General Biology 1114  -  EXTRA CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS 
      You have the option of doing the following extra credit assignments.  These are strictly optional.  If you chose to not do one, it will in no way lower your grade.  The described assignment is worth a maximum of 100 points.  These points will be averaged into your grade, not just added to your point total.  The assignment cannot lower your average, but if you do not follow instructions, or do poor work, it may not improve your grade substantially.  Sept 28, Oct 12, Oct 26, Nov 9 and Nov 30 will be the due dates for all extra credit assignments.  You may turn assignments in early.

Reviews of current articles in biology 

You may read a maximum of five articles that deal directly with some aspect of biology and write separate summaries for each.  I would like to use these as an incentive for you to do further reading in the field of biology and allow you to get credit for doing this reading.  The topics may be something we have (or will) discuss in class, or something entirely different. 

Each article will be worth a maximum of 20 points.  You can do as many as you like up to a maximum of five.  You may turn in no more than one paper per week.  Your last paper must be turned in by Nov 30, 2007.  The articles must come from reputable sources, and must be an actual article (several pages, not just a short notice or summary).  They can be from a scientific journal, but articles in magazines such as Time and Newsweek are certainly acceptable.  You may also read chapters from a book, but not textbooks.  Please come see me if you have any questions about whether a topic or source qualifies. 

 
I would like you to write a summary, in your own words, of the article.  Unless essential, please do not include quotes.  I encourage you to include your opinion.  The summary must be at least 1 page (typed, double spaced, one inch margins, 12 or 14 pt font) but no more than two pages in length.  At the top the first page I would like you to provide the following information, in EXACTLY the following format.  I will deduct points if you do not follow this format.  Yes, I know this is not the same format most of you have used before!  I am an ecologist.  I like this format.  Please humor me.  You must also include a copy of the article.  
  Article -

Senior author’s last name, initials., any additional authors listed by initials and then last name.  <indent all lines, except the first, 5 spaces> Year published. Title of the article (notice capitalization).  Name of magazine <no period follows>  Volume number <in bold type> (issue number placed in parentheses, if given, omit if not given) : page numbers.

  Book –

Much is the same as above except substitute the name of publisher, and place published for the journal title, volume and page numbers.

  

Internet sources - 

Ecology has not officially accepted a specific format for internet sources.  Please try to include all the information listed above that you can and at the end place the URL.  If an author is not listed, insert “Anonymous” where the author’s name would have been listed.  If volume number, etc. are lacking, insert “N/A” where that information should have been listed.

  For examples: (2 articles, 1 book and an internet resource)

Weaver, J. E.  1950.  Effects of different intensities of grazing on depth and quantity of roots of

grasses.  Journal of Range Management  3:100-113.


  

Owensby, C. E., G. M. Paulsen, and J. D. McKendrick.  1970.  Effect of burning and clipping on

big bluestem reserve carbohydrates.  Journal of Range Management 23:358-362.

Zar, J. J.  1984.  Biostatistical analysis.  Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, USA.

Davit, C.  2004.  Public prairies of Missouri.  Conservation Commission of Missouri.  

          http:// www.conservation.state.mo.us /nathis/natcom/prairies/pubprairies/
 

This format is used by the journal Ecology.  Please do not use other formats.  If you have questions about the format, please see me or look at the literature cited section of any article published in Ecology.  (You can find the journal Ecology in the NWOSU library.)  Five points of your grade will be based on the literature citation.  Grammar, spelling, neatness, etc will also be worth five points.  The remaining ten points will be based on the content of your summary.

