edna 
Garcia, Camp Ranger director, 
Northwestern Scholar Ambass-
dor and junior psychology ma-
jor from Beaver, said. “All the 
counselors are eager to meet the 
incoming freshmen and develop 
new friendships as we prepare 
for the fall semester.”

“We implemented exciting 
new activities like touring the 
Alabaster Caverns,” Garcia said. 

“We also had 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for students 
to familiarize 

themselves with the campus and 
the staff. We cannot wait to meet 
each individual that registers and 
show them what it means to be a 
part of the Ranger Family.”

In addition to the hike 
through Alabaster Caverns State 
Park, other activities planned in-
cluded a campus-wide scavenger 
hunt and a movie at the down-
town Rialto Cinema.

“Last year, I helped as a 
counselor, and it was so fun,” 
Mashak said. “I loved being able 
to meet incoming freshmen, and 
as a Peer Leader I got to meet so 
many of my students that were 
in my Ranger Connection class. 
Camp Ranger is always such a 
fun time!”

At check-in, students moved 
into the residence halls they were 
assigned to for the semester. At 5 
p.m.,  students met in the lobby 
of their respective dorms for a 
welcome and icebreakers before 
dinner and other fun activities. 

Camp Ranger held for incoming freshmen

https://www.koco.com/article/oklahoma-enid-symphony-orchestra-still-plays/61598286?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1jC9ZGcqGbfm94vdW2hhTlXaLEsgFmC_nehGt5CKsgU5Med7Nj-FCGFKs_aem_4CN0iVBnWSIkEArzt_4HoA
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/videos/850823983143855
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/posts/pfbid0kDxq7BuprfXVEsj9ECAoxGgwE75iADPUsdDuuTQgRBhLtBeH5eK61GNvfwLi2Joel
https://bit.ly/3LDEVJ2
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Online MBA program for enrollment opens
By Fall 2025, it will be possible 

for qualified full-time students to 
have earned a Master of Business 
Administration degree in manage-
ment or health care administration 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State 
U n i v e r -
sity—com-
pletely on-
line. 

T h e 
Northwest-
ern Divi-
sion of 
B u s i n e s s 
partnered 
with the 
C h a r l e s 
M o r t o n 
Share Trust 
Division of 
Nursing to 
develop a 
3 3 - c r e d i t 
hour, fully online MBA degree pro-
gram.

This program has received approv-
al from the Higher Learning Commis-
sion, and prospective students can now 
enroll for the fall 2024 semester.

If interested in continuing their 
education beyond a bachelor’s degree, 
any Northwestern business and ac-
counting graduates with a 2.75 GPA 
are automatically admitted to the 
MBA program. Additionally, North-
western nursing graduates with a 
minimum 2.75 GPA are also automat-
ically admitted, given all prerequisite 
requirements are met. Current North-
western students majoring in busi-
ness, accounting or nursing can take 
MBA courses their last semester with 
their department chair’s approval.

For new or transfer students, 
admission requirements are: a bach-
elor’s degree and official transcripts 

from a regionally accredited univer-
sity, an undergraduate GPA of 2.75 
or higher for unconditional admis-
sion (or a 3.0 in the last 60 hours of 
undergraduate work), and a resume. 

For individuals who have a 
bachelor’s 
degree in 
an area 
other than 
business or 
accounting, 
a Peregrine 
I n b o u n d 
C o m m o n 
Profession 
C o m p o -
nent (CPC) 
Exam is 
r e q u i r e d . 
A Gradu-
ate Man-
a g e m e n t 
Admission 

Test (GMAT) is not required. 
A plan of study for a degree 

completed in 12 months is below:
Traditional MBA Management 

Option 
Fall First 8-Weeks
• UNIV 5010 Graduate Seminar
• MGMT-5243 Advanced Human Resource 

Management
• MRKT-5133 Marketing for Managers
Fall Second 8-Weeks
• ECON-5253 Managerial Economics
• ACCT-5153 Accounting for Managers
Spring First 8-Weeks
• FIN-5023 Finance for Managers
• MGMT-5113 Organizational Change
Spring Second 8-Weeks
• GBUS-5053 Business Analytics
• MGMT-5233 International Business Man-

agement
Summer June and July 8-Weeks
• MGMT-5453 Strategic Management 

(Capstone)
• MGMT-5173 Operations & Supply Chain 

Management
• MIS-5013 Management of Information 

Technology
Health Care Administration     

Option
Fall First 8-Weeks

• UNIV 5010 Graduate Seminar
• HCA-5003 Health Care Leadership and 

Communication
• MRKT-5133 Marketing for Managers
Fall Second 8-Weeks
• ECON-5253 Managerial Economics
• ACCT-5153 Accounting for Managers
Spring First 8-Weeks
• HCA-5033 Health Care Finance and Eco-

nomics
• MGMT-5113 Organizational Change
Spring Second 8-Weeks
• GBUS-5053 Business Analytics
• HCA-5093 Health Care Compliance and 

Policy
Summer June and July 8-Weeks
• MGMT-5453 Strategic Management 

(Capstone)
• MGMT-5173 Operations & Supply Chain 

Management
• HCA-5063 Health Management Systems

Part-time students can complete 
the program in 24 months. Students 
can start the program in the fall or 
spring semesters, with summer en-
rollment available soon. Students 
who start the program in January 
will take MGMT-5453 Strategic 
Management (Capstone) in the sec-
ond eight weeks of the fall. 

All graduate students are eli-
gible for financial aid, excluding 
Pell Grants. For questions about fi-
nancial aid, visit www.nwosu.edu/
paying-for-college or contact Tara 
Hannaford, director of financial aid 
and scholarships, at tlhannaford@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8540.

Additional details about the 
MBA program at Northwestern may 
be found at www.nwosu.edu/gradu-
ate-studies/mba.

To begin enrollment in the 
Northwestern Graduate Studies 
program, visit www.nwosu.edu/

Dr. Garret Lahr, chair of the division of business and 
assistant professor of business, addresses a group of 
Northwestern students. Enrollment is now open for 
the new Master of Business Administration online 
degree program with specializations in management 
or health care administration.

Continued to page 5

http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/mba
http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/mba


5  Spotlight

graduate-studies.
For questions about the graduate studies program, 

contact Melissa Brown, graduate studies enrollment 
and retention coordinator, at mbrown@nwosu.edu or 
(580) 327-8410 or contact Dr. Shawn Holliday, associ-
ate dean of graduate studies, at spholliday@nwosu.edu 
or (580) 327-8589.

For information about the Charles Morton Share 
Trust Division of Nursing, visit www.nwosu.edu/
school-of-professional-studies/nursing/ or contact 
Brenna Smith, division of nursing assistant, at brsmith@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8442.

For more information on the Northwestern Divi-
sion of Business, visit www.nwosu.edu/school-of-pro-

Continued from page 4

Online MBA program...
fessional-studies/business or contact Dr. Garret Lahr, 
chair of the division of business and assistant professor 
of business, at galahr@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8510.

https://ournorthwestern.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=bf7ce44b829a0264ae9d1fb53&id=4c15dde508
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https://bit.ly/3LEpW1y
http://www.facebook.com/share/p/JXZbMDZQL6G8gedG/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/Nc2v9R4ZSkeQvKyS/
https://bit.ly/3XFL8vb
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https://www.facebook.com/reel/423562650091137
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/7tug8xM4dW2cNQXp/
https://www.nwosu.edu/news/northwestern-division-of-education-makes-an-impact?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSeSZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHfDzAPlaLbaTseuhv9qFzKeCN3KdHb_PKEQKRsyvES6OE784BHd4hZ6rkA_aem_wygIHsPonFt7niUhJ9rAGQ 
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Time is more expensive than 
money.

Madison Luckinbill arrived at 
this realization as she contemplated 
what her next steps would mean for 
her family.

Luckinbill was raised in Meeker 
and enrolled at Northern Oklahoma 
College in 2015 before changing ca-
reer paths and moving to Stillwater 
to work full-time for the Atwood’s 
Corporation. Her work there even-
tually led her to Enid, where she met 
her now husband, 
Seth.

At the encour-
agement of a family 
friend, Enid High 
School’s special 
education teacher 
Carrie Johnson, 
Luckinbill started 
work as a teacher’s 
assistant under 
Tanea Artman at 
Hoover Elemen-
tary in Enid. 

“I always knew 
that I would love 
to work with kids, 
but I just didn’t 
think that life was going to let me,” 
Luckinbill said. “I’ve always worked 
with kids back home. My first job 
was working at a daycare.”

Luckinbill worked at Hoover un-
til just before her daughter, Emmy, 
was born in March 2020.

“I loved having the opportunity 
to be a stay at home mom,” Luck-
inbill said. “But, bringing (Emmy) 
into this world, I was like, ‘Okay, my 
husband, he’s doing all right, but I 
also want to provide, and also I want 
her to be proud of me and know that 
her mom can contribute something 
to society.’” 

After discussing it with her hus-
band, Luckinbill made the decision 
to enroll at Northwestern Oklaho-
ma State University in January 2021.

“I started out as an English ma-
jor, but then I remembered the dy-
namics of working in the school sys-
tem and making those relationships 
with kids, the staff and being a part 
of the community,” Luckinbill said. 
“And I was like, ‘You know what, 
let’s do a 180. I think I want to get 
alternatively certified to teach.’”

Luck inbi l l 
immediately set 
upon her new 
degree path.

“My daugh-
ter is so young 
and she has been 
so patient with 
me and so has 
my husband,” 
Luckinbill said. 
“We have a 
great commu-
nity here. As I 
was taking night 
classes, online 
classes, finish-
ing my general 

studies degree, there were the occa-
sional times where I did have to go 
in, and Enid Learning Tree watched 
my daughter while I could finish.”

Luckinbill graduated from 
Northwestern with a degree in gen-
eral studies in December 2022. She 
and her family decided to forego 
the graduation ceremonies and take 
a ride on the Polar Express to cel-
ebrate. Luckinbill was now emer-
gency certified and started work as a 
kindergarten teacher at Prairie View 
Elementary in Enid in August 2023.

“All the information that Enid 
Public Schools (EPS) gave me, I 

took in,” Luckinbill said. “Any PLC 
leadership class that I could take 
I wanted to, so I could be the best 
for my students and the best for my 
school, just do the best that I could 
coming in without the traditional 
pathway to education.” 

In July 2023, Luckinbill passed 
the OSAT (Oklahoma Subject Area 
Assessment). Luckinbill now had a 
decision to make - not only finan-
cially but where to spend her time. To 
complete her alternative certification 
requirements, Luckinbill still needed 
to complete some additional college 
coursework or professional develop-
ment hours and the PPAT (Praxis Per-
formance Assessment for Teachers).

“I was looking at a ton of dif-
ferent universities, online courses,” 
Luckinbill said. “What does that 
look like financially on our family? 
What does that look like time wise? 
Because I feel like sometimes time is 
more expensive than money is. How 
much more of that did I want to put 
into it because my daughter is start-
ing Pre-K this year, and I’m not go-
ing to get these little moments back.”

That opportunity came with the 
GEER funded IMPACT (Innova-
tion and Meaningful Preparation 
for Alternatively Certified Teachers) 
Program. Dr. Jen Oswald, chair of 
the Northwestern Division of Edu-
cation, reached out to Luckinbill 
through the EPS system about the 
program.

“I just immediately was like, ‘Oh 
my goodness, how amazing would 
this be?’ So, I sent my contact infor-
mation to Dr. Oswald. She was so 
swift with providing information, 
and it was just very easy to under-
stand and get signed up.”

Coursework is a part of North-

Division of Education makes an IMPACT

Madison Luckinbill shares a moment 
with her daughter, Emmy.

Continued to page 10
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western’s Master of Education cur-
riculum and instruction degree and 
is 100 percent financed with federal 
money. Zero percent of the total costs 
of the program is financed by non-
governmental source. Federal funds 
used for this program total $550,000.

To be eligible for the IMPACT 
program, individuals must be em-
ployed as an Oklahoma Pre-K 
through 12th grade teacher for the 
upcoming academic year, hold a 
non-education bachelor’s degree, 
and be emergency certified or fulfill-
ing alternative certification require-
ments through the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education (OSDE).

Luckinbill encourages anyone 
interested to not be intimidated.

“The classes themselves are 100 
percent online, and they were very 
manageable,” Luckinbill said. “I 
learned so much. The information, 
while it is very dense, the professors 
make it very easy to 
follow along. I was 
excited to open up 
my book and read 
the next chapter to 
receive more infor-
mation.”

Luckinbill said 
she feels blessed 
for the opportu-
nity to learn more 
about the teach-
ing profession. She 
also appreciated the 
Northwestern Divi-
sion of Education 
giving her a clear 
path forward.

“They really do 
all the hard work 
for you and give you a clear-cut plan 
and pathway to reaching your goal,” 
Luckinbill said. “It has given me the 

tools and the resources to be at the 
same level as some of my colleagues 
that have gone through a traditional 
pathway of education. I have learned 
so much terminology, jargon and 
things that are going to help me and 
my career. You feel more confident 
because you do have that vocabu-
lary, knowledge and theories for 
why we do what we do as teachers.”

Luckinbill also gives huge credit 
to the EPS system and her men-
tors employed there: Artman and 
Luckinbill’s previous colleagues at 
Hoover Elementary; Sherri Hend-
rie, previous Prairie View Elemen-
tary principal; and Mary Withey, 
current principal, along with her 
mentor Dana Misner and teaching 
partner Ashley Martin.

Luckinbill also applauded the 
faculty and staff at the Northwestern 
Enid Campus.

“I also find that the Enid cam-
pus, even though 
it is smaller, there’s 
a sense of fam-
ily. If I needed to, 
I could walk in, 
talk to registration 
and ask, ‘Hey, I just 
need a quiet place 
to study.’ They have 
that, and they pro-
vide that.”

L u c k i n b i l l 
praised the North-
western Division 
of Education fac-
ulty and staff.

“Dr. Oswald 
was just so wel-
coming and so sup-
portive,” Luckinbill 

said. “I have emails where she’s writ-
ten, ‘I am so proud of you. You can 
do this.’ There is so much support 

from the education faculty. Things 
that are modeled in a classroom 
management program like saying, 
‘Use words of encouragement with 
your students, make them feel im-
portant, make them want to learn.’ 
That’s what the division of education 
has done for me.”

Luckinbill is excited to be back 
for her second year in the kinder-
garten classroom at Prairie View El-
ementary. She is planning on com-
pleting her PPAT training on her 
way to being certified by next year. 

“One thing that I taught my kin-
dergartners was a quote from Maya 
Angelou, ‘When you know bet-
ter, you do better,’” Luckinbill said. 
“I feel like now that I know better, 
I’m going to come back better as an 
educator. I just want to thank the 
partnership between Enid Public 
Schools and the Northwestern Divi-
sion of Education for this amazing 
opportunity. A burden has been lift-
ed off my family. Now I can focus on 
meeting my goal and being the best 
that I can be.”

For more information about the 
Northwestern Division of Educa-
tion, visit www.nwosu.edu/school-
of-professional-studies/education 
or contact Oswald by email at jdo-
swald@nwosu.edu or call (580) 327-
8451. For more information about 
the GEER-Funded IMPACT Pro-
gram, visit www.nwosu.edu/school-
of-professional-studies/education/
alternative-certification. 

For more information about 
the Northwestern Graduate Stud-
ies Program, visit www.nwosu.edu/
graduate-studies or contact Melissa 
Brown, Graduate Studies Enroll-
ment and Retention Coordinator, at 
mbrown@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8410.

Kindergarten students’ Thanksgiving 
decorations on Madison Luckinbill’s 
classroom door at Prairie View 
Elementary in Enid.

Continued from page 9

Division of Education makes...
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Welch performs first Northwest Concert Series event
The first Northwest Oklaho-

ma Concert Series of the 2024 – 
2025 season, “Helen Welch: The 
First Ladies of Song,” took place 
at the Alva High School Audito-
rium on Aug. 27. 

Alva Public Schools gra-
ciously allowed its space to be 
utilized as Herod Hall Auditori-
um at Northwestern was under-
going renovations. 

Welch’s beautifully-arranged 
and entertaining shows have in-
timately engaged audiences and 
packed houses around the globe. 

A native of England, Welch 
began her career on television’s 
“Romper Room.” Since her early 
success, she has headlined with 
world-class organizations such 
as the BBC Big Band, Glenn Mill-
er Europe, Opus One and others 
at some of the United Kingdom’s 
most prestigious venues includ-
ing: The Ritz, The Savoy, Blen-
heim Palace, The Grosvenor 
House Great Room, Claridges 
and many theatres in London’s 
West End. Additionally, she 
held starring roles in a variety 
of popular musicals including: 
“Hello Dolly,” “Barnum,” “Car-
ousel,” “42nd Street,” “Calamity 
Jane” and “Oliver Twist.” 

After a very successful run 
in the UK, Welch relocated to 
the United States to guest star in 
the Broadway musical “Smokey 
Joe’s Café.” Her immediate suc-
cess landed her as a fronting 
vocalist for The Cleveland Or-
chestra, The Breckenridge Sum-
mer Orchestra, The Grant Park 
Symphony Orchestra (Chicago), 
The Florida Symphony and the 
Columbus Jazz Orchestra. Since 

that time, she has been produc-
ing her own shows for Cleve-
land’s Playhouse Square, The 
Akron Civic Theatre, The Chau-
tauqua Institution and many 
other theatres and performing 
arts centers. In 2016, her musical 
release “Spellbound” was an en-
try for the Traditional Pop Cat-
egory of the Grammy Awards.

Welch performed her big 
band program, “The First La-
dies of Song,” celebrating the 
music of the greatest female 
phenoms of all-time including 
Ella Fitzgerald, Aretha Franklin, 
Karen Carpenter, Etta James, 
Judy Garland, Peggy Lee and 
more. Songs include: “At Last,” 
“Fever,” “Natural Woman,” 
“Over the Rainbow,” “Misty,” 
“Fly Me to the Moon” and more.

For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the North-
west Oklahoma 
Concert Series, 
contact Eduar-
do Moreira, as-
sistant profes-
sor of music, by 
email at emar-
t i n s m o r e i r a @
nwosu.edu or 
call (580) 327-
8192.

For more 
i n f o r m a -
tion about the 
Reichenberger 
Department of 
Fine Arts, con-
tact Kimberly 
Weast, depart-
ment chair and 
professor of 

Helen Welch, internationally acclaimed 
vocalist, entertainer, producer and band-
leader, performed at Alva High School on 
Aug. 27 as part of the annual Northwest 
Oklahoma Concert Series.

theatre arts, at kkweast@nwosu.
edu or call (580) 327-6462.

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/XkoiMn9uPvxf4BhW/
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DNP students excel during rigorous residency week
Six students in the Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Nursing to Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (BSN-to-DNP) program at 
Northwestern spent five days on the 
Alva campus for residency week in July.

These students are involved in a 
hybrid program meaning that much 
of their education is completed on-
line. The students can complete work 
at clinics in their hometowns while the 
Northwestern faculty members super-
vise remotely. For residency week, the 
students come to the Alva campus for 
the week for hands-on training and to 
show that they are competent in physi-
cally assessing patients.

Students attending this year’s 
week-long residency program includ-
ed Teirna Adair of Alva, Alyssa Los of 
Honolulu, Hawaii, Michelle Milligan 
of Piedmont, Kyndall O’Donnell of Elk 
City, Juane Russell of Altus and Sarah 
(Garvie) Wilber of Cherokee.

During residency week, students 
are able to check off their physical as-
sessment skills to prepare for a clinical 
setting. They receive an introductory 
experience to common procedures 
they will encounter in primary care 
such as suturing, eye injuries and biop-
sies. Kiowa Meat Locker donated pigs 
feet to practice suturing, and Moore’s 
Venture Foods in Alva donated over-
ripe produce for biopsy simulation.

Dr. Gwyneth Holderby, assistant 
professor of nursing and Wisdom 
Family Foundation Doctoral Program 
for Rural Nursing Practice program 
director, was joined by assistant profes-
sors of nursing Dr. Krystal Elliot, Dr. 
Sierra Elsey, Dr. Krista Tilley, and new 
faculty member Dr. Sandra Watson to 
provide instruction to the group dur-
ing the week.

Holderby supervised physical ex-
ams that were completed on commu-
nity volunteers and taught students 

procedures like joint injections, repair-
ing lacerations with sutures, and other 
procedures commonly performed in 
primary care. Elliot, the primary care 
familes and pediatrics course instruc-
tor, supervised physical exams on pedi-
atric community voluteers and helped 
teach procedures. Tilley, the program 
clinical coordinator, met with students 
to discuss their DNP projects and clini-
cal placement.

Elsey has extensive experience 
with female exams and came to help 
supervise students on well-woman ex-
ams that were completed on commu-
nity volunteers. She also shared a lot of 
her knowledge with the students.

“The residency week is an intense 
week, full of hands on learning,” Elsey 
said. “It challenges students’ critical 
thinking in a way that uniquely pre-
pares them for the clinical setting. This 
group of students met the challenge 
and excelled throughout this rigorous 
week. They are an exceptional group, 
and I look forward to 
seeing them give back 
to the community as 
they transition into 
clinical, then eventu-
ally into practice.”

The BSN-to-DNP 
program enrolled its 
first class in August 
2017. The fifth class to 
have graduated did so 
this year in May. Mem-
bers of the graduating 
class of 2024 presented 
their respective proj-
ects in the J.W. Martin 
Library on July 18, in 
an event open to the 
public. So far, the pro-
gram boasts a 85 per-
cent or better certifica-
tion pass rate and a 100 

percent employment rate.
Northwestern is one of five pub-

lic universities in Oklahoma to offer 
a Family Nurse Practitioner program, 
was the first public university with a 
BSN-to-DNP offering, and is the only 
program in the state with an emphasis 
on nursing in rural communities.

Students may enroll full-time for 
the three-year program or part-time 
for the four-year program. Instruction 
within this program helps to prepare 
students to become certified Fam-
ily Nurse Practitioners in their home 
communities and surrounding areas 
without first earning a master’s degree; 
however, there is an advanced place-
ment option for students who have 
already completed a master’s degree in 
nursing.

Additional information about the 
DNP program may be found online 
at www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/
bsn-to-dnp or by calling (580) 327-
8442. 

Faculty and students enrolled in the Wisdom Family 
Foundation Doctoral Program for Rural Nursing Practice 
pose for a group photo with Northwestern President Dr. Bo 
Hannaford outside the President’s House during residency 
week. Top Row: Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
President Dr. Bo Hannaford. Middle Row, left to right: Dr. 
Krista Tilley, Juane Russell, Michelle Milligan, Kyndall 
O’Donnell, Dr. Gwyneth Holderby. Bottom Row, left to 
right: Dr. Sandra Watson, Alyssa Los, Tierna Adair, Sara 
(Garvie) Wilber, Dr. Leslie Collins.

http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/bsn-to-dnp
http://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/bsn-to-dnp
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On the Friday prior to the beginning of classes, all faculty 
members along with Northwestern administration gather to meet 
to gain information and receive updates before classes start each 
fall. Here, Dr. Bo Hannaford, president, speaks to the group.

http://www.facebook.com/nwosuww/posts/pfbid02m8VR2WUrcZdqJHrYvFaQWoskdWHfqs4Sr22AGjewVNeN5aNDnRUtz6RoTZGQ8gz2l
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/LiwTrr7DSm6M4cFG/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/qbsEq5boYTPG1t49/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/XavDJyvNLhczt4xK/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/rredJqAKTbujMDZN/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/AsmvzRQBkaiAiVPW/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/Ak5yTV6PuyG59ien/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/7p93b7PvUwerNr7y/
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How do you find University photos, videos 
or social media channels?

At the bottom of the university’s web pages!

https://www.nwosu.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/northwesternnursing/posts/pfbid0KZyiHGxn8e4hoNHMmwsZfZVPha2dobFdyYW596waUgUxwpw4DujmJYyCrPYrj3Qjl
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nwosu-rangers/sets/72177720319684597/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSyZRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbVtIqlCWelAnJzBTGPhjFjy4pe_LcaCzxuUs9i9x97LANHA3HHZYn4H1Q_aem_F7AZ6K69os8wbHep1nMNDw
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1091275843002444&set=pcb.1091308236332538
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Northwestern acquires First Presbyterian Church of Alva
Through a generous donation, 

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University has obtained the First 
Presbyterian Church of Alva. The 
Reichenberger Department of Fine 
Arts will utilize the new annex space 
for rehearsal space and for perfor-
mances. 

“The decision to gift our church 
building to NWOSU did not come 
easily,” church officials explained. 
“After much prayer and discern-
ment, our small congregation ac-
knowledged that maintaining a 
large church building is no longer 
a sustainable part of our ministry. 
It’s time to direct our energy to our 
ministry instead of maintaining a 
building that is beyond our means. 

“We are so pleased that NWOSU 
accepted our proposal to give new 
life to this beloved and wonder-
ful building as part of its fine arts 
program. Through a generous ar-
rangement with NWOSU, we will 
continue to have full access to the 
building for Sunday worship, fel-
lowship and any other needs that 
arise in the life of our congregation. 
Tiny Steps Montessori Pre-School 
will continue to be a vibrant part of 
our community in its current loca-
tion. Our ministry is not ending. We 
feel revitalized, with new missions 
and possibilities for the future. We 
believe we are providing, with grace 
and dignity, a legacy to our univer-
sity community that will continue 
for many years to come.”

Kimberly Weast, professor of 
theatre arts and chair of the Reichen-
berger Department of Fine Arts, ex-
pressed her department members’ 
gratefulness to the members of the 
Presbyterian Church for their vision 
and generosity.

“This building is more than 

just a physical space; it represents a 
bright future for the department -- a 
future where talent and passion will 
flourish for generations to come,” 
Weast said.

Dr. Bo Han-
naford, univer-
sity president, 
is excited about 
the space and 
the versatility 
the building pro-
vides.

“This build-
ing is not only a 
generous dona-
tion, but will sig-
nificantly add to 
the capabilities 
of our fine arts 
department. This 
gift also shows 
the remark-
able support of 
our community 
members, who 
not only cham-
pion North-
western but also 
recognize how 
partnerships can 
meet evolving 
needs.”

The band 
began using the 
space in early 
August for band 
camp and prac-
tices, with jazz 
band using the 
facility next. The 
uses for this facil-
ity will expand as 
need arises. 

To learn 
more about the 
Reichenberger 

Department of Fine Arts and its 
varied programs, visit www.nwosu.
edu/fine-arts or contact Weast at 
kkweast@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8462.
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https://bit.ly/3WWSj03
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid02ZhuvzA9J31bGKZ7uwBP7DsAkijKEBKhCpctRf1oZeVxm2NvQDtUYM3NjRFib7Ldil
https://www.facebook.com/northwesternnursing/posts/pfbid024MYdpyLQcNBdsAATyEymbfwnig5LNtLhdpYGVDWpgCcQ7cSS6rviHT87zPeKQ8BCl
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1561103577839484
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/YqTLNPBtXArFiavK/
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/campus-renovations-include-cafe/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSnT9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHaLP7-1wrqoElEFkJCIGMqU6cmKCQl-7hF6NajhJabKPZlnaIa3jsLeK1g_aem_Lgyqjd1wmB4U6Z9EAFgq1Q
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/FSj9JUWBiyXrrTFp/
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Holliday chairs session at The Hemingway Society’s 20th conference
Dr. Shawn Holliday, associate 

dean of the Northwestern Gradu-
ate Studies Program and professor 
of English, recently displayed his 
knowledge at the 20th Biennial In-
ternational Hemingway Conference 
sponsored by The Hemingway Soci-
ety.

Holliday chaired the session, 
“Hemingway and Sports,” and also 
delivered the paper, “Reading Ernest 
Hemingway’s ‘A Pursuit Race’ With-
in the Context of Burlesque History 
and Tradition.” The conference ran 
from July 14 – 20 in San Sebastian 
and Bilbao, Spain.

Dr. Holliday also had three 
Hemingway articles accepted for 
publication this spring. “The Tor-
rents of Spring and the Beginning of 
the Hemingway Myth” was accepted 
by the The Arizona Quarterly and 
was published this summer for the 
fall issue. 

His article, “Collective, Person-
al, and Cultural Memory in Ernest 

Hemingway’s ‘Now I Lay Me,’” was 
accepted by The Lamar Journal of 
the Humanities and will be pub-
lished in September. 

Holliday’s articles, “The Liminal 
Function of Beds and the Burlesque 
in Ernest Hemingway’s ‘A Pursuit 
Race,’ “The Killers, and ‘Ten Indi-
ans’” have been accepted by The 
Hemingway Review for publication 
in fall 2025.

To contact Holliday about re-
search or scholarship opportunities, 
email spholliday@nwosu.edu or call 
(580) 327-8589.

For more information on the 
Northwestern Graduate Studies 
program, visit www.nwosu.edu/
graduate-studies or contact Melissa 
Brown, Graduate Studies enroll-
ment and retention coordinator, at 
mbrown@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8410. 

For more information on the 
English, For-
eign Languages 

Shawn Holliday

and Humanities Department, visit 
www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-
and-sciences/english-foreign-lan-
guage-and-humanities, or contact 
Dr. Roxie James, department chair 
and associate professor of English, 
at rjjames@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8474.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/KxukguLHQxH91XfA/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/mduzpRmzEpskzkbo/
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McBride presents paper  at British Academy of Management conference
New faculty in the Northwest-

ern Division of Business are already 
representing the university on an in-
ternational stage.

Dr. Theresa McBride, associate 
professor of business, presented a 
peer-reviewed, developmental paper 
on Sept. 2 at the 2024 British Acad-
emy of Management Conference. 

The conference was held at the 
Nottingham Business School at 
Nottingham Trent University, Unit-
ed Kingdom. McBride presented the 
paper virtually. It was titled, “Teach-
ing Leadership: A Collaboration Be-
tween Military and Civilian Faculty 
in the U.S.” 

She co-authored the paper with 
research colleagues Lt. Cmdr. Ed-
ward Gailor, Department of Man-
agement instructor at the U.S. Coast 

Guard Academy; Jonathan Heller, 
Deputy Commandant of Cadets for 
Strategy and Leadership at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy; and Daniel 
Morris, associate professor of phi-
losophy at Norwich University.

McBride and her colleagues have 
been working together since 2022. 
The research began when McBride 
served as a lecturer in the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy School of Leader-
ship and Management. The authors 
have presented at both national and 
international conferences.

To contact McBride about re-
search or speaking opportunities, 
email tmmcbride@nwosu.edu or call 
(580) 327-8440 or (512) 720-9840.

To learn more about the North-
western Division of Business, visit 
https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-

professional-studies/business or 
contact Dr. Garret Lahr, assistant 
professor of business and chair of 
the division of business, at galahr@
nwosu.edu or call (580) 327-8510.

Theresa McBride

https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTheatre/posts/pfbid0Ljtm2aJGseFTnKwFjhc1zNzxedKRXKP63AeynwUbPvuxbcpKAvWUJxFBjkcxXjH5l


25  Spotlight

Northwestern welcomes 13 new faculty members

Northwestern’s new faculty members who attended a recent 
orientation session before the start of the fall semester include 
(back row, left to right): Derrick Bready, Dr. Rasika Mohottige, 
Jared Cole, Dr. Adam Alber, Dr. Angela Skousen, Taylor 

Phillips, and Dr. Zach Tolman; (front row, left to right): Natalie 
Adams, Dr. Sandra Scott Watson, Danielle Budy, Sarah Martin, 
Dr. Theresa McBride, and Dr. Ryle Kiser. 

Thirteen new faculty members 
began their teaching assignments 
at Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Six faculty members have been 
hired in the School of Arts and Sci-
ences with seven in the School of 
Professional Studies. 

Short biographies of each facul-
ty member from the School of Arts 
and Sciences are listed below: 

Dr. Adam Alber, assistant pro-
fessor of chemistry, earned his Bach-
elor of Science in chemistry from St. 
John Fisher College and his Ph.D. 
in chemistry from the University of 
Oklahoma.

Derrick Bready, instructor of 
music and director of choral stud-
ies, received a Bachelor of music 

from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio, and his master’s degree in 
music education from the Univer-
sity of Houston.

Danielle Budy officially joins 
the Northwestern Mathematics 
and Computer Science Depart-
ment faculty as an instructor. Budy 
received both her Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mathematics Master of 
Education in Mathematics from 
Northwestern. Budy taught at Way-
noka Public Schools and North-
west Technology Center before she 
started working with Northwestern 
in 2010 as an adjunct instructor 
of math for several years. She also 
served as director of the Academic 
Success Center.

Jared Cole, instructor of com-

munication, holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in journalism and broadcast-
ing from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and a Master of Arts in com-
munication from Virginia Tech 
University.

Dr. Rasika Mohottige, assistant 
professor of physics, earned a Bach-
elor of Science and Master of Philo-
sophical Physics at the Open Uni-
versity of Sri Lanka before earning 
his physics Ph.D at the Univeristy of 
North Dakota. 

Dr. Zach Tolman, assistant pro-
fessor of instrumental music and 
director of bands, earned both his 
Bachelor of Music Education degree 
and Master of Music in saxophone 
performance from the University of 

Continued to page 26
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Continued from page 25

New faculty members...
Wyoming and his Doctor of Music 
Arts from the University of Arizona.

Short biographies of each facul-
ty member from the School of Pro-
fessional Studies are listed below:

Natalie Adams, instructor of 
psychology, received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in psychology from the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
and a Master of Science in Counsel-
ing Psychology from Southern Naz-
arene University.

Dr. Ryle Kiser, assistant profes-
sor of education, earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in education and a Master of 
Arts in Education Administration 
from Eastern Washington Univer-
sity. He also holds an Ed.D. in Edu-
cational Leadership from Central 
Michigan University.

Sarah Martin, instructor of 
nursing, received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in nursing from Oklahoma 
City University and a Master of Sci-
ence in nursing from Northeastern 

State University.
Dr. Theresa McBride, associate 

professor of business, holds a Bach-
elor of Science in Business Admin-
istration degree from the University 
of Baltimore; a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Colo-
rado State University; and a Ph.D. 
from the University of St. Andrews 
in St. Andrews, Scotland.

Taylor Phillips, instructor of 
psychology, received her Bach-
elor of Science in Psychology from 
Northwestern and is currently pur-
suing her Master of Science in Gen-
eral Psychology at the university. 
She joins the Northwestern Psychol-
ogy Department 
after serving as 
a career coach 
in the Title III/
LASSO Project 
at the university 
since April 2022.

Dr. Angela 

Skousen, assistant professor of nurs-
ing in the Wisdom Family Founda-
tion Doctoral Program for Rural 
Nursing Practice, earned both her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing and 
Doctor of Nursing Practice degrees 
through Northwestern.

Dr. Sandra Scott Watson, as-
sistant professor of nursing in the 
DNP Program, received her Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing and Mas-
ter of Science from the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. 
She also earned a Master of Science 
in Nursing degree and a Doctor of 
Nursing Practice degree from Fron-
tier Nursing University.
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17 education seniors take on student teaching roles
Seventeen senior educa-

tion students from Northwest-
ern completed their final step 
toward becoming professional 
educators.

In their  last  semester, 
they were assigned to local 
schools ,  where they gained 
hands-on teaching experience 
and put their  knowledge into 
pract ice.

“This was the first class of 
student-teachers I’ve had the 
pleasure to teach,” said Dr. Jen 
Oswald, chair of the North-
western Division of Education 
and associate professor of ed-
ucation. “I am excited to see 
what they go out and do in the 
world.”

The students returned to 
campus for seminars in Octo-
ber and November with their 
exit interviews in December. 
Graduation and the education 
pinning ceremony were held on 
Dec. 8.

The students, their home-
towns and teaching assign-
ments are listed below by their 
degree path.

Agriculture Education – 
Trinity Soutter of Ponca City, 
Fairview High School

Early Childhood Education 
– Kaycee Evans of Medford, 
Medford Elementary; Halea 
Locke of Hooker, Buffalo El-
ementary; Katelynn Milam of 
Enid, Waukomis

Elementary Education – 
Emilee Batman of Sharon, 
Cedar Heights Elementary 
(Woodward); Kayla Carroll of 
Vici, Vici Elementary; Vanessa 
Pacheco of Enid, Adams Ele-
mentary (Enid); Regan Hacker 

of Tonkawa, Frontier Public 
Schools in Red Rock; Madalyn 
Halderman of Vici, Fargo-Gage 
Public Schools; Rylee Manning 
of Seiling, Mooreland Elemen-
tary; Mattie Pitts of Waynoka, 
Seiling Public Schools

Secondary English Educa-
tion – Elizabeth Bee of Enid, 
Chisholm High School; Del-
aney Lambert of Alva, Fairview 
High School

Vocal Mu-
sic Education 
– Emily Smith 
of Holdenville, 
Chisholm El-
e m e n t a r y 
School

H i s t o r y 
E d u c a t i o n 
– Elizabeth 
Terbush of 
W o o d w a r d , 
F a r g o - G a g e 
Public Schools

Health and 
Sports Sci-
ence Educa-
tion – Hannah 
Appleton of 
D r u m m o n d , 
South Bar-
ber (Kiowa, 
Kansas); Wor-
thy Shepherd 
of Blackwell, 
Newkirk El-
ementary

T e a c h e r 
c a n d i d a t e s 
were able to 
find free and 
“new” profes-
sional out-
fits from the 
T e a c h e r ’ s 

Closet to help transition their 
wardrobe to professional dress. 
The Teacher’s Closet is open to 
all Northwestern students re-
gardless of major. 

For more information on 
Northwestern’s teacher educa-
tion program, or how to donate 
gently used or new clothing 
to benefit young professionals 
contact Oswald at (580) 327-
8451 or jdoswald@nwosu.edu.
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New to campus and need to find out where to get 
your copy code, where to have your exams printed 
or whom to contact when your copier goes crazy? 

Contact Printing Services, Alica Hall,
Ext. 3476 in Jesse Dunn.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5et64j4E6dg
https://okhighered.org/otc/reading-conference/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSdvxleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHeeNoTb8KpcnLZX9bQ5pFA3MvUjdcFy514KwnMUQlfViGxNm6dZpWwtS5g_aem_VxOglSB6m8QMRF5clK6t7Q
mailto:printshop%40nwosu.edu?subject=
mailto:afhall%40nwosu.edu?subject=
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/K6onCkvWNtSq9YJW/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/ENoCNZfoLgv1WLTm/
https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0o6BMzi4QUcbRAHXbtH9pZZK6DatD4JCM8MHKg5KMKtoh2Vcyw2uJ67tBeEeDzh8rl
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0aPEJGLkKgLfmNRfN38ovhznsC61zzEZjJL8J2vMdnREjxdFdebGRovjKxRnYQnHzl
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Schmaltz, Mason speak at Constitution Day
The Northwestern Institute for 

Citizenship Studies and Department 
of Social Sciences played host to the 
annual Constitution Day Observance 
on Sept. 26 in the Ranger Room on 
the Northwestern-Alva campus.

This year’s topic was titled, “Open 
Forum: The U.S. Constitution, the 
Supreme Court, and the Upcoming 
Presidential Election.” The event fea-
tured an open forum and dialogue 
between Dr. Eric Schmaltz, professor 
of history and department chair, and 

Dr. Aaron Mason, professor of politi-
cal science. 

As its title indicates, this year’s 
observance involved a public dis-
cussion and exchange regarding 
some of the major contemporary 
legal and political developments re-
lated to the U.S. 
C onst i tut ion , 
the presidential 
election, and the 
U.S. Court Sys-
tem. 

The facilitators requested open 
dialogue and questions from the pub-
lic. This event was open to the public 
and free of charge. For more informa-
tion, please contact Mason at mason@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8522.

Dr. Eric Schmaltz and Dr.Aaron Mason lead discussion during 
the 2024 Constitution Day event on campus. 
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/ECYykMavjrnoK4yn/
https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/posts/pfbid0aQYWLevRXyB3MetYSubYcA7dpzX3tMjcFFYd6XrZaZ37gzBdjz5ts1xk61LbACZgl
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Micro-credential in infant, early childhood mental health established
Northwestern now offers so-

cial service professionals and other 
students two ways to increase their 
training in Infant and Early Child-
hood Mental Health after establish-
ing a micro-credential program, 
which joins a minor in this field that 
began in Fall 2023.

The Department of Social Work 
developed this micro-credential pro-
gram with input from Oklahoma 
Human Services and Western Plains 
Youth and Family Services. This cre-
dential emphasizes the importance 
of supporting the developing parent-
infant relationship and promoting 
secure attachments.

The micro-credential program 
consists of completing one, three-
credit-hour course at Northwestern 
in Infant and Early Childhood Men-
tal Health and six clock hours of ap-
proved infant and early childhood 
mental health training. 

A limited number of scholar-
ships, funded through the Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education 
(OSRHE) Workforce Micro-Cre-
dentials and Rapid Re-Employment 
Initiative grant program, are avail-
able to eligible students.

“Responsive and trusted rela-
tionships are fundamental to infant 
mental health, and having profes-
sionals trained in this field can sup-
port caregivers in helping babies 
learn how to experience, manage and 
express their emotions, establish-
ing a foundation for lifelong health 
and well-being,” Dr. Kylene Rehder, 
social work department chair, said. 
“This program allows our social ser-
vice professionals an opportunity to 
improve early intervention, enhance 
family support, provide holistic case 
management, and create targeted in-
terventions that mitigate the impact 

of adverse experiences on a child's 
development.”

Coursework and training can be 
taken in person or via distance edu-
cation, allowing flexibility to accom-
modate students’ needs.

“This program is part of a con-
tinuing effort by Northwestern to 
provide educational opportunities 
for those employed in, or pursuing 
careers in, critical needs occupations 
in Oklahoma,” Dr. James Bell, vice 
president for academic affairs, said. 
“We are grateful for OSRHE grant 
funds that have allowed us to help 
meet the need for certified educators, 
corrections officers, and now social 
service professionals.”

As for the established minor in 
infant and early childhood mental 
health, it consists of 20 credit hours 
in the fields of education, psychology 
and social work and also will be ad-
ministered through the Department 
of Social Work. The minor is de-

signed for students in a helping pro-
fession with an interest in integrating 
knowledge of infant and childhood 
mental health into their profession-
al practice. The coursework guides 
professionals in understanding the 
complexities of infant and early 
childhood mental health for practi-
cal application in their major disci-
plines.

For more information regarding 
the micro-credential program, visit 
https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-
arts-and-sciences/social-work and 
click on the gray tab named “Infant & 
Early Childhood Mental Health Mi-
cro-Credential.” Questions can also 
be directed to Bell at jlbell@nwosu.
edu or Rehder at kdrehder@nwosu.
edu. 

More information about the mi-
nor and the courses required can be 
found online at www.nwosu.edu/un-
dergraduate-catalog and by search-
ing the publication for the title.

(right) Carol Stocking MSW, LCSW, RPT, and Western Plains Youth and Family 
Services Infant and Early Childhood Program Director who also serves as a social 
work adjunct instructor at Northwestern visits with Cammi Rogge, Alva senior 
majoring in social work, at the WPYFS facility in Woodward.
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Family Day events held on campus Sept. 28
Family Day at Northwestern 

was Saturday, Sept. 28. The annual 
event, organized by students in the 
Northwestern Scholar Ambassa-
dor (NSA) leadership group, brings 
families to campus where they can 
take tours, purchase Ranger gear, 
shop for tuition scholarships, at-
tend a Ranger soccer and football 
game and more.

Families are invited to visit the 
Alva merchants to “shop for tu-
ition” to register for a $500, $300 
or $200 tuition giveaway for the 
spring semester of 2025. “Shop-
ping for Tuition” took place on 
Tuesday, Sept. 24, through Satur-
day, Sept. 28. Families can register 
once per merchant location. The 
winning individuals were present-
ed with their awards during half-
time of Saturday’s football game.

Current students whose 
parent(s) are Northwestern alum-
ni were invited to attend a lunch 
at noon with their families in the 
Student Center Ranger Room, 
courtesy of the Northwestern 
Foundation and Alumni Associa-
tion. Participants should register 
by Sep

Family Day registration was 
held on Saturday beginning at 
noon  in the Northwestern Stu-
dent Center commons area. Fami-
lies received free tickets to the 
football game and a chance to win 
additional prizes. The bookstore 
was open to purchase Northwest-
ern merchandise. And, the Ranger 
Market was open for families to 
buy Starbucks drinks and snacks.

At noon on Saturday was a 
women’s soccer game against 
Oklahoma Baptist University.

On Saturday, a new activity 

took place – A Family Cornhole 
Tournament held just outside the 
Student Center. 

Another fun activity on Satur-
day was the Alva Mural Scavenger 
Hunt. Families took selfies with 
one of the various murals in Alva 
for one point. Those who gathered 
10 points (10 photos) received 
10% off in the NWOSU Bookstore. 
Those who gathered 20 points (20 
photos) received 20% off in the 
NWOSU Bookstore. All photos 
had to be shown to those attend-
ing the registration table in the 
Student Center on Saturday. 

Families were also invited to 
the free Tailgate Party starting on 

the fourth 
parking tier 
at Ranger 
Field. The 
food and 
drinks were 
served for 
free thanks 
to several 
s p o n s o r s 
whose names 
can be found 
on the Fam-
ily Day web 

page.
Saturday’s pre-game events 

wrapped up at 6 p.m. when the 
Northwestern Ranger football 
team took on Southeastern Okla-
homa State University.

“Family Day is a time for stu-
dents to showcase their university 
to their families,” Ethan Sacket, 
student success coordinator and 
Northwestern Scholar Ambas-
sadors’ sponsor, said. “NSA is a 
great group of students who have 
worked hard to create a fun-filled 
day for all ages.”

For more information, please 
contact Sacket at egsacket@nwosu.
edu or (580) 327-8606.

Celebrating 
Family 
day with 
a lunch at 
Ranger Field, 
left, and 
registering at 
the Student 
Center.
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Northwestern officials announced an increase in 
enrollment for the fall 2024 semester. Currently, there 
are 2,081 students enrolled as Rangers, which is near-
ly an 8 percent increase. Credit hours have increased 
more than 4 percent.

Almost every category of enrollment has seen an 
increase. 

• First-time freshman at Northwestern increased 
by over 2 percent. 

• The Northwestern-Enid campus increased en-
rollment by 7 percent. 

• The Northwestern-Woodward campus saw a 42 
percent increase in first-time freshmen. 

• Total undergraduate enrollment increased by 
over 2 percent.

• Graduate enrollment increased by nearly 48 
percent. 

• Concurrent enrollment increased by 15 percent 
in head count and 22 percent in credit hours.

“The increased enrollment is always a positive sign 
for Northwestern,” Dr. Bo Hannaford, university presi-
dent, said. “Having this increase shows a great dedica-
tion of not only our faculty and staff, but especially the 
recruitment team. We are proud of the efforts campus-
wide and are happy to see these new Rangers on cam-
pus.”

Tuition did not increase for the fourth year in a row 
and about 50 percent of undergraduates are debt-free. 

To become a Ranger, email recruit@nwosu.edu.

Enrollment increases
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Northwestern partners with Nile University in Nigeria
Northwestern’s Dr. Shawn 

Holliday, associate dean of 
graduate studies, initiated a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) with Nile University 
of Nigeria, located in Abuja, the 
capitol of Nigeria. 

This agreement will allow 
Nigerian students to receive an 
American education while stay-
ing in their home country. This 
partnership will also provide 
increased tuition revenue for 
Northwestern, as well as an in-
creased international presence. 

“The purpose of this partner-
ship is to develop a framework 

for cooperation between North-
western and Nile University of 
Nigeria that will allow Nigerian 
students to stay in their home 
country to take college-level, 
credit-bearing courses from 
Northwestern that will lead to 
graduate degrees and market-
able skills,” Holliday said. 

Coursework will be provided 
to students at Nile University 
via interactive television, online 
and hybrid formats.

Nigerian students have the 
opportunity to 
enroll in the 
Master of Arts 

in Heritage Tourism and Con-
servation program, the Master 
of Education in Adult Educa-
tion Management and Adminis-
tration program, the Master of 
Science in General Psychology 
program, or in graduate-level 
English/literature courses, be-
ginning in the spring 2025 se-
mester.

For more information on 
this partnership, please contact 
Holliday at (580) 327-8589 or 
spholliday@nwosu.edu.

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/Y8XuY4LM3YJKGPYG/
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Smash Brothers tournament held on Alva campus
Northwestern’s Esports team 

played host to an Oklahoma Scho-
lastic Esports Smash Brothers Tour-
nament on Sept. 30 on Northwest-
ern’s Alva campus Student Center 
Ballroom. Eleven area high schools 
and middle school were on campus 
for the tournament. 

High schools competing in-
cluded Blackwell, Buffalo, Chey-
enne, Guymon, Hammon, Laverne, 
Leedey, Ponca City, Watonga, Way-
noka and Taloga. Middle schools 
competing were Blackwell, Chey-
enne, Hammon, Taloga and Wa-
tonga. 

There were preliminary matches 
in the morning with winners ad-

vancing to final matches in the after-
noon. Individual awards were given 
at the end of the tournament. The 
top three high school students and 
top three middle school students 
advanced to state playoffs.

Anyone in-
terested in Es-
ports at North-
western can 
contact Evan 
Vaverka, in-
structor of com-
puter science, 
at epvaverka@
nwosu.edu or 
esports@nwosu.
edu. Scholar-

ships are available. 
More about Northwestern’s De-

partment of Mathematics and Com-
puter Science is available at www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sci-
ences/math-and-computer-science. 

https://www.facebook.com/NWTV7/videos/899277565172854
https://bit.ly/3N4FkVA
http://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/math-and-computer-science
http://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/math-and-computer-science
http://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/math-and-computer-science
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For assistance with obtaining your
campus parking sticker, Northwestern ID, 
ADA Services, and so many other services,

contact the Student Services office,
Ryerson Hall  126, studentservices@nwosu.edu

https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTeachersCloset/posts/pfbid0TdbuXaGWYboZAi6iFi7NXXcxAViKtvecHDdfw6yssVEqJtsiGZfeYi4e6s6DWhtjl
https://bit.ly/3N6vMt0
https://www.facebook.com/NWTV7/videos/1070336857875945
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/parade-marshals-nwosu-gave-excellent-education/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSmw1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHYwnFiawp8dVqP8RUsJ8gI4MWft1PaKEzKswvY8L7QipuVO1Xrez0n-WEQ_aem__6FtiWTeRyWqxEwSnxECAw
mailto:studentservices%40nwosu.edu?subject=
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Northwestern celebrates Family Day, presents prizes, scholarships
The Doug Moss Family trav-

eled 1,300 miles from Irvine, Cal-
ifornia, to Ranger Field to claim 
the award for traveling the fur-
thest distance to the Northwest-
ern Family Day events this past 
weekend. They are the family of 
Beck Moss, a senior health and 
sports science education major.

Students and their families 
were able to “Shop for Tuition” 
all week by visiting several Alva 
merchants to register for a $500, 

$300 or $200 tuition giveaway 
from the Northwestern Founda-
tion.

Winners of those tuition 
scholarships recognized at half-
time of the football game includ-
ed Bo Stewart, a freshman health 
and sports science education 
major and member of the Ranger 

Baseball team from Alva, 
who won the $500 tuition 
giveaway; Wilson Cal, a 
graduate student studying 
adult education manage-
ment and administration 
and member of the Rang-
er Football team from 
Fullerton, California, the 
winner of the $300 tuition 
prize; and Johnathon Sny-
der, a junior instrumental 
music major and member 
of the Ranger Band from 
Oklahoma City, the $200 
tuition prize winner.

Families registered 
in the Student Center Saturday 
to receive tickets that would al-
low them free entry into the 
Ranger football game that day. 
Families were also able to shop 
in the Northwest-
ern Bookstore and 
buy products in the 
Ranger Market. Sev-
eral family groups 
also participated in a 
corn hole tournament 
during the afternoon 
while others captured 
photos of the murals 
around Alva for an 
opportunity to re-
ceive a percent off 
from the Northwest-
ern Bookstore. Fami-
lies also were able 

Johnathon Snyder, a junior instrumental 
music major from Oklahoma City and 
member of the Ranger Band, waves to 
the crowd after accepting his $200 tuition 
prize from the Northwestern Foundation 
and Alumni.

Alva freshman health and sports science education 
major Bo Stewart (left) accepts his $500 tuition 
prize with his parents, Chris Stewart (center) and 
Tisha Stewart (right).

Lisa Cal (left) and Dennis Cal (right) 
accept a $300 scholarship prize on behalf 
of their son Wilson Cal during halftime 
of the Family Day Football game against 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
on Sept. 28.

to attend a Lady Ranger soccer 
game.

The Northwestern Founda-
tion and Alumni Association 
staff also played host to a free 
lunch for Northwestern alumni 
and their children who current-
ly are attending the university. 
Thirty-five people from 12 alum-
ni family groups attended the 

Johnathon Snyder, a junior instrumental music major 
from Oklahoma City and member of the Ranger Band, 
waves to the crowd after accepting his $200 tuition prize 
from the Northwestern Foundation and Alumni.

Continued to page 42



42  Spotlight

luncheon in the Ranger Room. 
“We always enjoy bringing 

our alumni together to catch up 
and to make new friends,” said 
John Allen, director of alumni 
relations. “This alumni event 
grows every year, and we are 
grateful for the time to share the 
excitement of Northwestern’s 
Family Day.” 

Rounding out the day’s events 
was a free tailgate meal at Ranger 
Field before the kickoff of the 
football game. The hamburgers 
and hot dogs were sponsored 
by Alva Health & Wellness; Ed-
ward Jones; The Eye Site; Farm 
Credit of Western Oklahoma; G 
& G Home Furnishings; Home-
town Dentist; Holder Drug; Ig-
nite Physical Therapy; K & S 
Tire; Primerica; Rialto Cinema; 

Continued from page 41

Family Day...
Shirley Farms; Showtime Nutri-
tion; Western Equipment; Windy 
Ford; and the Woods County 
Farm Bureau.

For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about Family 
Day or North-
western visit 
h t t p s : / / w w w.
n w o s u . e d u /
family-day or 
please contact 
Ethan Sacket, 
Student Suc-
cess Coordina-
tor, at egsack-
et@nwosu.edu 
or (580) 327-
8606, or Calleb 
Mosburg, Dean 
of Student Af-

fairs and Enrollment Manage-
ment, at cnmosburg@nwosu.edu 
or (580) 327-8415.

https://www.facebook.com/nwosuww/posts/pfbid0JRZjcXcapUZcTsDKbYVjUQpZxBzo7LkTEdsczkVxKzAXchvsxFhQpY5o7iKWYtZvl
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/mBkpJh3KGwt44QZU/
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Ledbetter shares knowledge of reptiles, amphibians
As part of the Cherokee 

Main Street’s October Stroll on 
Oct. 12, Dr. Nicholus Ledbet-
ter, assistant professor of biol-
ogy at Northwestern, gave a talk 
on common snakes of northwest 
Oklahoma in the Cherokee Pub-
lic Library. 

From 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
visitors were able to meet live 
snakes and other reptiles/am-
phibians like a spotted salaman-
der, a bull snake and more.

“Living with snakes is some-
thing that every person in 
northwest Oklahoma has to deal 
with,” Ledbetter said. “This talk 

will give insight on how to iden-
tify which snakes are dangerous 
and what to do if you encounter 
one.”

This event was in collabora-
tion with the Salt Plains Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge.

For more information con-
tact Ledbetter at nmledbetter@
nwosu.edu or (479) 466-0013 or 
with the Refuge’s Melissa Robell 
at (580) 596-6454.

For more information on 
Northwestern’s Department of 
Natural Science, visit https://
www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-
and-sciences/natural-science. Nicholus Ledbetter

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zUBYyaU77k2tExqz/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/jYqqH3vAxVZwEqFg/
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Social Sciences presents Teaching American History Cold War seminar
The Northwestern Department 

of Social Sciences invited the public 
to the Enid Campus for a free semi-
nar offered by Teaching American 
History.

The rise of tension between the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
is a story that has often been told. 
How did these developments abroad 
affect life in the United States? “Cold 
War on the Home Front: 1945 – 
1954” was a one-day seminar led 
by Eric Pullin, associate professor 
of history and Asian studies at Car-
thage College in Kenosha, Wiscon-
sin. Pullin earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in history from Rockford College, 
a Master of Arts in history from 
Northern Illinois University, a Mas-
ter of Arts in Labor and Industrial 
Relations from the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-Champaign, and a 
Ph.D. in history from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

“This was a great professional 
development opportunity for our 
teacher candidates and area teach-
ers,” said Jana Brown Pittman, in-
structor of history at Northwestern 
and organizer of the event. “Even 
if you are not a history teacher, the 
discussion was very informative and 
interesting.”

The seminar focused on postwar 
anti-communism, culminating in 
the McCarthy Era, but also focused 
on changes in home and family life, 
as well as popular culture and reli-
gion in the postwar period.

This program was conducted 
as a discussion, utilizing primary 
source documents as the only read-
ings, with Pullin facilitating the con-
versation instead of lecturing or pre-
senting. Primary sources were made 
available to 
those who reg-
ister. Registrants 

were highly encouraged to read 
all the documents in advance and 
come ready with questions. Teach-
ers received a letter of attendance at 
the conclusion of the seminar.

“We especially encouraged reg-
istration by teachers who have not 
participated in a previous Teaching 
American History seminar,” said 
Cristi Putman, teacher programs 
administrator for Teaching Ameri-
can History. “Thank you for all you 
do to educate young citizens.”

For more information about the 
Northwestern Department of Social 
Sciences visit: https://www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/
social-sciences or contact Dr. Eric 
Schmaltz, department chair and 
professor of history, at ejschmaltz@
nwosu.edu or call (580) 327-8526. 
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New practicum partnership announced with correctional center
The Northwestern Depart-

ment of Social Work is thrilled 
to announce an innovative new 
practicum partnership with 
the Bill Johnson Correctional 
Center (BJCC) in Alva.

This new paid partnership 
is designed to provide social 
work students with hands-on 
experience in a correctional 
setting, offering a unique op-
portunity to apply their knowl-
edge and skills in a practical 
environment.

This collaboration aims to 
enhance the educational expe-
rience of social work students 
while making a meaningful im-
pact on the lives of individuals 
within the correctional system, 
bridging the gap between aca-
demic theory and real-world 
practice.

BJCC wil l  ser ve as an ideal 
sett ing for students to engage 
with diverse and complex 
cases.  The pract icum wil l  a l-
low students to work closely 
with correct ional  staf f  and 
inmates,  gaining insights into 
the chal lenges and opportuni-
t ies  within the criminal  jus-
t ice system. 

 “The Social Work Field 
Education Program and North-
western Community Service 
Provider at BJCC are essential 
partners, combining systemic 
understanding with individu-
alized care,” said Trent Spade, 
treatment director at BJCC. 
“Their collaboration ensures 
comprehensive support, boosts 
mental health, and fortifies 
community resilience by ad-
dressing both widespread and 
personal challenges.”

Jenna Maier, a junior social 
work major from Alva and cur-
rent practicum student, said, 
“The partnership between the 
Northwestern Department of 
Social Work and BJCC has pro-
vided me with a unique practi-
cum opportunity. The experi-
ence I’m gaining from my work 
and colleagues is setting me 
apart from my peers.”

Maier added that she has al-
ready seen the difference this 
program makes in the lives of 
inmates.

“I was nervous at first to 
work in a prison,” Maier said, 
“but, the substance abuse treat-
ment program at BJCC is set 
up to highlight the strengths 
of the inmates while teaching 
them skills to main-
tain a sober lifestyle 
once they get out.”

Dr. Kylene Rehder, 
chair of the North-
western Department 
of Social Work and 
professor of social 
work, said this new 
practicum partner-
ship represents a 
milestone achieve-
ment and underscores 
the department’s com-
mitment to preparing 
students for the chal-
lenges and rewards of 
social work practice 
in all its forms.

“We are incredibly 
excited about this new 
collaboration with the 
BJCC,” Rehder said. 
“The Northwestern 
Department of Social 
Work continues to 

expand its efforts to provide 
students with diverse and im-
pactful learning opportunities. 
This partnership represents a 
significant leap in our efforts 
to provide students with com-
prehensive, real-world expe-
rience. Working in a correc-
tional setting will challenge 
our students to think critically, 
adapt quickly, and develop in-
novative solutions to complex 
issues.”

For more information about 
the Northwestern Department 
of Social Work, visit https://
w w w. n w o s u . e d u / s c h o o l - o f -
arts-and-sciences/social-work 
or contact Rehder at kdre-
hder@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8135.

Jenna Maier (left), a junior social work major from 
Alva, is enrolled in the new social work practicum 
partnership with Bill Johnson Correctional Center 
(BJCC). Trent Spade (right) is the treatment director 
at BJCC.
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Several students enjoyed making tie dyed t-shirts during 
Homecoming festivities on the Woodward campus.

https://www.nwosu.edu/news/two-northwestern-seniors-awarded-guthrie-scottish-rite-scholarship-for-fall-2024
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Dr. Kylene Rehder presents research and 
a proposal to the Oklahoma State Board 
of Licensed Social Workers to change the 
Licensed Social Work Associate licensure 
title to Licensed Bachelor’s Social Worker.

Rehder speaks at state Social Workers board meeting
Northwestern social work stu-

dents attended an Oklahoma State 
Board of Licensed Social Workers 
(OSBLSW) board meeting held 
at the Oklahoma Medical Exam-
iner’s Office in Oklahoma City. 

During the board meeting, Dr. 
Kylene Rehder, chair of the depart-
ment of social work and professor 
of social work, presented research 

and proposed 
to change the 
bachelor’s level 
social work li-
censure title 
from a Licensed 
Social Work As-
sociate (LSWA) 
to Licensed 
Bachelor’s So-
cial Worker 
(LBSW).

The motion 
passed and a 
committee was 
tasked with drafting language for 
the creation of a bill to revise the 
Oklahoma Social Work Practice 
Act. 

The practice of social work in 
the state of Oklahoma is declared 
a professional practice and is sub-
ject to regulation by the OSBLSW 
under the Oklahoma Social Work 
Practice Act (O.S. Title 59). The 
purpose of Oklahoma’s Social 
Work Practice Act serves to pro-
mote, preserve, and protect the 
public health, safety and welfare 
by and through the effective con-
trol and regulation of the practice 
of social work and the licensure of 

social workers.
“Since social workers at the 

bachelor’s level can obtain a pro-
fessional license to practice it is 
imperative students understand 
the standards of the profession 
and high levels of accountability 
associated with it,” Rehder said. “I 
am grateful to executive director 
James Marks and the board mem-
bers for their willingness to wel-
come students, provide them with 
the rules and regulations of the 
profession and offer insights into 
the board’s role and functions.”

The OSBLSW board con-
sists of Beverly Coon, board 
chair; Angela Workman Dickson, 
vice chair; Clark Grothe, secre-
tary; and board members April 
Courouleau, Melanie McKinley, 
and David Spencer.

For more information on the 
OSBLSW visit https://oklahoma.
gov/socialworkers.html. 

For more information about 
the Northwestern Department of 
Social Work, visit https://www.
nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-and-
sciences/social-work or contact 
Rehder at kdrehder@nwosu.edu 
or (580) 327-8135.

Social Work students from Northwestern attending the 
Oklahoma State Board of Licensed Social Workers Board 
meeting in September are Hunter McMillin, Alyssa Arambula, 
Makenzie Hoskins, Yasmin Vargas, Harlie Altland, Tori 
(Mahawa) Tyler, Amanda Houldsworth, Kimberly Ruf and 
Samuel Felton.

Social Work Students from Northwestern Oklahoma State Oklahoma University, Oral 
Roberts University, and the University of Oklahoma attend the Oklahoma State Board 
of Licensed Social Workers Board meeting in September.
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/NimDitAgHm1tFuDf/
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Dr.  Roxie James, chair of 
Northwestern’s English, For-
eign Language and Humanities 
department, was voted the co-
chair of the statewide AI Im-

Roxie James

pact Committee. She was one 
of three nominees and received 
more than 60% 
of the vote. 

Dr. James 
has brought 
attention to 
the universi-
ty’s AI Impact 
C o m m i t t e e 
through her 
leadership and 
i n n o v a t i v e 
projects, such 
as the NWOSU 
AI Committee 
Day of Play 
and the survey 
of faculty AI 
use last spring. 

James elected to state AI Impact Committee
Congratulations to Dr. 

James!

https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid0iE6yZygsCnLiL8kUAFoUx7WGNLhgaRW4nBaTVfy81bM5HLHusYEJfh9bbPLjFTbgl
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/H4vyJvzknxdhVj6k/
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Need Information for ALCA? Contact:
Kaylyn Hansen for Assessement, Ext. 8150

Shawn Holliday for Faculty Portfolios, Ext. 8589

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zTohV7TwioaDJmTt/
mailto:klhansen%40nwosu.edu?subject=ALCA%20Question
mailto:spholliday%40nwosu.edu?subject=ALCA%20Information
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Link not available

https://www.facebook.com/NWOSU.Choirs/videos/420630264140263
https://bit.ly/3BK0CFr


53  Spotlight

https://bit.ly/3YrzLHa
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Do you have a current club or organization that 
you sponsor using social media? Make sure you 
make it university official by registering with the 
University Relations department. Contact Kelsey 
Martin or Valarie Case for details.

mailto:kamartin%40nwosu.edu?subject=
mailto:kamartin%40nwosu.edu?subject=
mailto:vcase%40nwosu.edu?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/iT7rSPLmuSwW9YXi/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/zTc52b9NiDY6pqVV/
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https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTeachersCloset/posts/pfbid0QBCg5gL4zFmK8kSPJZ2o2WYjE3BD8VoM8f2zz7JYqVNa5tvdiectE9H9n7Acbia8l
https://bit.ly/4dZgSjm
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Northwestern first stop for art exhibit ‘Building Belonging’
The second-floor gallery in the 

Jesse Dunn Building at Northwestern 
was happy to play host to the exhibition 
“Building Belonging” in November.

The exhibit began in Alva and trav-
eled across the state. 

This exhibition featured the artwork 
of five transplants to Oklahoma. Each 
artist brings their own sense of place 
with them as they engage with and grow 
alongside the places they now call home. 

These artists include Thomas Cor-
nell, an assistant professor of visual art 
at Northwestern; Robin Baker, a teach-
ing assistant professor of foundations 
at Oklahoma State University; Leticia 
R. Bajuyo, an assistant professor in the 
School of Visual Arts at the University of 
Oklahoma; Cassidy Frye, assistant pro-
fessor and studio manager at Tulsa Com-
munity College; and Christyn Overstake, 
assistant professor of art at East Central.

Cornell is a multi-disciplinary artist 
who works across a variety of media. He 
currently is helping to develop the new 
visual arts major at Northwestern and 
serves as a co-director of the Museum 
of Natural History in Jesse Dunn.

He originally hails from North Car-
olina where he earned his Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in studio art and his Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration 
in business management from the Uni-
versity of North Carolina-Charlotte.

Cornell later moved to Indiana 
where he earned his Master of Fine Arts 
in studio art from the University of Notre 
Dame. He has taught at the secondary 
and post-secondary level in Oklahoma, 
Texas, Indiana and North Carolina.

His practice as an artist is medita-
tive and prominently features themes 
relating to natural history, institution-
al display, memory, history and spiri-
tuality. Learn more about Cornell at 
www.tom-cornell.com.

Baker received his Bachelor of 

Arts in photojournalism from the 
University of Kentucky in 2011 and 
his Master of Fine Arts in sculpture 
from Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi in 2014. He is currently a 
teaching assistant professor of foun-
dations at Oklahoma State University.

As a photographer and a sculptor, 
Baker’s work explores the disconnect be-
tween industrial society and the rest of 
the planet. Through the juxtaposition of 
human and natural forms using indus-
trial and natural materials, he strives to 
reveal this disconnection and add to the 
conversation about the destruction nec-
essary to sustain the industrial way of life.

Learn more about Baker at www.
robinbakerart.com.

From a rural town on the border 
of Illinois and Kentucky, Bajuyo began 
creating art in Metropolis, Illinois, long 
before realizing what she was tinkering 
with could be called art. She received 
her Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1998 from 
the University of Notre Dame and her 
Master of Fine Arts in 2001 from the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville.

Learn more about Bajuyo at 
www.leticiabajuyo.com.

Growing up in a military family, 
Frye was raised around uniforms and 
multiple moves without a sense of per-
manence. This con-
tinues to shape her 
work, by expressing 
the feeling of never 
finding a place to call 
home. Home is not 
a permanent place 
that she can return 
to, it is a place that 
follows in travels.

Frye received 
her Master of Fine 
Arts from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee-
Knoxville. Learn 

more about Frye at www.cassidyfrye.
com.

Overstake is a multi-disciplinary 
artist living and working in the United 
States. Their background as a certified 
welder and fabricator in manufactur-
ing informs their material and process 
decisions, as well as their conceptual 
and philosophical frameworks.

Overstake received a Bachelor of 
Arts in sculpture from Northern Arizo-
na University, and a Master of Fine Arts 
in sculpture from Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi. They serve on the 
Board of Directors of the Mid-South 
Sculpture Alliance, and their work has 
been shown and collected in galleries, 
museums, and public sculpture walks 
across the United States and interna-
tionally. Learn more about Overstake at 
www.christynoverstake.com.

The gallery is located in JD 218 (on 
the south side of the building nearest Vin-
son Hall) and is open Monday through 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Addi-
tional hours are available by appointment. 
Please contact Cornell by email at tacor-
nell@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8111.

For more information about the 
Wisdom Family Foundation Visu-
al Arts Program, visit https://www.
nwosu.edu/visualarts. 

“Building Belonging” is a group exhibition featuring the 
artwork of five transplants to Oklahoma. The exhibit is open 
now through Nov. 21 in Room 218 of the Jesse Dunn Building.

http://www.tom-cornell.com
http://www.robinbakerart.com
http://www.robinbakerart.com
http://www.leticiabajuyo.com
http://www.cassidyfrye.com
http://www.cassidyfrye.com
http://www.christynoverstake.com
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosusocialwork/posts/pfbid04n1XcMez9vbgozZwirUWCjoE1HySL2Zh1WQ7xrNYDBRhQx1xk7Hx8iKYtyaWLRWXl
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid0Lzdu9Apx3XQ1EXN3unBtA2xc1gmxYVhirH91tnSqPPSrYiAt863wBDcVhigjz7egl
https://bit.ly/3NG3dTz


58  Spotlight

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/iTu5TQwT1ZdLtpBp/
http://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=search&v=1251196139527721&external_log_id=283cd914-443f-425d-af86-19c1a447331e&q=Had%20to%20bring%20out%20the%20Miss%20NW%20glasses%20one%20last%20time
https://x.com/NWOSU_English/status/1851294738768441493/photo/1
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/r9i1k6oAuMV9rc59/
https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0nSB4nBQqQP6DSKAyoPiSrpHKeczRoEVw8W5h1Xo8WArQ3JB2c5Bk6Pqg7aL6pLnJl


59  Spotlight



60  Spotlight

https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0tKTRUkbeQ7BJgiKfH8iQHNJ9yHCLzih3yZZctWUkuAcRmNNCGYndc6GMTKpcTXbTl
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/o95RU6Rd8bYDmsPW/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/YjQoABTvscUXFho8/
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/banned-book-reading-with-sigma-tau-delta/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSmqBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUA2UcR13GP0bo3aQXJYEnl_KQnZFiVdqDsbFz09tExk-qP5dbwq5iEVqg_aem__RY0M7X2FrbhL7sP9j8b_g
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https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1061590149092195&set=pcb.1061592079092002
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Bradt recognized with
‘Library of the Month’

Click for Full Story

Who do you talk
to about tutoring?

Contact Aleysa Rose,  (Ext. 8149), IE 113,     
Academic Success Center Coordinator,

for information on getting things set up.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1063075468946545&set=pcb.1063075565613202
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid02F7aBB1tdK6WKK4LDUKvgcFvfrzG4U3Kgege11PYuurRpS3tkKR3ccBaMWCraMZoXl
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid02rXH6PMkhmo8FgMFoG7UM14BrYYKyaNstRdL3Wf2h61shKWjtP78zK9mEDnEuBpRjl
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/OKSDE/bulletins/3c1d44c?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3CUszF1Bb9yU-36_O1MhGATDpepVYHm4hU5_5IzHgEDom4QIYp0hODvyE_aem_vZ_7URL070zY-uxznvgEAw
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/OKSDE/bulletins/3c1d44c?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3CUszF1Bb9yU-36_O1MhGATDpepVYHm4hU5_5IzHgEDom4QIYp0hODvyE_aem_vZ_7URL070zY-uxznvgEAw
mailto:amrose%40nwosu.edu?subject=Need%20Tutoring%20Information
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Many ‘Kindness Day’ projects took place
Nearly 40 groups with nu-

merous projects were registered 
at Northwestern’s three campus 
locations, as well as within the 
community of Alva for the Day 
of Kindness in Northwest Okla-
homa event on Nov. 15.

This was the 
fourth year for 
these Northwest-
ern and Alva com-
munity members 
to work with the 
United Way of 
Northwest Okla-
homa in Enid to 
shine a bigger light 
on kindness, some-
thing the Enid or-
ganization has been doing since 
2015. And, although the Day of 
Kindness in Northwest Okla-
homa was observed on Nov. 15 
this year, the international ob-
servance of World Kindness Day, 
which has been in existence since 
1998, is always celebrated on 
Nov. 13.

“We had projects happening 
at Northwestern from the Ag-
riculture Department handing 
out bee-friendly seed packets 
and Delta Zeta members sharing 
cookie cake in the Student Center 
to groups placing kind messages 
on sticky notes all around cam-
pus,” said Valarie Case, assistant 
director of university relations 
and one of the organizers for the 
local Day of Kindness event. “Our 
Distance Learning Office collect-
ed items from all three campus 
locations for Creature Concerns 
in Alva and Furever Friends in 
Enid, the J.W. Martin Library 
staff handed out popcorn, and 

administrators and academic de-
partment chairs again collected a 
monetary collection to donate to 
one of the public schools within 
our campus site cities to help pay 
off lunch bill balances for vari-
ous families who need it.”

Other North-
western groups 
who registered a 
project included 
Sadie Bier’s and 
Kaylyn Hansen’s 
Habitudes classes, 
Karen Koehn’s and 
Julie Lehr’s Rang-
er Connection 
class, President’s 
Leadership Class 

with numerous projects, Pre-
Nursing Association, Psychology 
Club, SAAC and the Enid and 
Woodward campus locations. 
Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legis-
lature (O.I.L) members handed 
out positive sticky notes while 
attending their annual conven-
tion at the Oklahoma State Capi-
tol on Nov. 13.

“Groups within the Alva 
community also took part in a 
big way,” Case said. “Alva State 
Bank planned several surprise 
acts of kindness throughout the 
day, and BancCentral donated to 
Alva’s Nutrition and Senior Citi-
zen Center.”

Other groups in Alva who 
registered included the BJCC 
staff, Grow and Share Extension 
Group, Hope Pregnancy Cen-
ter, The Little Red Hens, Nam 
& Pops, Nescatunga Arts and 
Humanities Council, Northwest 
Domestic Crisis Services and 
UpliftAlva. Alva High School 

also is had its BALTO Week (Be 
A Light to Others) all week at the 
school.

Any individual, club, school 
class, group, church, civic orga-
nization, business, etc., could be 
involved in this project locally or 
in the surrounding towns – how-
ever big or small. These projects 
were added to the overall list of 
those planning acts of kindness 
and shared with the United Way 
of Northwest Oklahoma.

“We welcomed all those tak-
ing part in projects to post pho-
tos on their social media ac-
counts throughout the day using 
the hashtag #BeKindNWOK,” 
Case said. “Taking photos of 
each activity from creation to de-
livery also was encouraged, with 
photos to be emailed to Case at 
vcase@nwosu.edu for  documen-
tation.

It was also encouraged for 
anyone on the receiving end of 
an act of kindness, to post about 
it using the same hashtag and 
send photos of this as well. 

Monetary donations are al-
ways needed for the event, so if 
any organization or individu-
al would like to be a monetary 
sponsor of the overall Kindness 
Day in Northwest Oklahoma to 
help purchase needed items by 
various non-profit organizations 
in northwest Oklahoma, please 
contact Dan Schiedel, CEO and 
executive director of United Way 
of Northwest Oklahoma in Enid, 
at (580) 237-0821 or dan@unit-
edwayenid.org or Alex Mantz 
with OG&E at mantzaj@oge.
com. 
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McMillin expresses thanks
for help with Bridge BBQ

Many thanks to everyone who came over for 
the Bridge BBQ today. The food was good and we 
had a lot of traffic between classes. I was pleased 
to hear that several students I talked to were ei-
ther planning on coming to NWOSU already or 
were considering it. 

Special thanks to Georgina for setting it all 
up and Kristy for her help. And if you see Crystal, 
thanks her for the sliders!

Pictured are: Front Row, Kristy Davidson, Georgina Herrera, 
Tasi Hughes, Marian Braten-Hall, Natalie Adams, Ryle Kiser. 
Back row, Joseph Paul, Jerry Gustafson, Wayne McMillin, Codi 
Harding, Kelsey Martin, Taylor Randolph, Steve Maier.

Social Work selects 2024-2025 CWPEP recipients
The Department of Social Work 

named two students as stipend recipi-
ents of the Child Welfare Professional 
Enhancement Program (CWPEP) for 
the 2024-25 academic year.

The recipients are Kyra Hussey, 
senior from Okeene and Cammi 
Rogge, senior from Alva.

CWPEP provides funds for stu-
dents who plan careers in child wel-
fare services in Oklahoma. 

“I am truly grateful for the op-
portunity to participate in this pro-
gram,” Hussey said. “It will signifi-
cantly enhance my education and 
contribute to my future career as a 
professional social worker.”

The stipends are awarded to full-
time students majoring in social 
work and provide money toward 
educational expenses to participat-
ing students. Students who receive 
the stipends complete educational 
internships in child welfare agen-
cies within the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Human Services (OKDHS). 
Upon graduation, students are as-
sured employment in the participat-
ing DHS programs. 

“I am both honored and enthusi-
astic to be accepted into the CWPEP 
program,” Rogge said. “This opportu-
nity will deepen my understanding of 
child welfare and enhance my profes-
sional skills, equipping me to make a 
meaningful impact in the field.”      

CWPEP is a Title IV-E partner-
ship between the University of Okla-
homa, the Oklahoma Department 
of Human Services, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Servic-
es Administration for Children and 
Families Council. The University of 
Oklahoma manages the child wel-
fare consortium with Northwestern 
along with East Central University 
and Oral Roberts University. Fund-
ing for the educational program is 
provided by Title IV-E of the Social 
Security Act, called the Child Wel-
fare Training Program. 

“The social work program is 
proud to administer the CWPEP 
program and play an essential role 
in securing and retaining quality so-
cial workers in the public child wel-
fare system,” said Dr. Kylene Rehder, 
department of social work chair, 

CWPEP coordinator, and professor 
of social work. “CWPEP at North-
western has graduated 24 students, 
resulting in $186,200 awarded in 
educational assistance.” 

For more information on 
Northwestern’s Department of So-
cial Work, contact Rehder at (580) 
327-8135 or kdrehder@nwosu.edu. 

The 2024-2025 Child Welfare Professional 
Enhancement Program recipients are (left 
to right): Kyra Hussey, Okeene senior; and 
Cammi Rogge, Alva senior.
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Burlington, Arnett advance to regional BEST Robotics contest in Denver
Students from Burlington High 

School and Arnett High School 
advanced to the Regional BEST 
Robotics competition in Denver, 
Colorado, on Dec. 7-8 after earning 
top placings in the Heartland BEST 
2024 “Low G” contest at Northwest-
erny-Alva on Nov. 2. 

This year the students’ robots 
“went to the moon” to complete var-
ious tasks.

Burlington earned first in the 
BEST Award category, the fourth 
consecutive year for Burlington 
to win this category. Dr. Tim Ma-
harry, co-director of the Heart-
land BEST competition and chair 
of the mathematics and computer 
science department, noted that 
the BEST award includes a mar-
keting presentation, spirit and 
sportsmanship, an engineering 
notebook, a team exhibit, as well 
as robot performance. Burlington 
robotics team also earned the top 
Robot Game Award.

By finishing second in the Ro-
bot Award, Arnett also qualified for 
the regional competition. Maharry 
noted that since Burlington finished 
first in both the BEST and Robot 
Awards, the second place Robot 
Award team advances.  

Students from Arnett and Bur-
lington competed against other 
teams from Colorado, Kansas, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and South Dakota at 
the regional competition in Decem-
ber.

Other winners in the BEST 
overall category were Lawton 
Academy of Arts and Science, 
second; Arnett, third; and Alva 
Robotics, fourth.

Others placing in the Game 
Award category were Alva, third 
and Lawton Academy, fourth.

Special awards went to the fol-
lowing:

• BEST Coach of the Year – Robin 
Coleman of Arnett 

• BEST Spirit & Sportsmanship 
Award – Burlington 

• BEST T-shirt Award – Waynoka 
High School (as voted by the teams)

• Most Elegant Robot – Arnett 
• Most Photogenic Robot – Lawton 

About 125 students, coaches and parents from seven schools in Oklahoma took part 
in Northwestern’s Heartland BEST Robotics Game Day contest Nov. 2 in Percefull 
Fieldhouse at Northwestern-Alva. The Arnett High School (top two rows) and Burlington 
High School (bottom two rows) robotics teams moved forward and competed in the 
regional contest in Denver, Colorado, on Dec. 7-8.

Academy
• Most Robust Robot – Waynoka 
• Founders Award for Creative De-

sign – Burlington 
Other schools participating in-

cluded Leedey High School as well 
as a team from Persimmon Creek 
Robotics, located near Sharon, join-
ing the competiton for the first time 
this year. 

This year marked the 22nd 
year that Northwestern has held a 
BEST competition. BEST stands for 
Boosting Engineering, Science & 
Technology.

To learn more about the Heart-
land BEST Robotics competition 
at Northwestern, contact Maharry 
at (580) 327-8583 or tjmaharry@
nwosu.edu, or co-directors Dr. Mary 
Riegel, professor of mathematics, at 
(580) 327-8437 or mriegel@nwosu.
edu and Dr. Jenny Sattler, associate 
professor of physics and chair of the 
department of natural science, at 
(580) 327-8568 or jasattler@nwosu.
edu.  Information also may be found 
at www.nwosu.edu/school-of-arts-
and-sciences/natural-science/heart-
land-best.

Robin Coleman, Arnett High School 
robotics team (left), is awarded Coach of 
the Year by Heartland BEST co-director 
Dr. Jenny Sattler (right).
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Northwestern alumna Judith 
Ridgeway delivered the commence-
ment address at her alma mater during 
the University’s fall 
commencement 
ceremony on Dec. 
8.

R i d g e w a y ’s 
history with 
Northwestern be-
gan early. Born 
in Missouri, she 
moved in with her 
aunt Aurice Hu-
guley at a young 
age. Huguley 
worked at the uni-
versity for 43 years 
before retiring as a 
finance officer in 1983.

“One of my favorite memories 
is getting to play in the supply room 
because my aunt was the comptrol-
ler,” Ridgeway said. “All the paper and 
pencils in the world were in that sup-
ply room. Pads of colored paper had 
Northwestern Paper Company on it 
so I thought Northwestern was world-
wide.”

Ridgeway graduated from North-
western with two Bachelor of Science 
degrees in psychology and sociology 
in 1970. As a student, she sang with 
the campus singers and enjoyed cam-
pus walks with professor of botany Dr. 
Anna Fisher or learning about Shake-
speare and London from passionate 
professor of English Dr. Julia Sparger.

Upon graduation from North-
western, Ridgeway earned a Juris 
Doctorate in Law from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma in 1975 and began 
her 40-year career as an attorney. She 
is licensed in the Oklahoma District 
Courts, Absentee Shawnee Court, 
Pottowatomie Court, Western Dis-
trict of Oklahoma Federal Courts and 

Supreme Court attorney, alumna delivers fall commencement address
the United States Supreme Court.

Ridgeway uses her decades of pri-
vate practice law experience in crimi-

nal, bankruptcy, 
divorces, child 
custody, and fam-
ily dispute cases in 
lectures on how to 
stay married, chil-
dren’s rights, family 
disputes, conflict 
management, open 
adoption, life after 
divorce, addiction 
and the family and 
personality pro-

filing. She also 
taught classes and 
hosted lectures at 
the University of 
Oklahoma from 
1993 to 2005.

R i d g e w a y 
retired as an at-
torney in 2011, 
but did not slow 
down. She con-
tinued in her 
various roles with 
the Indian Hills 
Restaurant and 
Steakhouse in 
Norman, where 
she started as an 
owner and opera-
tor in 1983. She 
lived in Dubai, 
United Arab 
Emirates from 
2011 until 2016, 
and keeps busy 
with her hobbies 
of chainsawing 
and raising ducks 

and horses. She loves to share her pas-
sion for animals with others, teach-
ing alongside Children Living Best 
Through Horses until 2010.

A pillar of the Little Axe commu-
nity, Ridgeway’s other volunteer work 
includes being active with 12-step 
programs for alcohol and substance 
abuse since 1980 and a board mem-
ber for the Virtue Center, formerly 
the Norman Alcohol Information and 
Recovery Center, for 20 years. She has 
also served as Norman’s local AARP 
tax aide coordinator since 2020 and 
initiated the Little Axe Chamber of 
Commerce and local “trash-off.”

Judith Ridgeway



67  Spotlight

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/p5WSmwABezzNRYcC/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/ZwDmpChCqwhdMPNy/
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid02t4AYyvPw9vcKiPg8p98zqjM4mp2hACzQHS4YTBzZgbwwzcDahFtJub36L3PkRmZUl
https://bit.ly/3QGHRry
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/northwestern-to-celebrate-kindness-day/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSmdZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWWNlmpUlUOtbj5sbRa3CNB3B1CAyFxA81jaBSvK4VkUGEUH5DzkJ0Sv8w_aem_TvgduPufBcRKlt0GjpxgJw
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‘Wizard of Oz’ presented for school children, public
Members of the Reichenberger 

Department of Fine Arts were ex-
cited to present this year’s annual 
theatre production for young audi-
ences: “The Wizard of Oz,” adapted 
by Erin Detrick. 

A public performance of the 
play was presented in Herod Hall’s 
Fellers Family Auditorium on Sat-
urday, Nov. 23. Area school children  
attended on Nov. 21-22.

This imaginative adaptation cap-
tures the heart of L. Frank Baum’s 
classic tale of Dorothy in the Land of 
Oz. A funny and fast-paced journey 
down the yellow brick road, Dorothy 
and her new friends travel to the fa-
bled Emerald City to meet the Great 
Oz. When Oz demands a steep price 
for sending her home to Kansas, a 
perilous new adventure begins.

Kimberly Weast, professor of 
theatre and chair of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts, was the director 
and assisted Lillith Ferrero, a senior 
majoring in speech and theatre from 
Cordell, with lighting design. Lisa 
Turner, an Alva senior majoring in 
speech and theatre, was the stage 
manager. Bella Anguino, a freshman 
speech and theatre major from Glen-
pool, served as the assistant stage 
manager. Scenic design was com-
pleted by Mickey Jordan, director of 
technical theatre and Fellers Family 
Auditorium facilities manager. Jaden 
Matthews, a junior speech and the-
atre major from Hennessey, designed 
the costumes with Turner assisting. 
John Hillman, a sophomore com-
puter science major from Cheyenne, 
facilitated audio design. The theatre 
production I and II classes worked as 
the stage and lighting crews.

Cast members for this produc-
tion included the following:

Alan Garcia, a senior criminal 

justice major from Beaver; Sam 
Grinder, a senior vocal music major 
from Sayre; Anastasia Harper, a se-
nior biology ma-
jor from Alva; 
Jadyn Hendrick-
son, a freshman 
speech and the-
atre major from 
San Tan Valley, 
Arizona; Mae-
gan Holson, a 
senior psychol-
ogy major from 
Waynoka; Kevin 
Jaquez, a sopho-
more vocal mu-
sic major from 
Enid; Aleya 
Johnson, a fresh-
man nursing 
major from Au-
burn, Nebraska; 
Alex Marshall, 
a freshman un-
decided major 
from Alva; Lily 
Post, a freshman 
special educa-

tion major from Ponca City; Kendra 
Puebla, a freshman biology major 
from Felt; Jaylee Ross, a freshman 
mass communication major from 
Crescent; Riley Shires, a sopho-
more English major from Waynoka; 
John Snyder, a junior instrumental 
music major from Oklahoma City; 
Bethany Towns, a senior psychol-
ogy major from Alva; Rosa Vargas, 
a junior instrumental music major 
from Lahoma; Lucas Wood, a fresh-
man vocal music major from Enid; 
and Matthews.

For more information on the-
atre performances and courses at 
Northwestern, contact Weast at 
(580) 327-8462 or kkweast@nwosu.
edu or see more info at www.nwosu.
edu/fine-arts.

https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/education/teachers-closet
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https://www.facebook.com/ucponcacity/posts/pfbid02GoyH5cuZmk3kbQLMm2cNRutbjaRELhHaURDpoVJvi8ajqxcrSNoWYPow8E5NdF5el
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/94c21YVGRF7bRhpv/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/r/aDkU7DnYU3R2fKnL/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/HDLg3ZvZNTEwnm87/
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/8q8GfKcNQ6t2jW54/
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https://www.nwosu.edu/uploads/academics/social-work/infant-early-child-mental-health-micro.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSgeJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHaQNQQwqtdqRvB9JXEV4SEkQCilZlS-DIGq_5qyFVDW_ngcWR8XXo226sw_aem_gSRYJ0ma4IKAHBgbVzPU_A
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https://www.facebook.com/NWTV7/videos/3643003349292763
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/Gbg52P1D8tWm4pJ9/
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https://www.facebook.com/BetaDeltaChapterAtLarge/posts/pfbid02vdtion8wxBCs8HkJPd4TM4a3fjNKWJWFhYnvLGVuqKddMi2ob1cs2ZXXn1Tu1tVVl
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DCFGV2X
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/f2K8Q3JEqiDjztyf/
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Infant,Early Childhood Mental Health Training Academy established
The Department of Social Work 

has been awarded a $40,000 grant 
by the Child Welfare Professional 
Enhancement Program Student Pay-
back Fund Grants to establish an 
Infant and Early Childhood Mental 
Health (IECMH) Training Academy. 

This academy will financially 
support university course work, 
training opportunities for social ser-
vice professionals and offer a paid 
practicum experience in IECMH 
for a senior social work student. 

Infant and early childhood 
mental health focuses on the social-
emotional development of children 
from birth to age 5, highlighting the 
importance of secure parent-child 
relationships. Adverse early experi-
ences can weaken babies’ brain de-
velopment exposing them to under-
developed social and emotional skills 
leaving them at risk in academics, 
socialization and relationship build-
ing. This academy will focus on de-
veloping the essential skills needed to 
foster long-term positive impacts on 
child welfare and community health.

Dr. Kylene Rehder, chair of the 
department of social work, authored 
the grant and will serve as the project’s 

principal investigator and director. 
“By strengthening knowledge 

of IECMH, professionals can play 
a critical role in shaping healthier 
developmental trajectories for chil-
dren, ensuring they receive the 
support needed for emotional and 
mental well-being,” Rehder said.

Rehder said this grant project will 
establish a foundation for lifelong emo-
tional, cognitive and social well-being 
for young Oklahomans. The training 
academy would provide students and 
professionals in Oklahoma with knowl-
edge on brain development, emotional 
regulation, social relationships, cogni-
tive development and prevention.

IECMH Training Academy will 
serve as a support to an existing part-
nership with the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Human Services (OKDHS) 
child welfare department and the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher 
Education Workforce offering an 
IECMH micro-credential program. 
This grant is be-
ing administered 
by the University 
of Oklahoma on 
behalf of OK-
DHS to assist the 

department in retaining quality pro-
fessional social workers in the public 
child welfare system.

To learn more about Northwestern’s 
Department of Social work programs, 
the training academy or the new mi-
cro-credential, contact Rehder at kdre-
hder@nwosu.edu or (580) 327-8135 or 
visit https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-
arts-and-sciences/social-work. 

Carol Stocking, (left) Instructor of Infant 
& Early Childhood Mental Health and 
Dr. Kylene Rehder, (right) chair of the 
Northwestern Department of Social Work, 
announce the upcoming Infant and Early 
Childhood Mental Health Training Academy 
at Northwestern.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/2vgGe2iKemNnBXBK/
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Northwestern‘s jazz ensemble 
members presented their free fall 
semester concert on Dec. 5 in Fellers 
Family Auditorium in Herod Hall. 

The ensemble performed works 
by the Glenn Miller Orchestra, 
Henry Mancini, Ray Charles and 
the Kingsmen under the direction 
of Max Ridgway, adjunct instructor 
of music. 

The following students were fea-
tured in this concert:

Celeste Alvarado on tenor sax-
ophone, Woodward sophomore 
majoring in instrumental music; 

Jade Campbell on alto saxophone, 
Woodward junior majoring in in-
strumental music; Levi Crumpton 
on drums, Cushing junior majoring 
in vocal music; Samantha Grimes 
on bass trombone, Enid freshman 
majoring in instrumental music; 
Samuel Grinder on guitar, Sayre se-
nior majoring in vocal music; Wil-
lem Johnson on bass guitar, Enid 
junior majoring in health and sports 
science education; Johnathon Sny-
der on trombone, Oklahoma City 
junior majoring in instrumental 
music; Bethany Towns on baritone 

saxophone, Alva 
senior major-
ing in psychol-
ogy; and Mikayla 
White on trum-
pet, Paola, Kan-

sas, senior majoring in health and 
sports science education.

Other jazz ensemble members 
include Jeffrey Cher-Aime on trom-
bone, Newkirk graduate student in 
American Studies; Kacie Penner on 
alto saxophone, Fairview junior ma-
joring in instrumental music; Chris 
Perez on trumpet, Laverne junior 
majoring in instrumental music; 
Rosa Vargas on tenor saxophone, 
Lahoma junior majoring in instru-
mental music; and Hadley Weathers 
on trumpet, Ringwood freshman 
majoring in mass communication.

For more information about the 
instrumental and music education 
program visit https://www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/
fine-arts/bands-and-instrumental-
music.

Jazz ensemble performs concert Dec. 5

Members of the Jazz Ensemble perform at the fall concert on 
Dec. 5 in the Fellers Family Auditorium inside Herod Hall.

https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/posts/pfbid0UH4WPrW78zcZCXC3vTBZmjJBLmRBZuckGVBmhw6SB2fwjN8CWJLeV6VLFBPCzTupl
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http://www.NWOSU.edu/campus-cabinet
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/ykyf9GEfWe4P6eSX/
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Piano Delivery Day!
Thanks to a generous gift from Bill & Billie 

Buckles -- a Steinway piano -- for use in the 
Fellers Family Auditorium inside Herod Hall. 
The piano was delivered on Nov. 25. Dr. Edu-
ardo Moreira oversaw the delivery and tested 
the new piano out.

First Performance, Holiday Gala
December 7, 2025
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https://bit.ly/4eOKS1X
https://bit.ly/3ZaG6WR
https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUTheatre/videos/1655827691813582
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The Northwestern chorale, University Singers and 
bands gathered for the annual Holiday Gala in the Fellers 
Family Auditorium in Herod Hall on Saturday, Dec. 7.

The choirs and bands played and sang holiday fa-
vorites. The choirs were under the direction of Derrick 
Bready, director of choral studies and instructor of mu-
sic, and the band was under the direction of Cara Bradt, 
adjunct instructor of instrumental music.

Immediately following the concert, guests were in-
vited to gather on the lawn of Herod Hall where a deco-
rated Christmas tree lighted for the Northwestern holi-
day season.

For more information about the Holiday Gala or 
music programs, contact Bready at (580) 327-8692 or 
by email at debready@nwosu.edu or visit the Reichen-
berger Department of Fine Arts online at www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-arts-and-sciences/fine-arts.

Kimberly Weast, chair of the department of Fine Arts, welcomed 
the audience to the Holiday Gala. She then took time to 
publicly thank the Fellers Family for its gift to help renovate the 
auditorium. The auditorium has been named for the Fellers 
Family. Weast also thanked Bill and Billie Buckles for their gift 
of a new Steinway piano. The piano was first used in the night’s 
concert.

Dr. Derrick Bready leads the university’s choir accompanied by 
guest string musicians.

Calleb Mosburg, left, and his best assistant provide apple cider 
and hot chocolate to those who attended the Holiday Gala.

Choirs, bands team up
for annual holiday gala

Cara Bradt, adjunct instructor of music, leads the university 
band during the holiday gala.

At the close of the concert, the university choir headed outside to 
sing when the campus Christmas tree was lit.
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https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/practice/student-intern-to-professional-transition-smoothly-social-work-practice/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSgTNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHWXHynkJbIj0x2BiTPdMzrFpEsq-MVEnzqIWNtHX2D_QihbwA4OZ7AoRKA_aem_s8EUAfiKZ4WLlkxaYrcgIw
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Poindexter champions creative integration of Arts, STEM
Northwestern associate profes-

sor of visual arts David Poindex-
ter presented at the Oklahoma Art 
Educators Association (OAEA) Fall 
Conference.

The lecture titled “STEAM: 
Connecting the Arts with STEM 
Disciplines for Improved Outcomes 
for All” highlighted how incorporat-
ing artistic skills like creative think-
ing and design can enhance STEM 
courses. Poindexter emphasized the 
benefits of hands-on education and 
collaboration, promoting creativity 
and curiosity at the core.

The OAEA Fall Conference is 
an annual event that brings together 
art educators from across the state. 
It provides a platform for sharing 
ideas, learning new techniques and 

networking with peers. The con-
ference includes workshops, pre-
sentations and discussions led by 
experienced educators and artists, 
covering a wide range of topics in 
art education. Attendees gain valu-
able professional development op-
portunities, fresh inspiration and 
practical strategies to enhance their 
teaching practices and foster cre-
ativity in the classroom.

For more information about the 
OAEA, visit www.oaea-ok.org.

For more information about the 
Visual Arts program at Northwest-
ern, visit www.nwosu.edu/visualarts 
or contact Poindexter at dapoind-
exter@nwosu.edu or call (580) 327-
8108.

David Poindexter

https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid027hHUvWEbY7YCt13G1RSPmHXsfcTBcdeKv3An1qUkipAbMpjxCTgs9nQ4VJmYaeUxl
http://www.oaea-ok.org
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/new-way-of-dining-for-northwestern-students/
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https://www.facebook.com/NWOSUenid/posts/pfbid0Z4thggBrkJhWECDWKPp91fddvCTc94K55J4JaAf9pnqqPhFBsMvaw6FCJEipRsZtl
https://northwesternnews.rangerpulse.com/construction/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHSmRJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHSN7jZmfUJvzBOR4plyfJr38D0yvyt-VOiXoOIj9DmtuKHbXE87nFpurHw_aem_7ooIxQ6M4fRS1RyXf3r5AA
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/YGYu1S26uiamtjXY/
https://www.facebook.com/MissNorthwestern/posts/pfbid037vPXPbuPWVLqf5ueRYyxnRYx466oNdv2Jm5StXmzxCMjo7WEerwXSeG5oJbu6dzZl
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Video Links
University Relations Video

Facebook Video
Athletics YouTube Video

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/b91ASpURnm2nujjB/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/wq8kVdFQRfkt6RKL/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/5SGRGFDvX56TmjA4/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksXM7SZtDN4
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/tv1J54wPCZjHQ5Fk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr4rjzhWLzE
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https://www.facebook.com/MissNorthwestern/videos/1411920026853280
https://www.facebook.com/MissNorthwestern/posts/pfbid0qga9zfKaq7NmhPA32LqKEJnPBAMTAK4JuG1b4hFYKBPp2EPQkxQPomHh3D36kDM4l
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For students and 
employees in need.
www.nwosu.edu/
campus-cabinet

We’re here if you need us.

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1064053478831185
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/e7LRMiCVbr6Rtnsg/
https://ournorthwestern.org
http://www.nwosu.edu/campus-cabinet
http://www.nwosu.edu/campus-cabinet
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McBride to present at New Zealand conference
Associate professor of business 

Dr. Theresa McBride will be pre-
senting at the third annual Manage-
ment and Organizational Behavior 
Teaching Society (MOBTS) Ocea-
nia conference Jan. 29 - 31, 2025, at 
the University of Auckland in Auck-
land, New Zealand. 

McBride will present with col-
leagues from Norwich University 
and the U.S. Coast Guard. She is 
being sponsored by the Holli-An-
derson Faculty Development Award 
and the Northwestern Division of 
Business.

MOBTS was founded in 1974 
and incorporated in 1981 as the 
Organizational Behavior Teaching 
Society (OBTS). The organization 
updated its name to MOBTS in July 
2017.

MOBTS is dedicated to pro-
moting excellence in the teaching 
of management and organizational 
behavior. The mission of MOBTS is 
to provide a forum for the exchange 
of ideas, information, and materials 

among its members, and to promote 
the improvement of teaching and 
research in the field of management 
and organizational behavior.

MOBTS offers opportunities for 
members to collaborate on teaching 
and research projects and to par-
ticipate in professional development 
workshops and training sessions. 
The society publishes two journals, 
the Journal of Management Educa-
tion (JME) and Management Teach-
ing Review (MTR), which provide a 
platform for the publication of orig-
inal research on teaching and learn-
ing in management and organiza-
tional behavior, as well as teaching 
techniques. For more information, 
visit mobts.org/.

For more information about 
the Northwest-
ern Division of 
Business, visit 
w w w. n w o s u .
edu/school-of-
profe s s i on a l -
studies/business 

or contact Dr. Garret Lahr, division 
chair and assistant professor of busi-
ness, at galahr@nwosu.edu or (580) 
327-8510.

Theresa McBride

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/uWmXfeL4Rabi4Tvf/
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https://www.facebook.com/reel/594716279729039
https://www.nwosu.edu/uploads/academics/social-work/newsletter/fall-2024-newsletter.pdf
https://www.nwosu.edu/course-schedules
https://www.nwosu.edu/course-schedules
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To find photos from 
this school year and past
years, follow this link: 
https://www.nwosu.edu/university-
relations/nwosu-photos

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/7ow3TN6xuxuryNkb/
https://www.nwosu.edu/university-relations/nwosu-photos
https://www.nwosu.edu/university-relations/nwosu-photos
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Bell, Maier visit University Center at Ponca City
Dr. James Bell, vice president for academic affairs, 

and Dr. Steve Maier, dean of faculty, visited the Univer-
sity Center in Ponca City in December.  Tim Williams, 
University Center director, and Sarah Martin, nursing 
instructor, gave the pair a tour and brainstormed for 
ways the institutions can work together to benefit stu-
dents.

Above: Steve Maier gets a little drone video of the facility 
while Sarah Martin and James Bell watch.

Right: Sarah Martin, James Bell, Steve Maier and Tim 
Williams get together at the University Center in Ponca City.

https://www.facebook.com/nwosueducation/videos/477648134924783
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A few of the campus improvements made during the fall semester

Sod was laid in different locations
on campus. This is near Herod Hall.

Tree 
removals and trimming 

happened across 
campus.

Work done near Herod 
Hall and Science are  

pictured. 

Utilizing part of the university’s  
one-time deferred maintenance 

funds from the state of Oklahoma, 
Northwestern started a series of roof 

replacements.  Beginning Nov. 20,  
work began on the V-shaped roof 

on Vinson Hall.  Other roofs slated 
for replacement include the Science 

Building, Health and Sports Science 
Building, Wellness Center (flat roof) 

and Coronado Cafeteria.
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Herod Hall Updates
Renovation continued in Herod Hall through the fall 
semester.  The construction crew and Northwestern 

maintenance workers made things happen.
A few of the big changes are pictured here.
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/TuVvCVtFuptgiouC/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/vVcA3ZxT9B6gYHMi/
https://bit.ly/3DnKJFz
https://ournorthwestern.org/get-involved/events-programs/sports-hall-of-fame
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https://www.facebook.com/reel/1632777307620068
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/6DYpn2ffBUxz2SJZ/
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Nursing - Applications for the RN-to-BSN online program are open for the Spring 2025, 
Summer 2025, and Fall 2025 cohorts. Click here for more information: https://www.nwosu.
edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/online-rn-to-bsn
Applications for the Traditional BSN and BSN-to-DNP program are open for the next 
cohorts and due February 1, 2025-apply TODAY! Follow these links for more information 
and to get started:
Traditional BSN https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/bachelor-
of-science-in-nursing 
BSN-to-DNP https://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/bsn-to-dnp

https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/online-rn-to-bsn
https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/online-rn-to-bsn
https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing
https://www.nwosu.edu/school-of-professional-studies/nursing/bachelor-of-science-in-nursing
https://www.nwosu.edu/.../bachelor-of-science-in-nursing 
https://www.nwosu.edu/graduate-studies/bsn-to-dnp
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Hardaway featured in Emmy-nominated documentary
The Department of Social Sci-

ences now has the distinction of 
having a faculty member tied to an 
Emmy-nominated program.

Dr. Roger Hardaway, profes-
sor of history, appears in the six-
part documentary series “Frontier,” 
which was nominated for Outstand-
ing Educational and Information 
Program, one of five nominees.

In 2022, London-based Dash 
Pictures approached Hardaway for 
an interview, filming him in Wich-
ita, Kansas, sharing his expertise as 
one of the foremost scholars on Af-
rican American cowboys in the late 
19th century.

“I mentioned that the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition was my favorite 
lecture in my American West class 
at Northwestern,” Hardaway said. 
“They asked if I knew enough about 
Lewis and Clark for them to inter-
view me about that subject, too.”

The crew got the cameras roll-
ing, and Hardaway discussed the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition for 
another hour. Hardaway’s inter-
views appear multiple times in the 
series.

The full series is available on 
Paramount Plus, and the first epi-
sode, the episode where Hardaway 
discusses Lewis and Clark, is avail-
able on the National Geographic 
YouTube Channel, titled “America’s 
Wild West: Discovery of a Land | 
What Really Happened.” The episode 
may be found at youtu.be/4jpXt-Y-
Nm4?si=so-kV-
FrVneKO1k5P. 

A l t h o u g h 
the film did not 
win, Hardaway 
said that being 
nominated indi-
cates the quality 
of the produc-
tion and the sig-
nificance of the 
project.

“It is truly an 
honor to be in 
the film,” Hard-
away said. “It is 
one of the high-
lights of my ca-
reer as a histo-
rian.”

For more 

information on the Northwestern 
Department of Social Sciences, 
visit www.nwosu.edu/school-of-
arts-and-sciences/social-sciences 
or contact Dr. Eric Schmaltz, so-
cial sciences department chair and 
Northwestern professor of history, 
at ejschmaltz@nwosu.edu or (580) 
327-8526. 

Dr. Roger Hardaway, Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
professor of history, makes multiple appearances in the Emmy-
nominated docuseries “Frontier.” (Courtesy of the National 
Geographic YouTube Channel)

http://youtu.be/4jpXt-Y-Nm4?si=so-kVFrVneKO1k5P.
http://youtu.be/4jpXt-Y-Nm4?si=so-kVFrVneKO1k5P.
http://youtu.be/4jpXt-Y-Nm4?si=so-kVFrVneKO1k5P.
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Four professors earn doctoral degrees
Four Northwestern Oklahoma 

State University faculty members 
earned their doctoral degrees this past 
year.

They are: Sarah Fry, assistant pro-
fessor of criminal justice and sociology; 
Shane Hansen, chair of the Health and 
Sports Science 
Department and 
instructor of 
health and sports 
science; Shannon 
Leaper, library 
services director 
of the J.W. Mar-
tin Library and 
assistant profes-
sor of library and 
information sci-
ence; and Keen-
an Meeker, assis-
tant professor of 
mathematics. 

Fry graduat-
ed with her Doctor of Sociology from 
Pennsylvania State University in 2023. 
Her dissertation is titled “Patterns of 
Force: A Comparison of Data Sources 
on Officer-Involved Homicide Rates.” 
She earned her Bachelor of Arts in An-
thropology and Sociology from West-
minster College in Fulton, Missouri, in 
2012. She received her Master of Arts 
in Criminology from Penn State in 
2015.

Hansen earned his Doctor of 
Education from Walden University 
in December 2024. A Northwestern 
alumnus, Hansen earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Education in health and 
sports science education in 2008 and 
his Master of Education in adult edu-
cation management and administra-
tion in 2010.

His dissertation is titled “Faculty 
Perceptions of Academic Advising.” 

Hansen’s study was a mixed methods 
study. 

“I administered the Faculty Sur-
vey of Student Engagement (FSSE) 
Academic Advising Topical Module 
to faculty,” Hansen said. “Then, I used 
a participant self-selection process to 

identify faculty 
academic advisers 
to interview.”

Hansen be-
lieves this study 
could be a resource 
for his fellow aca-
demic advisers.

“I advise a 
large number of 
students,” Hansen 
said. “The process 
of researching the 
topic, gathering 
data, analyzing 
data and reaching 
conclusions on 

the data will help me be a better faculty 
member.”

Hansen said he is grateful for the 
opp or tunit ies 
Northwestern has 
provided for him 
and his wife, Kay-
lyn Hansen, direc-
tor of assessment 
and institutional 
effectiveness and 
academic sup-
port.

“I want to 
continue to serve 
our university to 
the best of my 
ability,” Hansen 
said.

Leaper earned her Doctor of High-
er Education from Texas Tech Univer-
sity in September 2024.

Her dissertation is titled “Academ-
ic Libraries and Co-Located Academic 
Support Services: A Collective Case 
Study of Students’ Perceptions.”

The study looked at the evolution 
of academic libraries at higher educa-
tion institutions, their purposes in sup-
porting student-centered experimental 
and collaborative learning and their 
relationships with academic support 
services, particularly when those ser-
vices are co-located within the library. 
The study was conducted with focus 
groups of undergraduate students en-
rolled at three similarly sized and geo-
graphically located higher education 
institutions.

“This co-located model often pro-
vides seamless support to students by 
offering one-stop shop services for 
students seeking assistance from both 
knowledgeable librarians and aca-
demic support services staff,” Leaper 
said. “Knowing why students gravi-
tate towards certain spaces and how 
students utilize the resources in those 
spaces may assist institutional admin-

istrators with 
strategic planning 
and setting goals 
that include a 
student-centered 
focus on facilities 
and space design, 
resource alloca-
tion and program 
planning.”

L e a p e r 
earned her Bach-
elor of Science 
in Occupational 
Education from 
Wayland Baptist 

University in 2004. She graduated with 
a Master of Library and Information 

Dr. Sarah Fry

Dr. Shane Hansen

Continued to page 101
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Science from Valdosta State University 
in 2012 and earned a Master of Adult 
Education Management and Adminis-
tration from Northwestern in 2017.

Leaper started at Northwestern 
in 2012 as the 
research and in-
structional servic-
es librarian and 
became the direc-
tor in 2018. 

“I’ve worked 
with students 
at all stages of 
their educational 
journey and rec-
ognize that the 
resources made 
available to them, 
whether physical 
resources, online 
resources, services, 
and even physical environment, con-
tribute greatly to their overall educa-
tional experiences,” Leaper said.

Leaper grew interested in user ex-
perience (UX), student-centered facili-
ties and space design after researching 
for her dissertation, and may explore 
that more in the future.

“I see myself as a lifelong learner so 
I don’t feel the doctorate is the end of 
my educational journey,” Leaper said. 
“I plan to continue to learn and grow 
in my current field of librarianship, but 
I’m also happy to explore other areas of 
interest as they arise.” 

She plans to travel more now that 
her weekends are free from writing.

“I’m leading the Northwestern 
Study Abroad trip to Spain and Portu-
gal in May 2025, and I’m also planning 
several trips for next year with a goal of 
seeing more of Oklahoma and Texas,” 
Leaper said. “My husband is hoping 
we can spend a couple of weekends at 

Continued from page 100

Four professors earn...
home, so I may try that as well.”

Meeker earned his Doctor of Edu-
cation with an emphasis in Education-
al Technology from Oklahoma State 
University in December 2023.

His disser-
tation is titled 
“Instructors’ Use 
of Technology 
for Learning in 
D e v e l o p m e n -
tal Mathematics 
Classes.”

Meeker ex-
plained this study 
used a convergent 
mixed-methods 
to assess how well 
behavioral beliefs, 
normative beliefs, 
and control be-
liefs predict the 

use of technology within developmen-
tal mathematics courses. 

“The Theory of Planned Behavior 
provided the theoretical framework 
for this study,” Meeker said. “The sam-
ple consisted of 
developmental 
mathematics in-
structors from 
across the United 
States of Amer-
ica. This study 
found that the 
instructor’s at-
titude, produced 
from behavioral 
beliefs, towards 
technology inte-
gration, was the 
most significant 
predictor of tech-
nology usage in 
developmental mathematics courses.” 

Meeker believes these findings will 

assist the administration, mathemat-
ics departments, and other stakehold-
ers with ways to support the develop-
mental mathematics instructors’ use of 
technology within their courses. 

Meeker’s research was published in 
volume 67 of the research journal Tech-
Trends in September 2023. The article 
is available online at link.springer.com/
article/10.1007/s11528-023-00887-1.

“I am currently working on get-
ting a few more journal articles out of 
my dissertation,” Meeker said. “I would 
like to continue to research the area of 
the use of technology in introductory 
mathematics courses and apply what I 
discover to my courses here at North-
western.”

Meeker completed his Bachelor 
of Arts in pure mathematics in 2008 
from The Master’s University in Santa 
Clarita, California. He completed his 
Master of Education in adult education 
and management with an emphasis in 
mathematics in 2015 from Northwest-
ern, which included coursework from 
Pittsburg State University. 

In the past, 
Meeker primarily 
taught introduc-
tory mathematics 
courses at North-
western including 
beginning algebra, 
contemporar y 
mathematics, and 
college algebra. 
This semester he 
has expanded to 
include college ge-
ometry and teach-
ing for secondary 
mathematics.

For more in-
formation about Northwestern, visit 
www.nwosu.edu.

Dr. Shannon Leaper

Dr. Keenan Meeker with wife, Tiffany.
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https://www.facebook.com/nwosu.rangers/posts/pfbid0335BC9caXg37pkEkoVTxGF7zgeWDtGjgfY6tZP9ihEwaeD1j698HcBgCWcBiCdnvhl

